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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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This 'cohimej which is now presented to the Public j 
terminates the Atsthor's labours on the subject 
of India. Of the manner in which his ta^k 
has been ea^cuted, it is not his province to de- 
termine; yet he may be allowed j perhaps^ to 
suggest, that the subjects treated of in this 
last portion of the work, are still more useful 
and.interesting than those of the two preceding 
vobimeSy which have shared so liberally of the 
puklicfaoour : Should the young adventurer 
to In&a honour it with a perusal, he may ven- 
ture to assure him, that he will possess more 
knowledge of the country and its inhabitants, 
than the author himself could obtain when he 
visited it, after much pains and extensive read- 
ing. On the impartiality of this narrative, 
the Reader, he trusts, may rely with confidence, 
for it must soon become manifest, that the en- 
" comums bestmved on the Marquis of Welles- 
\ letfs administration are more justly to be ascri- 
bed to the real merits of that nobleman, than 
to any partiality or bias in the mind of the 
writer. 
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SECT, i; 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE LATE CAMPAIGNS IX ASIA, 
AND THE RAPID EXTENSION OF OUR INDIAN 
EJkJPIRE. 

The views that were exhibited in a former part oif 
this vy^ork* of the domestic and rural economy of the 
Mahomedans and Hindoos, had suggested, to a very 
competent judge, that aq inquiry into the effects of 
the British government, on that celebrated portion of 
its subjects, might prove botli interesting and useful. 
This hint he communicated to the author, and it 
called forth the remarks contained in th*s tract : for 
however doubtful it may be, whether the proper time 

VOL. II u A 

* The two first Tolumes of Indian Recreations, were com* 
posed in that countrj, daring the four concluding years of th^ 
past century. 
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has yet arrived for justly appreciating the merits of v' 
our government in India, there cati be no difference ;'. 
of (pinion regardiag the genferal interest attached to Ji 
this subject j-] 

Whether the comforts of so many millions of oim- 
fellow creatures are to be injured or promoted by 
the great increase of European influence in the East, 
is a question which is becommg daily of more serious 
import, in proportion to the extent of pow er ' and 
>. territory acquired there by the different maritime 
patipns. Whether, in p^cuiar, the rapid extension 
of the British empire in Asia be destined to accele^ 
rate or retard the progress of the natives in know-^ 
ledge, wealth, and happiness, is a question possess- 
ing strong attractions to every contemplative being : . 
to the mind of a Briton it presents an interest pecu- 
liarly powerful and commanding ; since it cannot be 
denied, that, from the extent of our pos;^sions in 
that quarter^ the enquiry becomes, intimately con- 
nected with the destinies of his n^th^e country, a^ii 
the honour of its government. ' , 

Nor is this speculation destitute of practical use, 
A statemeat of the effects of European rule on the 
condition of the Asiatics, if drawn up with tolerable 
accuracy, could not possibly foil to suggest several 
means of lessening the evils attending distant con- 
quest, and of increasing its beneficial influenc<i in all 
C£^ses where its effcicts^had heei? foMud salutary. 
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With regard, however, to tlie British power in Jn- 
dia, the period of fairiy aacertainieg the nature of its 
influence on the natives, is (according to the opinion 
o^some) Hardly yet arrived. Forty years have scarce- 
ly lapsed, since we first enjoyed the quiet possession 
of aJfifiost any portion of our Indian territory; a pe* 
riod, perhaps, too short fairly to judge of the nature 
^md effects of any government on tlie comfort and 
improvemafit of its subjects. 

"^liat^iem when it aiTived at full maturity and vi-^. 
gour, and when it consequently possessed a complete 
ascendancy and dontrpul over the politics of India, 
could dpne display its genuine effects, and deter- 
xnine the true nature of its influence. Previous to 
^s period, it bad to contend for its defence and self- 
preservation amidst the surrounding hostility of se- 
rot barbarous states.; it was then also cramped and 
fettered in forming its iaternal arrangements for the 
peace and security of, its own subjects ; it was often 
interrupted and disturbed in its plans by contiguous 
anarchy, constantly jiUq^t^mted by the ferocious tur- 
bulence of neighbouring chiefs. Iri estimating, there- 
fore, the improvements ttiat Imve been mtgide by the 
Kitish governm^t on the <jondition of India, we 
mdst state in the account, the feebleness of its power 
after its first establisht^ent, and the recent nature of 
maoy of its provisions, which will often justly explairi 
the small progress th^jt sometimes appears to have 
be«i made in accomplishing its ends. 
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Tfee time, However, was destined soon to arrive, i 
trhen the British government in the East was to oci- ^ 
cupy a mnk and station enabling it to surmount those 
multiplied difficulties. The shock of the FrenchpR-' 
volution, which in Europe overturned the balance of 2 
power, and 'destroyed the existing relations between ™ 
its different states, was felt at the same timfe in Asia, .ij 
where its effects, it would sefem, had a far more sud- 
den and decisive operation. It appeared almost in^ *■■ 
^ stantaneously either to check or annihilate the French 
• influence throughout the whole of Hindostan, and in 
its room to establish, or consolidate, the British 
k power. 

' Prior to the year 179^*, more than two thirds of 
tlie antient territory of the Mogul empire still re- 
mained in the hands of populous and independent 
states, professing either the Hindoo or IVIahomedan 
faith ; among the latter, the Nizam and the King of 
Mysore held the chief rank; while five powei-ful 
Mahratta chiefs, the adherents of Brahminism, oc- 
cupied the first station in the former class. 

Some of these princes individually had, in former 
times, arranged themsislves, during the wars of Hin- 
dostan, on the side qi the antient monarchy of France ; 
but the republican councils, by which that monarchy 
was subverted, embraced a much wider range in tlKJir 
foreign policy. They attempted to form, at once, 
all those different chiefs, collectively, into a combi^ 

^ The perio4 of the conquest of Seringapatam aod the Mysore. 
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nation, which was intended to be madig the powerful 
instrument of their own ambition. The same impe- 
rishable thirst after external conquests^ and universal 
donoinion, which instigated thalt nation to attempt 
those momentuous cha,nges which we have so lately 
behefd in Europe, seems to have become more vio- 
lent in the East, and to have characterised the whole 
of its poHcy in India. 

Confidential agents had already been dispersed 
over tlie tenitories of the greater number of the inde- . 
pendent princes ; officejrs from France had been ap- 
pointed in- their armies ; and had for iseveral years 
been busily employed in disciplining their Oroops, and 
in foiming anx^ng the native chiefe a, combination, 
for the purpose of not only ^bverting the British 
government, but of anniliilating, throughout the Pe- 
ninsula, every power that seemed hostile to their 
own. 

It mtist be confessed, that the power erf this n^ighty 
confederacy,, had it been possible to effect a co-ope- 
ration of its members, in any common, system of po- 
licy, was much more than sufficient to sqbjugate the 
whole of India, and to execute, perhaps, the most 
extensive schemes even of French ambition. The 
Mahratta empire, if properly consolidated, must of 
itself command an. immense force* Stretching 
throughput the whole length of the peninsula, from 
the Bay of Bengal to the banks of the Indus, its 
population has been estimated at no less thari forty 

A 3 
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millioijs of souls ; while its known revenue has been 
found to annount to upwards of seventeen millions 
sterling. These resources, howevqr atmple, are m 
India far more efficient than in Europe, for th€y 
have been, on experiment, found adequate to the 
establishment, and constant support of an axmy of 
upwards <jf 300,000 men. ^ 

Nor has the progress of the French, hi communi- 
cating European tactics to this immense "fotce, been 
-at all disproportioned to their schemes of policy, and 
the magnitude of their views. Many battalions in^ 
the service of the Peshvi^ah, and of Holkar, but espe- 
cially in the establishment of-Scindiah, have been 
found in a state 'of discipline that would have been 
deemed creditable in many European armies. Among 
the troops of this latter prince^ the brigade of General 
Perron has long heeri distinguished, by a system of 
tactics hardly inferior to that of the British army ; it 
consists of about 40,000 men, regularly brigaded 
and regimented, and as completely armed and cloth- 
ed as our seapoy corps, while its pay is regularly ad- 
vanced, and in the field all its operations are sustain- 
ed by a well-appoii'ited artilleiy, conslisting of up- 
AV^rds of 400 pieces of ordnance. 

To the charge of this favourite portion of his army 
Scindiahhad committed the capital of tbe_ empire, 
a^d the custody of the venerable, 'but unfortunate. 
Shah AUum, a monarch who, it is said, has reached 
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the uucommon period of 90 years*; and who, it, • 
would seeiu, is more wasted aiid broken down 1>y an 
unexampled load of calamity, than by either the 
tvei^t or feebleness of his singular age. . Tlie 
fqrciWe restraints to which this unhappy prince was 
ajbjected, easily enabled the French party among 
Scindiah's troops to wrest from him tiie sanation of • 
the imperial name, and the semblance, at lea^t, of le- ' 
gitiinate authority* It was accordingly in the vichiity 
erf the capital, and almost in the presence of the em-» 
peror, that their projects seemed to tend to maturity, 
with the most steady and rapid progress. Consi- 
derable advance had already been made towards the 
fiMmal c^ssicfla of the important provinces of Agi'a 
smd Delhi to the French government, and towards 
their final union with that distant kingdom. 

Fortunately for the independence of the neighbour- 
ing states, and the safety of the British empire, th^ 
nobleman who had been appointed to the govern* 
rmA of India at this critical period, possessed a 
comptete Gomprehei^iop .of the charai?ter and views 
of the French nation : spon after his arrival, his in- 
nate.sagacity and perseverance enabled him to pene^ 
trate into the whole range apd extent of the vast 
plaiis of hostiUty M^hich they had meditated ; he was 
JWly aware of tlie critical situation of the British em- 
pire in India, and with, equal promptitude arid energy 
■ ' / . ^ ' , A 4 

* He lately died, bat not (ill he had been liberated by the 
British army, aiul restored to a state of comfort^nd opuledce. 
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he employed th€ whole resources of its pow^ to 
avert and rqpei the cianger. 

It was, however, at Hyderabad, in the Deca% 
that the impatience and activity of French intrigue 
first compelled him to meet actual hostility in the 
field: an insuiirection of the French officers there, had 
wrested from the Nizam the whole authority over his 
army ; and, m fact, had already converted that hithr 
fill tmd peaceable ally of the British, into an open 
enemy. By a sudden and unexpected movement of 
a small part of our army, that had been prepared^for 
this purpose, • those officers were all suddenly appre- 
hended, and the allegiance of the Nizam, and the 
subordination bf his araiy, were almost instantane* 
ously restored^ This first act of the Marquis Wel- 
lesly, though scarcely heard of in Europe, certainly 
argued favourably of his ^vemment, for it not only 
paved tlie way to his subsequent success against the 
Mysore, but from its promptitude and decision it de^ 
served to be ranked among the most meritorious 
measures of his whole administration. 

The vengeance of the king of Mysore, for his 
former losses and defeats, had not suffered him to. 
enjoy a moment of tranquility after the late pacifi- 
cation *. He had, in fact, been raising up a JVf aho- 
medan confederacy, which was to consist of the 
Grand Seignior, the Persian Chiefs, the Nabob of 

* Effected by Marquis Cornwallis. 
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Oude, and the Nizam, and was intended for a. puf* 
pose no less sj^endid in the eyes of the fai&fiil, than 
the extirpation, not only of the British, but of ajl the 
enemies of Islamism .throughout. Hindostan. The , 
army of this prince was fully ' prepared to take the 
field, 'but the fortunate event that has just been re- 
lated, had deprived him of the eo-operation of the 
Nizam, his i^ai'est, and therefore his most efficient*^ 
ally. 

The native princes of Indiia are, in general, far . 
more prompt in imbibing resentment, and in learnmg 
maxims of hostility against their neighbours, than 
cautifrus or prudent in their application. Their 
French instructors were also, at this period, so much 
intoxicated with the new form which their own go- 
vernment in Europe had assumed, that they had in- 
stituted |i society^ in the capital of Mysore, for the 
romantic purpose of sprea:ding the doctrine of liberty 
and equality apiong the despots and slaves of Asia. 
The sovereign of Mjrsore himself was easily persuad- 
ed to become an honorary member of this institu- 
tion, where he appeared among its associates under the 
name oi Citizen Tippoo, an appellation, perhaps, the 
most auk ward and incongruous that had ever been 
assumed by an Eastern Despot. The wild and fmn- 
tic orisons that were daily poured forth in this club, 
in favour of an imaginary liberty, were" constantly 
accompanied with sentiments of detestation, and vows 
of eternal hostility against the British government ; 
its forces 'were therefore instandy prepared and 
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majrchet^into tiie field to oieet ao aggression, whi^ 
tjiem had. been. so little care taken to conceal. Paai 
experience had taught the British officer^ to avo^ tibe 
pursuit of a native ajtny in its rapid ^ikI discui«hre 
evolutions in the field ; the British, therefore/ mar^ 
ed directly towards the capital of the ^leray, •whidi^ 
fell, but nc* till two decided victories had beea^b- 
tained without its walls, and also ans^bstioated^^noe 
had been made in the interior of the city* In ttm 
last conflict* which wa^ maintained' by both the a3- 
^lants and the natives with equal valour and ob- 
stinacy, much blood wa^ spilt, and the lives of mapy 
brave men were lost, amogg the rest that of Tippoo 
Sultaun, whose body was found, after \(mg s<mrch, 
among l^a^s of the slain, where he had fatten nobly 
defending the last bulwark of his kingdom, and 
where, hwever unfortunate he may be deemed in 
other respects,, he at last met with a fate not unwmf- 
thy of his bravery. 

. * ' ' ' ', -< 

By tlie pacification aX Hyderabad, the fell of Se» 
ringapatam, o^ the death of Ti|^)oo Sultavm, the 
Mahomedan branch of the grand confederacy, which 
the French Ifed raised a^nst the British power in 
India, was completely broken and finally .destroy^ 
For although the few remaming adha^ents of the de« 
ceased n^onarch, made some despei^ate efforts for the 
restoration of his family, these were rendc^^d abor- 

A This memorable attcick was led by Genen^ Baird, wbo 
had been for three years confined in a dungeon by the tyrant. 
4 '• 
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^ l^ ^ activity and vigilance of those Brki^h oflft- 
cers who bad been left in charge of the cpnquered 
codaatry*. The campaign a^inst tb^ Mysore wm^. 
th^pefore, coi^eated by a signal act' of justice, ^ 
ereditabte to the government of India, as the late 
brHIiant successes had been honomaible to the Britiab 
arms. The greatser part of the vanquished territory 
was restolred to tfie Rajah of J^lywfre^ and his ancient 
fiimily agaim mounted that dirooe, from vabkch they 
had bee» driven by the treachery and u^rpation of 
Tippoo and his fether : nor did the venge»»ce of the 
I British, though hurled with such destructive rapidity, 
I gainst the most fomiidabld $ukI inveterate of all their 
' enemies, prevent them from affordii^, sympathy and 
relief to the surviving femily of the Mysorc^ao kings; 
I ample endowments were set apart ftwr tifie^r suj^Hwrt, 
wiueh still they codtipoe to enjoy, with perhaps equal 
comfort, and certainly with greater security, than in 
the most prosperous dkys of the fortunes of their 
house. 

T^B train of important and successful events took 
place durkig the short space of only a few montlis 
after»th6 arrivai of the Marquis of.Wellesley, and they 
certainly entitled bis administration to rank with the 
most active and brilliant that had ever been display- 
ed by any govemw of India : according, however, to 

I * Particolarly by Sir Artbar Wellcsley, who signalised him- 
^f by the defeat of Doondea Waugh, the most steady adhe« 
rent of Tippoo^ 
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bis views of the state df that country, he must have 
regarded his labours as scarcely half finished. He 
saifir the immense power of the Mahratta empire .stijl 
remaining not only unbroken, but daily encrea^sg 
and consolidating under the active and uoceiisi^ 
operation of French influence. A Flinch state, as 
already noticed; of ktrge extent and formidaWe power, 
had been framed, by the successive labours <rf Gene- 
ralsDe Boyne and Perfon, arcxind the capital of India. 
This nascerit power, the all-devouring ambition of 
. the new emperor bad already grasped as a rich prize, 
and its destruction became therefore absolutely ne- 
cessary to the safety of our empire in Ind^a ; since, 
amidst all the multiplied aggressions of his rtei^- 
boiirs, the usurper had uniformly distinguished the 
British nation ^s the marked, though not perhaps the 
ultimate object of his hostility* 

The reduction of a hostile power so immediately 
in the vicinity of our possessions, , might certainly 
have justified a war ; but as no actual aggression had 
yet been committed in that quarter, it was on the 
other side of the peninsula that the Marquis of Wel- 
lesley w^as again first called upon for the active sup- 
port of the interests of his government ; ,the dangex' 
became at once pressing and immediate, by the usur- 
pation of the whole Mahratta power by a single chief, 
and by the expulsion of the Peshwa, the representa- 
tive of that government. 
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The politics of India were never so refined, or 
considerate, as to ajiinit of ,a balancing system, by 
which flie overgrown power of any individual state 
mi^t be prevented from endangering the indepen- 
d^ce of the rest. Hardly any circumstance of 

* common danger has ever been deemed saflEiciently 
uiigentto unite the native princes in-thcidefence of 
tiie country, even against foreign invasion. During 
the contest between the British and the king of My- 
sore, the Mahrattaa observed a suspicious neutrality: 
They gazed on the combatants with an indifference . 
that bordered on fatuity ; and which strongly forboded 

f the dissolution of their state. ^ After the fall of that 

i kingdom, their empire actually displayed a state of 
anarchy that demanded the most prompt measures 

I of precauticMi for^the safety of the British territories 
and those of its allies, which lay around its frontier. 
Tjie' constitution of their empire, originally ill con- 
^hructed and undefined, had lately be^n radically 
changed. The ancient Rajahs of Sataraji, who had 
originally laid the foundation of its. power, and ex- 

j tended its influence over the peninsula with such 
miexampled rapidity, had gradually sunk fi^om the 

! rank of Sovereigns to imbecility; and, owing to the 
pQrs(M)al ambition of tbeir servants, fell into a sta- 
tion, if ilot of absolute privacy, at least of conipleat 

! insignificance. 

I ' ' _ 

i Their ministers, already become hereditary in their 

offices, and loo powerfiil for controul, had . suffi- 
cient influence to remove the seat of Government 
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from Sattiuuh, and to constitute the town of Poofiah 
the capital of the Empire, There, removed from 
the eyes of the Princes, ttey no lonj^r deij^ned to 
preserve further allegiance, than the semblance of 
<telegated power. They accordingly retained the 
appellation of Peshwa, but compelled the 6ubo^ 
dinate members of the confederacy to acl»owtedge 
them as the legitmu^e organ of the whole exe- 
<rutive power of the state, whether civil or military: 
It is, however, scarcdy possible, accurately to define 
icither the rights, or the power attached to the Pesh- 
wa, after his be^ng acknowledged representative of 
the supreme head of the Empire. The extent of 
liis prerogatives seems to have varied, at different 
times, according to the perscwial talents and ambition 
of each incumbent in the exercise of this recent 
power. 



jee Rao, the pr^sfent Peshwa, from that imbedl- 
tity and indolence, which in Asia is sot)ften attached 
to high station, had devolved upon inferior agents 
atoiost the whole of the active duties of his office. 
His pbwer had frequently been disputed or covt- 
trolled ; he had at diflfer^t times clearly become t 
prey to'the ambition of the subordinate chiefe ; and, 
at the period now under review, though defended by 
Scindiah, he had been cotnpleatly defeated by Hol- 
kar's troops, and obliged to flee tor security beyond 
tlie liwits of his own dominions. 
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Tho danger tp the British possessjbns, and those 
of ^ir allies,, became pressing and immediate from 
this usurpation of almost the whole Mahratta power 
by the bands of a single chieftian ; and the cause . 
of the Peshwa thus became identified with that of 
our India Government. . 

A treaty of defensive alliance between the India 
Company and . the Peshwa was therefore drawn up, 
at least by the consent, if not by the solicitation of 
that Prince ; and was finally ratified at Bassein, livhere 
, he had fled firom the agressions of Holkar for pro- 
jection. By this instrument it was stipulated, that he 
should be restored to his dominions^ and to the excF- 
cise of his legitimate authority, on condition of his 
maintaiiiiiig, for the defence of his territories, and 
at his' own expence, a brigade of British troops ; 
which, it was at first agreed, ishould consist of six 
thou^uad ; . but afterwards the number was inci'eased . 
to ten thoMsand men. 

The terms of thfe convention were no sooner ar-^ 
ranged, than the British £grmy, undar Sir Arthur , 
Weikdy, marched towards Poonah, with that 
fffcfoiptitude and decision which have always distin-- 
guirfied the services of this valuable officer. The 
rapWily of his movements, and his unexpected, ad- 
VMice, saved the capital from destruction : for the 
troops of Holkar, who had continued to pillage the 
city since it fell into their possession, had at last re- 
solved to finish the catastrophe by setting it on fire, 
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Alafmed, however, by the sudden approach <rf the 
British, army, they fled from the place with the ut- 
most, precipitation, and soon after abandoned , the 
territory of Poonah. Room was thus made fdr the 
peaceable restoration of the deposed sovereign j and 
the Peshwa, when he afterwards arrived, was» recei- 
ved by Tiis subjects, not merely with submission mid 
quietness, but witli every mark of the sincere^t joy 
and satisfaction. During his absence, the inhabi- 
tants had been subjected to the severest forms of mi- 
litary execution ; and forced to submit to the various 
exactions of ^ chii^f, the most n^edy, desperate and 
rapacious of all the leaders of the .predatory bands 
of his countrymen. . When, therefore, they again her 
Ixeld their lawful Sovereign, they greeted his return 
by salutes from all the forts in his kingdom, and tes- 
tified their joy by illuminations on the tops mid, ac- 
clivities of the hills throughout the whole vicimty. of 
JPoonah. 

Thus far the measures of the Governor of India 
wore an aspect of consistency and vigour, which au- 
gured well in favour of their qltimate success. The 
justice of his interference at this time, to check the 
overgfown power of an aspiring adversary, and to 
succour the distress of a fallen prince, will hardly be 
questioned by such as are versant in the politics of 
India : Nor will it be denied, since all the Mahratta; 
princes exercised the right pf making treaties them- 
selves, that the same privilege belonged tethe head 
of the Empire. 
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Accolrding to these views, the 4cfehslve treaty of 
fias^n ' was not only avowed by &e paitieS| but 
&6dy commuaicated to the rest of the chiefs, who 
exj^icitly acknowledged that it contained ho stipula- 
\ms iiyurioufij either to liie principles of their con- 
stittitiDn,' or to the just rights of any member of thir 
Mateatta, eipirfederacyt On the other band, its ad- 
vantages wei-e sufficiency obvious : It had the imme- 
diate effect of quietly restoring a deposed Prince to 
his throne, and t6 the exei^e of his acknowledged 
rights ; and of checking a dangerous usurpation : It 
^ched, from the influence of French councils, a 
v^ important branch of the Mahratta confederacy ; 
and theref6re coincided with the general tenor and 
spirit of British policy in India. 

But the po^er of the Peshwa, and the predomi- 
tiant rights, which by the constitution <rf the Empire 
were attached to his office, Imd, as was already no^ 
ticed, become a grind object of ambitioti among the 
more considerable chiefs. Scindiah had for many 
years struggled for the ascendancy at the Court of 
Poomii; and, on some occasions, actually attained a 
powerful interest in its councils. Ragojee Boonsla 
bad, from family connections, some grounds for the 
wlvjtocement of his own claims to this office ; white 
Hdkar had lately, by the fortune of war, the whole 
authority within his grasp, and in the name of Am- 
nit Rao, brother to the Peshwa, bad actually begun 
to exercise the whole of its functions. 

Vol. III. » 
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. The final doprivation of these chiefs of so feir an 
object of a^fandizement as the general cT)ntr(wl of 
the whole Mahratta Empire, seemed to reproach ttek 
indolence and' wjant of ambition; and the nearer tjiey 
considered its attainment, the stronger was the disap- 
poiitoient and jealousy which its loss occa^ioaed. 
The deiep resentment thus excited among these 6biefe, 
thpugh unacknowledged by themselves, was the true 
cause of that open hostility which they were now a- 
bout to commence agakast the British power. 

Thus impelled by the strong emotions of disap- 
pointed ambition, Scindiah, and the Raja of Nag- 
pore, entered into an engagement, in order to frustrate 
the arrangements so bitely stipulated by the tre^ 
ty of Bassein, With this view, each set on foot a 
l^ge army, which was marched from di^Qrent quiu;- 
ters to a point of anion, bordering on the territories 
of the Nizam, anally of the British. This menacing 
positicm diey maintained for a considerable time,, ia 
order to compleat tbeif own preparations, and4o 
' urge Holkar to join thehr confederacy; nor could 
they be persuaded to abandon it by the strong re- 
monstrances of our Government against military jwre- 
'parations, qXb. period so unnecessary for their own 
defence, and in a situation so incompatible with the 
peace and safety of tl\e British allies. 

The Marquis of Wellesley, however unwilling he 
might be to hazard.the tranquillity and safety of the 
British Empire in*the East, hy entering. into a con- 
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test with these two powerful chiefs, whose territories 
actimlly stretclicd over more than half of the penin- 
sula of India, had; however, no altertiative left hitu. 
The fhll and positive information which from various 
sources he had obtained, of the nature and extent of 
those schemes of hostility, which had for scyne time 
been meditated, was now confinmfed by the actual 
preparations that had been made for carrying them 
into execution. He foresaw the dan2:erous crisis 
before its approach, and the hollow professions of 
friendship that were constai\tIy sent in answer to his . 
remonstrances, did not, for a moment, prevent him 
from bringing forward the whole resources of his go- 
vernment to defeat their enterprises. 

A cmnbiftatibn of the Mahratta empire, so exten- 
sive and powerfol as that noW raised by the confe- 
derates, had never hitherto been brought into action 
agaiifer the British power : and; it must lye acknow- 
ledged ^Iso, that a system of defence, equally prompt, 
vigorous, and exteftsive, was never . planned by any 
former Governor of India. Five different armies, 
each of considerable force, were speedily prepared to 
invade the tferritory of tl\e enemy, nearly at the same v 
poiod of tinae'*^. The value of the previous arrange- 
tnents that had been formed with the Nizam and the ' 
Peshwa, particularly the subsidiary treaties, was now 
' , b2 

* The army broTnght ititp l^e field, aiAoaoted to SdjOOO^ 
after proTiding for the dcfencc.of Ik^ intoior. 
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distinctly feli By them, the Britisl^ army was -eiiabled 
to proceed through the friendly^ territories of aiUed 
chiefs^ to the very boundary of the Mahratta d/£mh 
nions; where itN was joined by a large subsidiary f<)iefe 
both from Hyderabad and Pd^nah, which materiaBjF 
prpmot^ the sucCc^ of the CdJBcipeageu' The Marquis 
thus was enabled to attack the ^tafidve ^ominkms 
of the enemy, from ahnOst every assailable poiftt 

On the soutii, they were invaded by a poweffid 
.division of the Madrass army under Sir Arthur Wei- 
lesley ; in Guzeral^ on thje west, by Cokmel Murray, 
and a strong detachment of the Bombay troops: a: 
simultaneous effort was also made by General Lake, 
in the northern extremity of Sciridiah's dominions, 
where the main strength of his army was stetloded, 
in conjunctfon w^ith the celebrated brigade of Gene- 
ral Perron : on tht east, in Bundelcurid, the saute 
system of attack was pursued, where the adheretrts 
of the confederacy, Ali Mahomed, and Unnmut Ba- 
haudur, were overpowered and dispersed : during the 
execution of these operatidias, the provinces of Ba- 
fasoi*e and Cuttacfc were wrested from the Rajah <rf 
Kagpore, by the knmediate directior]^ and under 
the aifepices of the Govemor*General himself who 
h^ planned and conitHned dll these assaults, w^ a 
degree of judgement and accuracy which so^ured th^ 
uniform success; and which has proved as creditable 
to his own talents, as the prompt execution of his 
plans has been hon^uVable to our Indian armies. 
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9ut the circumstance wMch ap|}ears most ^goally 
to have promoted the success of tjiis e\«nk&il canv 
{laigp, was the ample mid rniresUicted Authority 
^dpeh was ccsiferred on the different comixumders 
<anykg on ttoeir operations so far removed fronvtbe 
seattrf Goveriyaaent: It wias tints those oflScers were 
enabled to, ooieet every new exfgenqy, by t^ie unre- 
straiDed applicatioB of aU their resources; and to sur- 
mount or evade unforeseen difficulties as they hap- 
ftmi to oeci^r^ by the immediate exercise of disci^e- 
Sbmxy potwer* The unexampled rapidity of o^r 
rictories, and vast extent erf the conquests that were 
made in the short s{»ice of a few months, must, be 
m soma ma&^re also ascribed to that just tribute of 
JC(H»mendatioin which was so ixop^rt^ly and liberally 
bestowed cm the offices and troops^ after their hard 
fim^ ba:tt]QS. This a^obaticm^ equally^merited and 
useful, inspi^red the army with a just confidence in its 
own "strength, and preserved mnong the troops unr 
ccMnmon alaqrity amidst their fatigues and dangers. 

The strong {wt^ality which, the Marquis of Wel- 
lesley must' hay^ natural^ felt for the brilliant scr- 
wees of his brother, on no occasion prevented him 
from discerniog the merits of other officers, aiul fnmi 
ton^ring on them their ju$t .sham of applause. Im^ 
laediati^y after the Imttle of Delhi, he expres^s his 
^se of the services oi General L^e and hk army, 
10 the following spirited and patriotic terms. In his 
pnmi orders to the troops, he (^serves, " that on re- 
dwing tie rapid successes obtained by our armgj 

b3 
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within the short space of i^ few months^ every loytA 
subject of the J3ritish empire must be animated- nkb 
the most zealous emotions of JHSt pride and national 
triumpli. . I have already expressed the sentiments 
of gratitude and admiration with which I contem- 
plated the conduct of his excellency the commftnder 
in chief and his army, in Hie action of the Sgth of 
August, and in the gallant assault of the fortrees of 
Ally^ur, on the 4th of September. ^£h^ dec&ive 
victory gained on tJie 1 1th, in the battie (tf UteUm^ 
jmtifies the firm confidence I reposed in the bravery, 
perseverance, and discipline of the army; aijd in the 
skill, judgment, and intrepidity of their iUustriods 
coiQmander. The glcncy of that day is not surpassed 
by any recorded triumph of the British arms in india^ 
and is attended by every circumstance caicukited'^ld 
elevate the fame of' British; valour, to jUustifate tii« 
character of British humanity, and to secure the sta- 
bility of the British empire in the East.'*. ^ ^ 

The braveiy of Sir A. Wellesly and his army, 
their ajchievements in the memorable battle of 
Assye aud Argaum, in the Deccam, were not leas 
conspicuous; nor were the general merits of thia of- 
ficer less worthy of those Jibeml and manly enco*- 
miums which he rec6i»ed frwn the Marquis. Both 
commanders enjoyed the approbation of their sove- 
reign, and received from hink those -honours which 
are the reward of valour. Fbrtunately too, for tte 
intrests of the British empire, assailed at this period 
by the most inveterate of all its enemies, the solid 
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advantage8*rc$qUing frcm tlipse well-contest^ battles^ 
were not inferior to, the i^lendour of their atchieve-. 
iaents*N , ^ . 

Their immediate consequences wercji the defeat of 
^ combined' arnriesj^f the confederate cbiefe ;,and, 
fippttie loss* of their artillery, an irr€pai;able blo.vj 
to t^ir 6|rength and jespurces, throughout the, whol^ 
oftbeDoaeau. These prosperQj'3 pajuHs were, no 
dimb^ wded and accele^at^ by fbj? ap^piciou* pro^ 
^e^of 1^? army, at aU . thp. difl^rei?t) pop^ts.from 
Y^h it iiwadad, the Mahrigta. epipirf . Soon aftef 
^ese succe§s€«, the frpnch olpSiqei^ att§che4 to Scin-' 
iaVitfwy^r^^ayingqMTreUed, with toe na^tive sircyars 
aadiwith ^ch otheft abandc^^ the servjce of that 
clarf; afi^ the ei^o^le of PeiprQ% . thei^% priacipfti 
partfe»n> th^y submift^^ to the pjr otectioa of the Brir 
tbh comaaander, wtjp suffa^ed them tfi . retire witl^ 
whatever prpperty they had acquired, :and had beei) 
able to bring with them. » 

. Thus the grand fabric of French power, which that 
Jialion had been^ixxiously raising up, with the assum- 
ed sanction, of the imperial authority, and the more 
efficient support of the Mahratta power, was at Ia3t 
broken down, , and utterly destroyed tliroughout thje 
whole of India. The conquest of JSalasore and Cut- 
tack, by Cc^oiiel Harcoiirt, seemed well calculated to 
prevent its future renovation, for it connected tlie 
two presidencies of Bengal and B^adras^ and united 
the British territories along the,Coropiandel coast, 
• * • B 4 
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where they now present a hostile and unmtermpteil 
frontier againsl every inroad from the shore, and fortn 
a barrier against the intioductibn of French oflRceTi^ 
to di»eipliae the active armies of any inimical power. 

The stronjt detadiment <rf tlie Bombay army vttt- 
der Colonel Murray, thopgh engaged in enterpwed 
apparently less sjyleiidid, was equally serviceaMe ia 
J)romoting the fertunate result of the campa^n. Thw 
officer n6t only defended the Brkish coast and tent"* 
tory in that quairliBr, aad those of the Guickar Ra* 
jah, our ally, but reduced the fortress of Sfoacli 
Pouanghur, and dtber posts of knportance. TW» 
in every quarter of this extended warihre wte ttt 
British na^n tr^miphant On 4he shores of Gozurat 
mid Batasore, oa tl^ mountaios of the Deecan, ai>d 
in tiie plains of Delhi,, her banners wc^ siBi'pporte4 
, with equal enei^ and spi^ and victory every wjjer« 
pontinupd steadily tt> follow them. 

In the short space of three months, a succe^sbn 
of events had taken place, of such importance, as 
completely to change the relative condition of the 
British empire, and the different states of Indi&. Seven 
hundred pieo^ of cannon were taken fisom tihie enemy, 
eight fortresses subdued, either by siege or escalaife, 
their immense armfes routed and dispersed, and the 
force of the French arid Mahratta confederacy crush^ 
ed, throughodt a territory which extends a thousan4 
miles s<}uare» What seeined of greatest importance, 
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m these tmriike times, and in the x^ridcal skuatioo 
of tbe Bril^h ejnpire, then attacked sffid threatened ' 
witfi invasion, by a most inveterate and pcwerftil 
enemy in Europe ; her military reputation waa height- 
ened, the laurels she had lately gathered in Syria 
ami Egypt welfe refr«ihed, and she enjc^ed a satis^ 
fectory proof, that amidst enareasing loiury, and im- 
raineftt danger, lao portitmof the enterprise and vatour 
of h^ armies had been lost ; for all her late victories 
m tte East had been obtained ever troops not in the 
onJinary circumstances of Incfeen armies^ They were 
disciplined by European officers, and commanded^ 
wife bravery and skftl; the pr6ftciedcy they had gain* 
ed in E^iropean tactics was so great, tiiat during the 
Bttidh of Assye, the' Mahrafttas made five diflferent 
changes of position, and sustained on the same day 
an equal number of assaults before they yielded the 
combat: it wa^ by the i^nt 6f the bayonet alone 
timt they were, on that occasion, compelled to relin- 
Qoish their guns, an hundred of which were t&ken 
oa the field, by an army scarcely amounting to a 
tenth part of that which fea^ with so touch difficulty, 
k^ routed. 

The Mahratta confederacy being findiy subdued, 
t peace was concluded between the India Company, 
Dowlut . Rao Scindiah, and the Bcrar Rajah, in Ja- 
nuary 1804.- The short period of tranquillity that 
succeeded this event was speedily interrupted by 
Holkar, Mother powerful chief, v^hose e^f pulsion of 
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the Peshwa had originsdiy occasioned the war. Tl^ 
prince, though he kept alopf from the confedei;acy of 
his countTj^aoen, with an indifierenc^ which s^raeiir 
to argDe at once a deficiency of patriotism and, a 
want of sound policy, was nevertheless found to- 
maintwi the contest for his independence, with &s 
greater 6kiU and bravery, than ^y psince wh<»B ^ 
British arms had opposed in Xndia. ,- • 

The power and resources of Ilolkar hsad grading 
been encreased, like- that of the other chiefe, by tt^ 

introduction of Euisop^ui officei^ itrto his army, ^pd 
by ah improved syst^ of disciptiaa, which was ^m 
establisl^ed. Thus £miudable in itself his power moA 
rendered alaioat unassldlable 6^m the nature of Ins 
country, which is uncommonly mountainous, anclr 
duripg the rains, impassaUe, from jungles and mo- 
rasses. His skill m maintaining the pr^atocy ;.\i^: 
fare, so congenial to a Mahratta-array, waa ,$u>^ 
perior to that of the other chiefe, whose experieijce 
had soiuUy taught liim the danger of riski^^ any ju- 
gular engagement with European troops* Tliu^. al- 
though his territories were invcuied on all sides by 
detachments of the Company's forces, he constantly 
eluded their attacks, and, by the singular rajpicSly of 

• his movements, he was enabled suddenly to assemble 
almost his whole, force, and overpower whatever 
weaker detachments he might find at a distance jfixwa 
support. In this situation the troops undar Colonel 
^onsmi were surprised : this officer had marched 
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ii^nst Indoiir ti^e cajHtal, i(i concert with Colonel 
Mtffray^ who liad reached. tiiat place from 3oinbiiy» 
<»d eaptured it wi&out much ^ppositiofi r his less 
fertuflate ee^djutbr; however, after being betrayed 
b; his guides^ and deserted by a part o^ his troops^ 
^m attsb^ked by a snpe^rior force^ under Holkar himr* 
self, before which he was forced to retreat towards 
Agra^ through a ! country imp^sa^lef from the rains^ 
wmI destitute of provisi(Mis* After Several disastmu^ 
conflicts, durpfig^i netreat of seven weeks, whicti de- 
generated into a flight, the greater, part of his guns, 
^whple of the ^baggage and military stores, were'' 
lost: a few only of the, troops reached Agra at mid- 
ni^t, in a state of extreme disti^ess; the ^alier part 
were overt^eu in' their flighty aaid either massacred 
orcrueUy mutilated, by their ii^cious pursuers. 

Colonel "Willot, of the Beiigal artillery, was almort: 
cq^aliy tHisuGCes$fttl in an attack which he had plan- 
ned against a stirong post in the interior ; he 'ftiiled in 
% attempt, and soonraft:er di^d of the wounds he 
l^^^eceived. It was in BiJiwielcundi and the coun- 
ify of the RohiUag, that Holkar received the most 
consido-able checkg. From both those territories he 
^completely driven by Lieutenant-Colonel Fawcit 
and Gener^ Smith* 

i Parties of bia cavalry had been repeatedly defeated 
hi^vA Lake ; but the rapidity of their movements 
^ often javedsthem from destruction ; and it was not 
^ttth^ decisive battle of Peeg, on the 13th of No- 
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vembef, that the main^ strettgtli of tWw cnt 
chief was completely broken. At this place Jm t 
trusting; to the great strength of its po^io^^ 
successive ranges of batteries, was induced to 
A general action. From these bsEtttiHefi; whidk HP 
tended to the depth of two miles, they were^'toddl^ 
sively driven by the gallant General Frazei-, wlH>Mll 
the credit of forcing a post which had been deediM 
imprefgnable, and which Was at thid period defeoftC 
by £14 biattaiik>il^ of in&atry^ and 1 JO pieces of tttf* 

Li this briUiaftt atchtevemeht, the General^ Mb 
wounded in the 1^ and soon after was obliged tt^)« 
carried off the field : the <;ompleti(m of the i^Ulf 
thus fdl to Colonel Monson, who now saw oofuflMI 
vengeatice inflicted fw his past disasters, knd for Jbi 
unexampled crueller of his enemy, 2000 df^^wliMl 
were killed, eitiier in the batde or durmg the retMMjf 
an immense number was wounded, and amongst tlMM 
many considerable chiefe, while 87 pieces of cimiMlj 
fell into his hands, whteh partly consisted of the stfHi 
guns which he had himself lo^t during his disastro^ 
retreat to Agra. • 

Had Holkar confided mierely to his effective fymb 
in the field, liis cause might have nowl^n regajrded 
as desperate. His boldness, however/ and his tra^ 
exampled suc(*ss, had gained him the support dl 
^^veral of the native princes: among these he \mi 
seduced the Rajah of Kiuntpore, an ally o#tte Brf- 
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^ aisd tti0 ci»ef of the cetebrated east of t^ 
tie^ lB08t wiurlib^ tribe da upper India. Creneral 
hh WM tfai^refore oUiged to coventrate bi^ army> 
If4tfi^ pBOfH&y it 10 the reduction of Bhurtpore, a 
fcitrasawfa^ (Experience has proved to hav^ been 
iiislroihgest and most impregnable in the whc^e pe^ 
VmhL White thus eonployed, the dispensed titx^ps/ 
ilCHcdkar had time to r^idecvous in distant quai tcrs, 
pi fmt sfifices&lul in cutting oS bis supplies of pn>* 
wmi8| wA in plundering the surrouucKog districtsy . 
by that predatory mode of warfiue for which the 
Mi^irattasbave been celebrated. 

The leducticHi of ^urtpore, thus defended by the 
WWttig^ble *^rts:af Holkar, by it$ intrepid gar- 
i94%-aad it» ow9 natural streis^tK proved the m6st 
tfduMs ^itorpiise which the &itish troops bad ever 
^adpsiiali^n m Asia. The success of the besieged, 
^ ilppipbg foar different assaults, animated them 
^fieA coumge and intrepidity* The Ilajah and 
bi|«hole|tribe were uttked by the ties of blood as 
^•Mf civil a«Ah!0r^y.: th^ bad claim to a high 
W 4imQng the natives, which they knew must be 
fitted for ever by unconditional submission : un- 
fi^tanitely these were the only terms which General 
^ ^ifm petrmit^d |o accept. The Rajah, therefore, . 
^^wngttUected in^ Ae foit, hi^ women, his children^ 
^liis treasures, resolved to bury them all, and him- 
^ under its ruins^ rather than submit to terms 
^^to w^Fe deenaed equally disgraceful to his religion 
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Impelled by the orders of his superior, atld 
daunted by all the past disasters which the 
already suifered. General Lake resolved' to 
iinother attempt. In the account' given of if I 
dispatch to the Governor-General, dts^ 2<#' 
bi'uary, he observes^ " that it ap{)eared oui^ 
jo'n tiie 20th was to be accounted for, in a 
sure, by the occurrence ©f unexpected accideifts' 
delays, as part of the eorps who formed Ihe si 
party had surmounted the principal diffi<^ty; 
had nearly gained the summit of the basti<m, w 
I was informed, a few hours tnore battering*' 
make the ascent perfectly easy, I determined toJHptt 
another attempt yest&rday. 

*^ The party for this service consisted of the'4ii|pfe 
European force, and the two battalions of the mxm 
infantry of the Behgal army, Und the great^^^rt^ 
his Majesty's 55th and 86th . regiments,' and the gre- 
nadier battalion and flank companies of the t^ bat- 
talion of the 3d* regiment, from the Bombay divisioD. 
The whole moved onto- the attack about three t^'clctek 
in the afternoon, under the command of the Hoa 
Brigadier Monson. The. troops, most confident of 
success, commenced the attack, ^d persevered iri it 
for a considerable time, with the most determined 
bravery ; but their utmost exertions were not suffi- 
cient to enable them to gain the top of the breach. 
The bastion, which was the point of attack, was ex- 
tremely steep; the resistance opposed to them was 
vigorous, and our men could only mount by small 
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paitiias at a time ; the advanti^es were very great on 

tbe.side of th^ enemy — discharges of grape, logs of 

iHM, and pots filled with combustible materials, im- 

i ffie#ately koocked down those who were ascending; 

! andtbe wteQle-p^ty, after having been engaged in 

aaj^tetinate coi^test for two hours, and suffering very 

sa^Hfe loss, WHS obliged to relinquish the attempt, 

mi to retire to our trenches." The loss of the Brt- 

tisb army ifv this last assault; and that of the SOth, 

imouDt^ to 300 killed, and 1564 wounded: its 

vbole loss, during the different attacks, amounted fb 

[ BpiGiids of Area thousand of the bravest of our 

\tr(^; ^ile tije unconditional surrender .of the 

I place was never attained. 

i 3pje Kajah) bowever, again proposed the terms 
he had formerly offerM, and consented to pay three 

i Jwis^rfrupees to the army, and the expences of the 
W. Hostages were given for the regular discharge 
ofApse Slims, at difierent instalments. Thus the 

I la<t prince in India, who resisted the British arms, 

i wa8%irid to have made the f^ost glorious defence 
of his independence, and to have secured for himself 
tHe most honourable terms. Holkar, himself, after 
hawqg been often beaten, was at last deserted by 
dmott the wfeole of his troops, and was obliged to 
esa^>e tp the mountains, with a retinue so scanty, as 
'vi^heu-dly sufficient for the protection of his person, 
la this rimimer, an arduous campaign of eleven 
months ifas comf^t^d, after oteasioning a greater 
tel^of.btopjl aad^ treasure than had, perhaps, ever 
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been incuired by the ftut^tiion of any fkig)le f^mff* 
Nor did this daring and magnanimous Prince xron* 
sent to sue for peace till tl^ Marquis had returned 
to Europe, and till be had witnessed the diclwo^ of 
all the great chiefs of his nation ; ai)d, like aoptber 
Galgacus, had the honour of being the last n^dEi.wbo 
dared to uphold the standard of ind«peAdeiic^ ia. to 
native country* 

To enumerate thq victories obtained by our anm 
in India, and to describe tlie advantages resulting 
from them, will hereafter form the most plaasii^part 
of the British historian's duty : but to render hiiriiar* 
rative useful, he wil^ have anoiixer task to perform no 
less necessary : It will be his province to record the 
errors that may have been committed, and theu^dis' 
asters that have fdlowed thejup; Where this is ne- 
glected, history ceases* to be iostructive, andflqsteril^ 
to ibprove.' On this principle the future narr^boi^ 
of bur late campaigns in the East may probably lie- 
mark, that they have been almost uniformly atte]|ii->- 
ed with too lavish aa expaiditupe^ Although -the 
Mahratta war continued only for the space of a few 
months, and the hostilities against Tippoo were con- 
cluded with almost equal dispatch ; yet a debt hfwi 
been contracted upon the treasury of upwards .of 
thirty millions sterling. Had these operations been 
protracted by any unforttmate event, or h^d they even 
lasted the usual period of such immense lindert^- 
ings, success would have been doubtful, or ratbcar 
unattainable, from the impopsibility of companding 
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t j&m 8d«|i2ate to their e^pence. In Iridia, where 
fte rate of interest is sa enormous, and where war 
%aa occurrence unhappily so frequent^ its expencd 
opt be reduced to a scale more nearly correspond- 
^; to this resources of the country : In the progress 
of increasing territory, and of annually accumulat- 
v^ debt, our carreer in Asia is rapid and dangerous; 
noi: fa it difficult to ffnresee that abyss of destruction 
intso which even a series of victories must inevitably 
learf. 

15» fature historian may, perhaps, be credited for 
impitrtiaKty, should he hoimrd another remark, that the 
tmdies of peace wkb the Msdiratta Chiefs, which had 
begun aind cdnduded almost in a sit^le day, 
at 4!»nce. imperfect and^ precipitate; A subsi- 
4Miry treaty 'bad bein . almost uniformly concluded ^ 
4ietwSb the Company's Goverhmeot and all the 
ie^^bteuriag Princes erf In^ia, as soon as the ileces- 
% «C their condition might mduce them to engage 
iitiiat measure: The Nmbobs of Oude, and of the 
%rias^, the Ni^am, md the Peshwa had been all 
SiCQessiyely engaged to isa^itain a subsidiai y force 
k tfadb* own do&imDns. Experience, bad proved th^ 
^nvas thsd mosl etife^iual of all measures for the 
fiiMkiitg their appetite for qontinuial war^ and for 
paventing them from- plundering their own sub- 
jects; the expedient at the same time has been 
Upd to ■ supply pay and maintenance for the large 
i^iticM* that were macle to the Company's native 
lutny. In forming the lat^ trealies with, the Na|^ 

Vot, in. c 
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pore Rajah, with Scindiah and Holkar, this importsolj 
stipulation was omitted, though it had been prbpos* 
^ed before the commencement of the war, and thoQ|^ 
experience had so repeatedly demonstrated it to.fcc 
the most effectual means of securing the perman^icy 
of peace. Should a future war be afterwards 4b)ifi4, 
necessaiy to check the aggressions of these cbil^^ 
the occurrence may be justly ascribed to the waat <rf 
a subsidiary force in their territories, so nigcesssary to. 
disclose and to check their hostile' machinations kr. 

their commehcement *. 

* ' ■ 

It is alleged, by those best acquainted with the jfi^ 
ject, that our Successes in the East have heenii^^ 
formly aided by a prejudice entertained among ti>e 
natives^ that European skill and valour were^jbve- 
sistible in every open and r^lar attack. It Hwpr 
hereafter be objected, that in -the last of oi(r caiar 
pai^ sufficient care has not been taken to st^poiC. 
this opinion, so essentially necessaiy to our feituiie 
safety, amidst the miliione of Asia. The smallest 
victory, or even transient success o» their part, de- 
stroys this salutary prejudice, aod has always been 
found to animate them with the boldness and ferocity 
of tigers; and hence, there is not, perfeaf^ on recprd 
a single example of any detachment of our army, 



t The author has the s^3factIon to observe that these trea^ 
ties have been since concluded, and that the. Government of 
India had conceived the same idea of their ned&ssity which b 
here pointed out. . \ ^ ' •» 
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turning their backs, or yielding in a contest, 
that has not been almost instantly destroyed. 

The war against Holkar which so soon succeeded 
fte defeat of Boonsla and Scindiah, should not, per- 
hp^ have been undertaken till the season had fa- 
voured, and till more certain means had been provid* 
ed of compelling that chief to abandon his desultory 
warfare, and of forcing him to a decisive action. If 
he could not be surrounded by a numerous army, he 
Bhduld have at least been opposed by troops whose 
rapidity of movement was equal to his own ; and by 
detachments of sufficient Strength to resist any sud- 
ieir junction of his irregular cavalry* . , 

These dispositions df the native armies^ already 
noticed, having been demonstrated clearly, by fatal 
expferietlte, have established a maxim essentially use- 
Win Indian warfare : That hardly a single enter- 
pnse should be hazarded of doubtful issue ; and that 
no attempt should be made, till every possible means 
^ been provided for ensuring success. 

Had this maxim beeti followed with that strictness 
due to Its importance, Colonel Monson's detachment 
^oula not, perhaps, have been allowed to penetrate 
^ far, without support, into a CQjHatry i^endered al- 
n^ost impassable by the rains: and;;' bad the conse- 
quences of a check been sufficiently kept in view, 
^ officer would, perhaps, not have receded a step 
i^fore an enemy, where retreat was destruction. 
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The same observations are^ by some, thought a|N 
plicable to the storming of the fort of Bhurtpore; 
An example of European skill and bravery bfiing 
compleatly baflJed in the presence of the natives; 
in five different assaults, was, they imagine, fer 
more detrimental to their reputaticMi, tiian its*<!j^>- 
ture could have been advantageous to our caiee.' 

But notwithstanding all these exceptions, and 
after allowing these remarks, whatever ifY^ortanee 
they may be fcmnd to merit, still ample iw»n ii^:te~ 
left for csommending the spirit of ouf Ilid i> l iift» 
vemment and the conduct xrf the afmy. wi^ 
short space of six year5, more had b«tt ^MJlPltff 
IMarquis Wellesley for the destruction of FreisSh in- 
fluence in the East, a^d f6r the enlafgen^nt ^ se- 
fcurity of the British dominions, than ever had 
accomplished by any Governor of IndW: Thi 
out that extensive country he left no Europ^atif«b 
discipHne the native armies, nor arty indepeikl8tt 
powers under ^ whom they could tally^ iri^^order^ 
controul the British Goveriiiiient. Under hhi admP 
nistration, that government, for the first time since 
its establishmajt in Asia, had the opportunity of pur- 
suing plans of improveitoent withdut the op^tosifiofi 
of an open foe, or the controul of a rival po'v^*^. ' 
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SECTION II. 



WriuCBM^KTS TO A^TTEMPT THE IMFROVEMEyT 
OF TBfE €6NDITI©N^ OF THE JJATIVES OF INr 

■'WA. - ^ • , . . 



FM)if fha s&^t sketch aibave ^ven of our late cam* 
pa%is in^India, k appeftrs that the Britbh t^ritories 
ia tbsl quiarter; have been greatly extended^ They 
"^ actually ^comprehend oe^xly one half of Hin- 
do9tan and the Deecw ; while the powi^ and infiu* 
ence of tie British govemnient ha3 become para- 
oaount over the whole pemnsula. 

ftom>^ vicinity of A^a^and Ddhi, the ancient 
cajMtds <rf the Mogul &npire, die British domitjtions 
^ pfesent stretch east and southward, on both sides 
^the Ganges to the bay of B^i^l, throu^ a range 
^country of mor^ titttn a thousand miles, and con- 
^ning, perb«4», the largest and most fertile plain on 
4e fecQ of the globe. Along the whole coast of ^ 

c3 
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G)romande], her detached pos^esskms have h^m 
united, and a free comaiunication established be- 
tween the Presidencies, a circumstance which iMi 
formerly dependent on the will of the Raja of Be» 



ran i 



The acqumtions mad^ in tli^ese dUnpalgnsr 
side of the Mysore, P.ocMiah, ai^^ Gwzerat, hane A 
so consolidated the British pow^ 00^ the coast of 
Malabar, and opened new sources of comm^ce en 
the west of Aidia. And lastly, notwithslaii#3g.,t^i(flp 
accessions, of t^rritcHy^ tl^ afsaila&lle ^ipptitti^^O^'llii 
Indian Empir? is actually leQ8fin^«.l^$bQi<^v€i^|liJir 
of the Mahratta confederacy. Instead of en^||^|||^ 
as formerly, their vast empire, it is now confif|^(o 
a direct line, stretching across the upper part^>j<lie 
peninsula, j^ough, in the'bpmiop of ittsu!iy,.fl^M' 
ready been done for the enlaigeineirt of dui:(;fiOwfr# 
the East: much also has been e&qteci fw ^*«e* 
curity ; smce more ample means have been acqinrpd 
of maintaining peace and of s^purtog the acbranta^ 
of a regvdar government . . ' 

1. The very extent, however, of our Eastern Em- 
pire impedes new obligatii^s., If its external defiance 
be not rendered more difficult; the danger i^ k)mg 
it by other accidents, is perhaps, much greater^^v^^ 
magnitude of our Indian commerce, riders '^^d 
peculiar importance to the naval power pf Biilittki« 
Though the resources erf the empire not only survived 
the separatiph of America^ but ccJntr^ to geiirral 
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^pectation, contimied to flourish, it can hardly be 
ima^ped, that aftar tte kas of India, its navy could 
sndntain the same pre-eminent nu^. 

: ' * ■ 

The internal energies of a free, commercial, and 
^terprising nation, are great, yet, by adverfe cir- 
^sm&^mces, they*mtay not only be weakaned, but ulti- 
matety destroyed. The naval establishment of the 
indk Compsxxy, exclusive of the extra and country 
vessels, afid armed cruisers, amounts to upwards of 
O06|]EplAred sail of regular ships : these are mosdy 
dTi^^lMrSt to oecupy a station in the line, while their 
employs nearly 10,000 seamen, llieir 
army is already greater than that of the i^te, 
dbftvhe tentorial revenues by which it is supported, 
utedltot anntiafty to the sum of seventeen milhons 
iMffogf so company, in liie records of commerce, 
iSM'fSK^^ed such a magnificent property, or so 
^ettaikval power: its los^, when it arrives, must 
<jperate povi^rfiilly to shake, if not to subvert the go- 
Vfcitnefit A liberal and humane treatment of the 
luftives of India, seems to be one of the best means 
of airerting this catastrophe, which must piove dan- 
gitbos, and which rtiay prove fetal to the parent 
Steles- Over so ^^t an ejctmt of empire, and over 
Ite almost xountless Multitudes of its subjects, a go- 
ipdinmetat of ben^ts and mutual affection will al- 
ifti^ be found stronger than a government of force, 
<««<rffear^ 

€4 
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2. The distance of our eastern domiiiicmskfipom Ae 
seat of goi^emment, fiiniishfis another mbtive fer* 
adopting measures of coociyen^n and hexisSamMlh* 
into the system of administration. Jn Asia, com^itaNIr^ 
are not merely rapid but frequent,, aad this ^reoidkmcjv- 
has rAidered changes in. some de^^ee-fanuliar ti^tilM 
people ; but our Indian territories are not od^H^M^* 
most important, they are also the most remoW^ of-- 
all tile dependencies of the empire* insurrectiiMte. 
and disturbances in that (quarter,, could, almc^t^M^ 
occasion, be quelled by £uropean succouiil||iij!i!ivib|^ 
previous to their arrival, mtist Imve trave(iil^,wi»; 
more than half the globe. That power,- thertiilif , 
can hardly be deemed very pernmnent, whiclMMMfe^ 
r^sts upon means of support so distant, that ^fll» 
tack and ruin may be compleated before eveWi^iB* 
mour of its invasion had reached its defen^h^ 
Hence it is on the internal resources of itfdmitti^ 
that its govemitient must diiefly rely for ifc^ ^tMStf 
and power, * \ '" •'" 

It must look to die TOmiiiigr, the attachment, aftid 
the increasing energies of the native inhabitants for 
its principal support. These advantage, however, 
can only be secured by ccrnciliitting the afifections of 
the natives, by promoting, on ^fewry occasion, ttiOTf 
true interests. This effort, to an enli^tened peo^e, 
can never appear in (he tight of a sacrifice, sifice Ihe 
different parts of a state are united by the sarnie ritt* 
terests. ^ ' .- ' . 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



4s^il^ pri^se&ttrState of £wope (which iajit$ ori* 
gin wA GSeci^, is trhoUy uiifxami^ed,) seems to ki- 
o^S^ Q^v fDaxioiB and duties ^x the conduct of its 
]^#^ Xh9 goverpisi^t of evQry ^te which retains 
^f^eifi:)pQW^. or ev^ the prospect of inde- 
p^jii^pM^;t.#PPS9i^ in this event&il crisis to be iqi-^ 
p^^imly Clotted upop/to improve and invigorate ^11 
iter^urc^. . l^he fi^w remaitiiag fttates must either 
IWfide for a.^aar^ dombiued^ Hud 6r>ei:geti<^ defence, 
(^.thm names ^p^ apeedilj <(|i^ppear from the list 
^f<N9d«p|j|dent natiotxs. This seems now to be the 
^)ffl«!i3rtf thmr existence, and, unless speedy 
^QiWittQfe i^igiy^n.tQ }ts cpj)ditioi]^, th^jr ruin my^t 
apKMph with the speed of an armed man* 

fM4NiiBt$sp^j^ali liereafter enquiie,^ what aircum- 
miyits bay0 S0 rapdiy ^vfmced the external power 
^litlfeeyiBI^Uieste- of^^tfep Frcaoh nation,jigit ^ period 
^f^^ s^t-.of Eurofie, apparently at least, enjoy- 
ed its full yigojiir and maturity^ it can hardly fail tfl 
(%era4jj€i true cause — sitk ilhberal jealousy, arising 
^p a.6tai|§ ^ i^tractod riKalship and hatred, be- 
tw«^ ^e. tt^riouQdic^ nfvti!^^]^. Thi^ has entailed 
I u§Q|i 4hmr gqyerpn^ients a selfishness and fatuity, 
w^ {wwe^ts tibem alike ^m discerning tiiek true 
Mi6|r|^ i^ the, extent of their danger. In this 
^.^ l^iio^ H^tuatk^ Europe still beholds them, 
yw^iafter year^ falling ikm ' easy, and almost willing 
^fiotims^,of.ii people whi^dB they had, in former times, 
often vlHquishf dv . 
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What other cause Itfu sueccfitehreiy laid so raaii^ 
nations, long renowned for valour, at the feetxif m 
upstart, distinguished by no depth of pqbcy, vmiijlfllf 
enlarged views of government ? a man vAiO c uili ' rite 
cern no glory, but in beholdii^ the mutual' di6U W» 
tion of contending armies in the field; and wibo^ 
the spirit of the purest Vandaliam, is looking Gsft^ 
lonies, ships, and conimercfe, to spring up amkik 
the devastation of continual war, and the convulsions 
occasioned by his in^d;iable ambitiom *:*♦■;• 

Sph^ited refflstance, or onlimkied 9i3i)]^ectian, is mt 
the only altei^iative which remains to the ci^illNi 
nations, and their governments. Let them lay iMlrii 
their selfishness and jealousy ; let them unite tl^dll # 
forts, and this new Attila, which their own*.<^Wl|iiPii 
has raised in tiie heart of Europe, may y^lMie 
crushed. It is the peculiar. ^ory of the*&itiglkMr 
tion, that she has early foreseai this new teootfONif 
her rank as an independent state. Amidst the apfttlif 
atid blindness which has ruined so many govemmeii^ 
she has vigorously employed all her resources, <ilii 
met every new aggression with fi*esh energy. Thoiq^ 
opposed by every power, both in Europe and ia 
India, which French hostility could raise a^ku»st 
her, every new combination -of her aiemie^ iNi 
not only added fi*esh laurels to hc$r warrtoi^' iMt 
seems to have imparted new vigour to her resoitr* 
ces, and enlarged her docninions. In this* wise and 
spiritrd policy let her pe;-severe ; and s^::e tha 
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vigfior of her measurts has, in ttefae critical times^ 
QOionly effected the defence of all her territories, 
^ has greatly enlarged her Indian empire, itbe- 
immthse to pranreto her new snt^ects, that the ge^ 
aeiimty of Biatonsk not inferior to thetr«^ and 
^n difiusing ^ bles^gs of peace, and the bene- 
Itsof^good govemmeiit, they are not less active than 
m tba^ pursuit of victorjf » 

-4u We are impdled to redress the grievances, and 
aflodiioiafee the conditi(m of our Indian subject^, in 
Older t£ne(t§ite the odious calumnies land imputations 
wUek'lte jealousy itfiivals: has cast upcm our go- 
iwnentz All the evils whidx Avtre ever ascribed 
t»<hl,mmffice ofi Carthage, or the ambition of Rome, 
4M»ifi|iprra5i<m of nations, and desolation of provin- 
ca^'have heea loudly dmrged aga!i]bt our Indila. a,d^ 
It has been accnaed of not merely sub- 
; <foe ancient Mogul Empire, but of substituting 
bitero(»n a system of peculatkMi, . anarchy and ra- 
pat; asd qi odnfidsag the happiness of the natives, 
mA th^ i^op^ty, tb mea- of dissolute lives, and 
IM^ita charactefs*: 

uXbe first of these inqpttfid;k)ns ccmtains an anaehror 
t so gross Aud^pabK that, to such as are a^:? 
wi& the history of India, it cannot possibly 
imdrany^refuta|ion; yet since the illusion has b^eii 
^ead among the virigar, with uncommon malignity 
sod su&ess, it certaialy merits some notice. From 
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tvtrj authoitic gtaiement of liiBtQiicai facts, we leai% 
that the Mogul Empire contained Ia its^ the m^ 
of its.destructbn; that it vaB at iiier period 
grofis irregulanties aad q>en rebtUkmj that^ 
croachma:its of i^ffopepn hatioiis sddotn i 
with the imperial power; and that the acqui 
of the British, bdng the Utt^ were sul 
its. dissolution, • . ^ :^\A^ 




We ie^irii ihmr tibto hutorian f ensfata^ m^^^Ek 
tim^ £rom the testio^uiy of men still li\ririg}i|j|fiir<tia|| 
armies were not opposed to tiioaei^the lifligp^. 9^1' 
histbrimi^ . in one instance indeed, i iiinjjjiiwi Jim 
^^ from the negligence of certain goveriiora^JHiNr 
districts on the eoasttiid ia^ea into^the 
the ido^tcMfs of Europe)" but the coa^rt 
completely sabdued, and he does not a6ser4v' 
theaie disdicts were pDeviomly in Ihi 
the Eb^)^^. *^ i^r^sibilV 

It appears also^^^rom tl^ moit authentic <3ec9c4t 
that the Portuguese wereMtded at O^tti^i^ ^mm 
to the submission of Bengal to the Qnirtof Delliiv 
According to tl>e accurate Oiine, the £n^h, and 
not the Mc^s, were the iirst |K»^e8S0Qr& of^^m«^ 
district on the coast tA Cormnandisl, of n^idi Ibpt 
were deprived, thou^ they purchased it^roto i^ ami 
tive prince, the origins^ proprietor* In feet, during 
the splendour of the Mogul em^re,^ power of Eu- 
ropeans, and especially of the English,, Wfu; too in- 
\ ■ ^ ■ 3 -^ • ■ 
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eomiderable to decision atty alarm, ijiitch less any 
sub^mttial ngury to the coiitt of Delhi. At that pe- 
rM^liie power of ttiese fiatioos was chiefly of a mari- 
feie^ftature, and so far from imf>eding the general 
prosj^ty of Ate empare, rtodered the most essential 
eerfitb to its comifterce, and to ttie safety of its sub- 
ject? dtaing Aeir pilgrimages io Mecca. ITiis ser- 
vice was tendered in the most conspicuous manner 
by the &iglish, who not only humbled the power^of 
Afi^pii^^lKtt extiirpated mimbers of the pirati(5al statei^ 
m* #ie Bf^iib^r, who bad continued to infest that 
iShet, M&^ plunder the commerce of Jndia, Tor no 
leaf 1 ]RNfiod than two thousahd years. 

^^Mspp^eMi, therefwe, to have been from the trea- 
flfeMMl ssrvaiits of the court, and from the usurpers 
oHfe/«(]^Hmty, tha* the Europeans have chiefly ac- 
IpA^ llheir Ind«m possessions. What seems most 
lelM^^kable in tiiese occurrences is, the conduct of 
these upstart princes themselves : instead of dreading 
tiiNidhity <^ <he iBiitisb, they courted their inter- 
Mtne, isffled f^ardied th^ir trfliance as a desirable ob- 
jMt; Thek sxtiv^^ at once opened a market fo^ their 
commodities in the West, and encreased the demand 
fifrtfean; while the importetimi of specie, in pay- 
ittldt, sdtenlated tlie industry of the indolent natives, 
rti ^inriched their sdveragns. 

It was the influeni^ ^ these powerfar motives, 
mefcer than th«4icftidental services of Mr Broujjhton, 
^ich, sorae^im'^ -after, th^ settlement in Bengal, 
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procured for the British the Pkirmaun of the Emps^ 
ror, and the Sunnud of his Viceroy, iestaWishing a 
commerce that had already been found mutually* lib- 
neficial. The fear of losing ^this European tit^te^ 
and the revenue accruing from it, often influenced' 
the councils of the native princias. 'It opeteted so 
powerfully on the rude and tumultuary government 
of^rajah Dowlah, in Bengal^, that he sent pressing 
inlftations to the British to return to Calcutta, only 
a few months ajfter he had massacred the greater pii 
of tiieir countrymen, and expelled the rest from Mki 
dominions. In revenging this cruelty the lidia GCHlh 
pany coniquered Bengal ; but it was from a prmise 
wIk) had already thrown off his allegiancte to tii^ 
court: and the imperial government, now redu^WtD 
a shadow, felt no other effect from the trai^mrtkM), 
than the overthrow of one of ite most powerful ene* 
mies. Circumstances nearly similar attended jlttiie 
BryHstl conquest^ in regard to the Moguls : and ^ 
aged representative of their monarchs, derives cU tiie 
present moment from them, his sole protecticm ag^riSt' 
the cruelty of his enemies, and hk only support aod 
consolation amidst the infirmity of his advanced ^ 
years. 

Bujt besides these alledged encroachments of tbe 
India Company on the Imperial power, it has beee' 
accused of cruelty and rapacity in the territdries ttkt 
were thus acquired. If this imputation be supported 
by facts*, our Indian government must long since 
have become, not only unpopular, but odious, both 
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lo the native princes and their subjects. ' From these 
quarters, howevier, no complaint ha3 been heard. 
T^ fevourable view in which the princes regarded 
the settlement of Europeans among them, ha? jusf 
been noticed, and the sentiments of their subjects 
have been more uniformly and decidedly iri favour of 
fliat measure. , 

» 
The disbursement ot specie to the native trades-^ 
meoj^ heir wages, which are re- 

gular have enabled multitudes 

amor 3s to su|^ort themselves 

and i 3gree of comfort experien- 

ced ] rt of that country. And 

the m has thus benefited the la* 

bouring poor has strongly contributed to improve 
the xoaxims. of government, even among the natives 
thenM«^ves, In the vicinity of Europ^n factories, 
those predatory bands, which had so long infested 
the rest of the peninsula, havej been gradually sup- 
pre^d by the operaticwi of a regular police. Those 
tumults and devastations consequent on so many re- 
volutions, have long fince begun to di^ppear, and 
bave been succeeded by a degree of order and secu- 
rity, which affords many encouragements ta the far- 
mer and naanufacturer that were formerly unknown } 
lence the surrounding districts have long enjoyed a 
itate.o/ much comparative tranquillity, and are. at 
)resent distinguished by a degree of wealth and pro-, 
perity, which will in vain be sought for in an^pther^ 
lart of India. Tlie financial operations of 4te In- 
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dia govemmeHt seesti to juatify these dttft^tneMs, ^ktc 
its land revenues have gradually increased in tke^ 
diffeitnt territories, and at present far surpa^d^Ad 
amount in the most prosperous days of tte Jlf<^ 
empire. 

These are the unequivocal symptoms, not rf of 
pression^ but of a just and equitable go vermaent 
and that such is the comparative sta^ of the £»ro 
pean territories, and the rest of Imlki^ %e hrn^ tti 
concurring testimoay of almost every pertftm wjhoha 
examined the ^ate of that coiintry, AGC<Krdingti 
the most credible accounts, every lk>urisWng fommi 
either of their building, or has been supported m 
inci'eased ' by their CMMnepce* The m^Bt im^ntf 
cent palace, perha|)S, in the tvhole of lactta; is^ A 
work of the late Goventor^Getieral * : tiMi • ^*i 
mosque at Benares was c^fitistructed to.ccMiicyiHIe tb 
Mahomedans, and both the plan and execirtion ar 
to be ascribed to Mr - Hastings. The most super 
monument of architectural skill of which upper 'iiwB 
can boast^ was erected by Claude Martine^ a pi^M 
adventurer from Europe. In a word, it has bee 
observed, that wherever Europeans have settiec 
there you. invariably discern the traces of a m<sr 
energetic government, and the atchievementff^^rf 
more enterprising people. A most satisfactory fKW 
of this feet is exhibited by the garrisons. stud auitofj 

* Tftc new Goternment.house, treete^ by the Marqa 
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that hare been erected by the India Company, 
Ihe defehoe of the country, and the accommoda- 
jof the trbof^. These buildings are constructed 
fer siiipa^ing every establisment of that 
ra'Asia^ and are still qnequailed in most nations 
•feJEttlope.1 ^' 

%v£u^ tfie.gne&ter part of tlies^ improvements, have 
k$m eflfected by thefBriti^ nation ftlone, in the very 
(tf ii^ power, and while she was yet contend- 
.^ipr European rivals, and a multitude of na- 
(^|jpl4os> which they had raised up against her> 
ra»ote ages of peace and tranquillity,^ in 
#ie Hindoos erected tljose immense fabrics 
purposes, of their superstition, and which are 
in the country, no buildiDigs hiave been con- 
, i>f equal magnificence, to those which the 
imvp erected within the last forty years. 

idap pnyves nearly a just representation of the 

ft^iahment of th^ British power in the East, 

!itf its subsequent administration, we shall be at 

to discover those bold features of iniquity and 

ce with which the envy and disappointment of 

f\yph have painted Jtv The tribute of their hatred 

lia|>s no small degree of praise : and it would 

difficult (were we in this island unaqiiaint- 

party rage,) to ' accountj^or the unqualifiecf 

rqjrobation to which it has been doomed by SQme of 

kttir Statesmen ;and pqlitifcal writers. A late** orator, 

idludin^ perhaps, to the" Mogul conquests in India, 

Vol. III. 1^ 
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thus exclaims *; '^ the Asiatic coqquenm baud sms 
abated of their ferocity ; and the short life of mm 
had been sufficient to repair the waate they J|pd 
occasioned. But with'^e Enj^ish the case was ^ 
tirely different; their conquests vrere still m the 9tati 
they had been in twenty years ago* Thqr Vods IW 
more society Avith the people, than if they still resid- 
ed in England ; but, with the view of makkig fortunes, 
rolled in, one aftisr another, wave after wave; so 
that there was nothing before the eyes o^ the iMkbts^ 
but an endless flight of birds of (Hrey and |»iswg^ 
with appetites continually reoewii^ for a food Aat 
was continually wasting. With us there were.no re- 
tributary superstiticHis^ by which a foundation of dia* 
rity t compensated for ag^ to the poor, for tiie in* 
juries and rapine of a day. 

*^ With us, no pride erected stately monmooiits, 
which repaired the mischiefs pride had occasioned 
and adorned the country out of its own spoils.; Eng- 
land had erected no churches, no hospitals, W) pa- 
laces, no schools : England had built no brid^j 
made no high-ways, cut no navigations :{;, di^ no 

* Vide Burke's speech on fox^s lodia bill. I 

f It was iu>t for maaj eeiUuriefl^ that the Mog1l^ conquests 
in India wfife compleated: and #hen compleate^, ftnnoal 
plunder was always a part of their gystem^ on collecting th^ 
ceTenues. The only hospitals in India for even the recep^on 
of natives, .are buil^ bj^he English. 

% The canals of India, fell to ruin, or were filled daring the 
anarchy which succeeded the Mognl dynasty : The only one? 
now in use are of English structure. 
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::onqueror of every other 
\ monument of state or of 
>ut^were we to be driven 
hing vrauld remain to tdi 
during the inglorious pe- 
ony thing better than the 



krhich this harangue can 
and that, in almost every 
ctly the reverse of truth, 
sion of the highest tribunal 
3lemn trial. 

br adveiting to it is to 
es of ottr first sefttlers in 
i&vourable opinion of their 
blic assemUy could possi- 
1 of exa^ration so gross, 
No conquests were, per- 
Mne disturbance^ and some 
>rder of things. This at- 
oonquest ; the first sobju- 
w^ver, accomplished by a 
Aioned lest vidence than 
i in history : If the fact 
agression was solely on th^ 
e gialt fnust be theirs also. 

sessions are speedily wear- 
jrseverance in a mild and 
D 2 
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conciliating system of governmentis .tke best meani 
of entirely effacing tiiem. An assidfaous attenstioQ"lo 
measures of this natur^will always be found iberhet 
and most powerful refutation of tbefmaieii^lentid- 
veetives that 'may have been thrown out hgilittsethc 
agents of oqr India Govei^inieDt. Sevecaua>f ^ 
most respectable of its servaats, have ioag'Biiitc.re- 
commended them to the Court of Directors ; actuate 
ed solely by a regard for the comfort of 4fatr natii^ 
A very intelligent work has latdybtaeik: pal^islKid 
oa the.^iiculture lUid commerte ^ Bei^l, by tiro 
of the is^rvantS of the Company *: It breai&e^ the 
spirit of true benevolence, and details many ^tudonal 
schemes of improving the condition of our Asiatic 
subject^. Were th^e plans found impractieable, 
(wbicii they /j0rtamly are hot) this work has stili the 
inerit of riendering the st^te. of that remote country 
better kaown th^n it hag ever yet been in Europe: 

■« With. the same beneficent intentions, a clergyman 
Qf a very limited fortune, has >et4vanced the sum of 
twQ tbOusQnd pounds to be distributed to the British 
Unive?s.kiesj . for the mosfet approved essays on the 
mjBdtnH of civilising the natives of IiKlia, aind of diffu- 
sing the Christiaa religion in the, eastern world. 

Though the disquisitions of .studious aadr speadaJ 
tive nien njay not, ^rhaps, ; suggest m^ny arrange^ 

* Mr Colebrook, one of the proTincial judges^ and M| 
Lambert, an intelligeitt merchant in Calcutta. 
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<rf i»ractiail value ; yet these essays are ably 
mUsxiy aod poeaess at least the merit of drawing a 

^nmeii attention to a very important enquiry. 
ftc fi-.'ii' i ' 
n^l^OfG^j^^moagthe natives are known to have made 

EiiBguiLge and' literature of Europe their favourite 
Jy; and thcar success has been proportioned to 
if avidity in the pursuit *. The very idea of eai- 
l^ying the talents and learning of the most celebrat- 
itd:fii6oo in £urope, in discussing the means of pro- 
jaotdi^jtii^ happiness, must prove highly flattering 
to thesitQi^. Such persons in India, ins every where 
the puWic opinion by the influence of their 
and reputation ; and although they may 
smile at the ineptitude of the means that 
^IflWjbeeQ proposed for promoting, their comfort^ yet 
jdiP'-Mitfttrt fail to receive favourable impresaion^ 
fiwi plsms unquestionably benevolent. . 

; U4. . In the last place, we are bound to promote the 
aod civil iipprovement of the natives of In- 
^ ibi, from a regard to the safety and comfort of that 
■portion of our countrymen who aie settled among 



In Iddia, without an efficient police, and much 
^ cwpe- in the prevention and punishment of crimes, 

D 3 

* This is certainly true of Tuff ussil Hossein Kan, and many 
others, the employment of whom in diplomatic and military 
stations has done niuch credit to our India Government. 
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both life and property would soon become altogpltor 
inseoire* The native character, howNrer amiaWc io 
some respects it may^jf^pear, is frequemiy aloiMi 
with vices directly hostile to society. The crime ef 
perjury, from the great defects of thefar r(lq;k»w w^ 
tern, is remarkably prevalent, and, ki many msteMMk 
renders the execution of justice diffiadt and in^ioi^ 
siMe. 

*^ The prevalence of this vice," says Sir Jamei 
Mcintosh, " which I have myself observed, is, pm*^ 
haps, a more certain criterion of a general (fissolo* 
tion of moral principle, than other more daring and 
ferocious crimes, much more terribte to the tma^uia* 
tion, and of which die immediate consequences aire 
more destructive to society. ' Perjury indicates lie 
absence of all the common restramts by whidi mod 
are withheld from the ocmmission <^ crimes^r it u 
an attack upon seiigion and law in the very point of 
their uqion for the protection of human society. It 
weakens the foundatk)n c^ every right, by ren(tofi|ig 
the execution of justice ui^ttainable. 

Sir William Jones, after long judicial experience, 
was obUged, reluctantly, to acknowledge thb moral 
depravity of the natives of India. He had carried 
out with him to tliat country a strcxig prejudice in 
their favour, which he had imbibed in the course of 
hi3 studies ; and which in him, was, perhaps, neither 
unamiable nor ungraceful. This prejudice he could 
not longer retain against the universal testimony of 
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fimfopeam^ and the iniormoiis examines of depravity 
Mtaong the natives which he often wtnessed in his 
iMkiai capacity. .^ 

»? - 

^* a-society thus circumstanced, crimes must of- 
1K6dcape det^on; and when detected the ends 
«# jtatice must sometimes be defeated. Hence in 
bdia, the records of the criminal courts are not a 
true mei^ure of the guilt of the coriinf unity ; and the 
trtcttrity of individuals is much less perfect than in the 
dMence df such moral diseases. 

llius it immediately concerns every European who 
^sSt&es in India, however humble his station, or bow- 
<*er n^mrow the sphere of his usefulness, to lend his 
41 in suppressing these vices, and thereby prevent- 
%11ie evils which are the result of them. Every in- 
#4lua} setder in tbiu country, occupies the ^ation^ 
lifter of a master of numerous servants, or of a 
magistrate or chief amcwig many dependents. His 
idSiience is far greater than it was in Europe ; and 
hk motives for suppressing#mmorality much stronger. 
The station he occupies will often suggest to him, 
fiat one of the most important ends of life, is to 
rtader, some at least of the human race happier, 
aod that this is most effectually done by making 
them better : If they fail in thus improving the lot 
of the natives, the task will promote their own vir- 
tue* ; and will assuredly refute those charges of 

* Sir James M^ntosh's charge to the Grand Jury. 
D d 4 
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J 



injustice, rapacity, and dissipation^ wluch have often 
been made against them. 

" It would be invidious and unbecoming,*' says a 
late writei-*, " to point out the particular ill coudi^flt' 
of those who have filled important situations m Brir. 
tish India. Their rapacity, their injustice, and their' 
contempt of religion are subjects of common noto* 
riety, injurious (o that country where ttiey have 
speiit their early manhood, and destructiw also «f 
morality in this, where they exhibit in unreyerenced 
age, instances of successful vice, and of opulent 
depravity." ' v 

* Mr Cockburn, in an essay whkh obtained the Buelmnni^ 
prize in the University of Cambridge, where this gentieman.b 
appointed Chruiian Advocate. It is worthy of remark, that 
no particular malversation is here laid hold of, in order '(b 
ground this undistinguished and invidious charge. This, Ae 
'modest essayist says, would be unbecoming : other moraKili 
have held, that, before libelling a numerous and respectable 
body of men with the grossest ijoiputations, the charges shonW 
not only be specific, but fully proved ; it deserves notice also^ 
that the immediate occasion o^ penning this unprovoked and 
illiberal attack, was to obtain a magnificent bounty held out 
to the litera'ry world, by one of those rapacious and aban- 
doned servants, who are here so cruelly stigmatised ; and^ al* 
though it may occasion the reader some surprise, we are obli- 
ged to add, also, that' this extraordinary production of the 
Christian advocate^ in the University of Cambridge, was 
judged by that learned body deserving of the prize. 
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Efery body of men so numerous as diat wWch 
contains the civil, military, and judicial servants of 
tfe Honourable. East India Company, must include 
isiifoidi^ls oi aknost every description of character. 
rDwamneirous class of Britkh ^ibjects, who have so 
Mfetes&Uy supported the interest and honour of 
tiw country in ^ Asia, have, with more justice been 
dancterised, as humane, liberal, and brave. A 
Bioadily/ allowance erf pay, ample but not .extrava* 
gdnt, has afforded the Honourable Company a 
clMKce of its servaits, not enjoyed in theibreign set- 
tlei^ils tf fmy otiier nation. Hence in all the 
brao^hetf.of >their service are to be found many of 
t)^ highest Tafik, and the most liberal education. 
lliadvfl ctepartaent, in particular, has long been an 
<A|Eiet of ambition to the younger members. oS the 
ip&n&Uies in Britain^ Thtaoiitumstance has; been 
|gi£bE#ve of joiany advunta^* Men of hereditary 
iriM^^idad -high expectations in iJurope, have, been 
flMi*im«viUing to forfeit these objacts in the |last, 
l^jBK^ either of meanness or insiitbordination. Their 
fMI^ as magistrates, judges, and officers, has geue- 
. i^y been discharged without, that selfish and illibe- 
ilrf^ftttentioQ; to small gains and i>ecuniary advantages 
^•tech is so apt to characterise the agents of a mer- ^ 
cil^lebody. They have accordingly been distin- 
gi^hed by acts not of mere chiarity only, Iwit pf mu- 

iwicence rarely to be found in any rank erf. life. 

The malignant climate of India, and the uncer- 
tainty of Ufe in a region where it is so frfcquently cut 
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off -by disease, has produced among some mdivkit 
that spirit of extravagance^ whkb in Batavut the i 
camse has created anapug the pareimonioas 
This spirit^ however, fe more than counterl 
by the habit of savii^ monthly, a small 
their allowances, to enable tliem to revisit their : 
country, ami there to support their advanced life m 
(feclining years : a period which all are equally i 
rous to spend in'the mkist of their rdatiom^ and iM 
the bosom of their native land. -i*| 

This is by &r <lie moot universal and steady 
ciple of action, among the servants of tiie 
Company ; iand if tiiey are to be characterised g5* , 
nerally by any one {H'evafling qui^, it is by an 
ceconoiny in their expenditure, which is somettiail^ 
seen to degenerate into parsimony. la number, iM 
servants of the Company, are little inferior Id lta» 
civil and military establishment of Crreat Britam; fef 
blood or connection they are allied to almoift ewi^ 
family in the United Kingdom; their savings uM» 
matdy rest there, to the annual amount of neai^* 
two millions steriing ; and for this imtnense sum no* 
thing is advanced but the expence of their early edu-* 
. cation : they have adventured on a remote and Ssm^ 
gerous service, where they have hitherto successftdfy 
upheld the honour, and the interests of tiiieir country ; 
the con^it and safety of such a respectable class of 
our countrymen forms of itself no mean inducement 
for attempting the moral improvem^ftl of our native 
subjects in India. ^ 

It 
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bdongs to liiat gamsnmtyy ^Mdi has hith#rto 
dtaraicbKutic of Britoos, not merely to acquire 
podsessums, but to dvilke and improve thtoi* 
t the present moment command more etten* 
{territories in Asia, Africa^ and Ammca, than 
fell under the domii^on of any ancient or mo* 
nation. It Js of hi^ importance that they feel 
mAre^ct the duties of a situation, in which they 
me to contvoul the destinies of so large a portion of 
flie human race. It is perhaps of no less importance^ 
that the individuals entrusted with so perilous a ser- 
vne should be protected by the police of the country, 
mA Ae moral discij^e ot^ the natives. 

In circumstances to which there are attached so 
tmof arduotis duties, and so much responsibility, it 
B«Hisolalory»to reflect, that by the very constitu- 
tkm of human a£^rs, the intercourse of nations tends 
9faDOSt invariably to their improvement. There is a 
steady progress to civilization among communities 
mnoh connected together, which is often concealed 
feom thansdves^ and which arises not'so much from 
tlie policy of government, as from the original consti- 
tution of human nature itself. To this it is owing, 
that amidst all the complaints that have been made 
against the British government in India, so. many so- 
lid, thou^ unfoieseen advantages have been mutual- 
ly conferred on both oountries. 

From this sooirce tiie Asiatics have derived the arts 
of printing and of ship-building, as well as the practi- 
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calfAise of the manners compass, if Europe has \ 
rived from the East the benefits of inoculatkniv 
latter hasTeceived in return^ the Jenaman imj 
mentof the discovery^ by which so many, 
lives are annually saved*. If we consider 
these improvements separately, it Wll be fcftii 
imply important changes in the condition of 
Taken together they assuredly constitute the 
solid- benefit thai one portion of the human race i 
ever conferred upon another. 

All these reciprocal advantage, lyhich have, 
crued either to the Etiropean or Asiatic natka:!^' j| 
must be remarked, have arisen from no premeditatal 
plans of improvement projected by either party : idusf 
are wholly to be ascribed to the silent, but steacH 
operation of an intercourse that has already existed^ 
on a limited and imperfect scale, for nearly two oea^ 
turies. Had the 'dialect which became the mediufii 
of communication, been less rude and impeifect,^or 
better understood, there can remain Kttle 4<>ubt that 
the mutual benefit, resulting from this established m- 
tercourse, would have been more considerable. But 

^ The British govern m en t has interfered in spreading tbe be- 
nefits of this discoYery among the natiyes. Three medical gen. 
tlemcn have been appointed to supply the vaccine matter, and 
to conciliate the natives to its application, "f hey are fond o'f the 
cow from religious prejudices, and tbeteU^'ANi'yreason to be. 
lieve that the practice of vaccination vrill be fioon universally 
adopted throughout the whole penj^jliila^ j||ul the adjoining 
jiaits of Asia. , ' ■ \ .• 
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the trngofi^'iofAMa ire becmningf year ttfter 

inoiid £stmilmr> te Europeans, it* unavoidably 

thKtitte>febffimumcitk)n of knowle^ mi^jst 

r43ecQine:aiore rapid and fertensi\«f; hence 

irltB of die ensuing -cdirtftryqiiist in all 

i^ ^pnrrt more Considerable ihaniekhtfrigfithe 

¥9*t The Hindostanee, a' kind lAf .tfir^i«j^(r«A'^^ 

«KKle up of various^ dialects, ia the spoken language 

ttfilBdia, Mid :htM^ become the fc^ td all communica- 

■4cm mth :tttig'»advedof that country. Our knowledge 

ixbits dittlecte«hMigradually increased with, the inter- 

TWiAfeM-iJvhiWi^^called'itfortii, till atla^the acquisition 

-^JViiap^feeconie the object of several esfpensive se- 

ti i iMi fcteaDd insitutions. It is to be regretted that 

liMHfe sabsidiary arrangements to f^ilitate, intercourse 

4lMliitt4' the Europeans ^d natives, have not only* 

TWiU Wo'fete^in their introduction, but iiacffitient in ^ 

4ISr^^&n. The first adventurei's in Indij 'enjoyed ! 

HM^istance wlmtever in acquiring the language, ex- 

^^wlikt their ear might afford them, as often as 

tli)f>t^^€mpted to converse with the natives. 

-'v ft was not till after many years tlmt a few sterile 
lind jejune publications appeared in the form of vo- 
"idHpsSaries and grammars, and it was still later before 
n^iesiiees^ or native teachers, were employed to 
tlWlRlct such individuals as might be appointed to 
sihiMcms requiring more than ordinary proficiency 
wifi- Aill in the native languages. For a series of 
7ears after thdv first arrival in the East, the situation 
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of£uropcM|i8 somewhat resembloA that of a 

of soMiers oncamped amicfet millioDfi of stnoigera^ 

perhaps enemies, with^faosehoatSeorfifieiidfy/ 

ments ikiey had no meana of beccnaii^ 

The complicated fimetioiis of war^ at 

of ffiade^'were etlhermtriiated solely to native a 

or very adkwardiy diseharged; .^■ 

During this steryity, or ratiier total want of 
means of amuniuucatimi, the Biitisfai settkrs 
e4iQ a kind of insulated state» unimDwn to tbe 
tives, and almost enturely unacquainted wkh 
habits, and prejudices. That so few occurf^ooea 
fensive to their feeling or ahhorrrat to thw* 
gious ideai» should have fai^ppened^ must be asaryp4| 
to a tender indulgence of their weakness, radier tiMR 
to any acciirate knowledge of their mann^^ ^'^ 
their relijp^us maxims. ' Hj 

'. -t 

The literary institution that was lately established 
in Calcutta, however well intended, has been found 
inadequate to the end proposed : It embraced too 
many branches of education : It contained profiaa-^ 
Sional chairs for Greek, Latin, Mathematics, aa* 
Chemistry, each endowed with annual salaries of 
some thousand pounds. It employed upwards of 
eighty Pundits, Molavees, and Moonshees ; antao- 
ber often greater than that of the scholars. The civil 
servants of the three Presidencies, were compdtod 
to attend the terms of this College during three or 
four successive years, at the annual expence to the 
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a thousand pounds etch 
cumulated expenditure of 
CQuiderably exceeded (Hie 

sterling, annually. It is^. 

seminaries established- in 
d for a much smaller sum ; 
ed to reoetre the whole 
ivil servants erf" the Indian 

being thi^re unappointed 
be entitled to their Indian 
di must at once preserve 
r parents and guardians, 
log plunged into habits of 
ion. From these semina- 

in a few years . there will 
% qualified to extend the 
^ast, and to communicate 
ensive knowledge of Eu- 
dre illiterate adventurers 



aries that hare hitherto been 
oolwich, Great Marlow, and 
t are inteoded more particular- 
r departments. Such institu. 
>n the continent. Their instil 
much later, indicates, perhaps, 
situation. If our military edu« 
and more generally diffused, 
a future to be opposed to the 
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wIm) have preceded them*. ' In tlieirhmid3^ the 
diplomatic, and military services/^mlfet i;»*all c« 
be moi*e ably performed, than by (^eroonft^A^u^i] 
ed tvith the languages of India : What is phr 
applicable to our present view jofi llteiiSU 
masterly and effective system of police'irill^be i 
Wished, affcMxling more perfect security to Eiiropea 
fiettlefs, and comprehending a species of discipKa 
for the imprpveift^nt of the natives themselves. 



* It Is not meant to insinaate that the civil and military i 
rants of the Company were in general ignorant of t^ Aatif 
dialect — some of them were eminently distinguished foir- 
great proficieocy : much intercourie^ in the way of bus 
with the iuhabitaots, had repdered them much more ufiefol 
the diplomatic line, than any of the junior members ^f 
college. Among these we may rank Colonel Kilpatrick^ Ce 
loqel Collins, Major Malcolm, and Mr Webbe. 



■r^ 
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SECTION m. 



CONJE^^TURES CONCERNING THE FUTURE INFLU- 
ENCE OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN MODE- 
RATING THE DESPOTISM OF INDIA. 



The cotpmunities of Asia, are distinguished from 
those of Europe, by two remarkable circumstances ; 
the despotism of their government, and the stationary 
state of their, improvement. The supreme power in 
Hmdostan, whether exercised by an Emperor, by great 
Mid independent princes, or by petty chieftains, has^ 
uniformly been maintained without any restraint or 
controul : Authority in that quarter of th^^orld, 
even when delegated, is seldom checked, and almost 
never either limited or divided ; hence the rulers 
throughout that whole peninsula, in spite of their per- 
sonal character, have ever appeared before their sub- 

VOL. III. E 



Digitized 



by Google 



66 INDIAN RECREATIONS. ^ 

jects, in that absolute and despotitc attitude, whid 
invariably distinguishes the governments of Asia. 

The power of the* sovereign, in the east, 
thus. unlimited, admits of no change, or adaptation 
the circumstances of the people ; their lot isias si 
tionary and immutable as the principles of their 
vwmment, and precludes almost eveiy hope of ^ek 
advancement threu^ those diflferent stages of im- 
provOTfient and civilization, which have distinguishedi 
each successive age in Europe, and which have s^ 
remarkably chwacterised all its different states 

The present condition of the Asiatic nations, i^Otoi^, 
ly corroborates this 'statement of the nature of tbdi 
governments. They are all nearly on the same levdji 
hardly displaying any perceptible difference m Htm 
advances made by one community superior to. th« 
rest; while history folly attests, that almost the wbolfl 
have remained stationary, in point of improvemenl^foft 
Inany successive ages. Throughout the extensive 
range of Tartary, on the north, and the greater Jiart 
of Arabia, on the east, the whole population has se* 
mained stationary, and in the pastoral state, which 
admits of so* small advancement in the arts. of li^ 
that the same delineation which is given of the uaan- 
ners of these nations, in the books of Moses, is strictl) 
applicable to them at the present hour. They stil 
dwell m tents ; migrate with immense hei'ds of cattlej 
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iii, being engaged in continual hostility with sur* 
'ouoding tribes, they sell the vanqAshed as slaves. 

tlie mkidle md southern regions of Asia, com*- 
hending Persia, India and China, great communi- 
hflie long existed in the agricultural state. This 
ion, invi^g to a more correct and extensive 
ledge of the complicated subject of proper^, 
(Hfl&wtti considerable shaiJes of intellectual in** 
it, and perhaps greater plenty, as w«ll as 
eomfort through their society ; still, however, 
the principle and spirit of Asiatic government, 
these nations, remains invariably the same. 
a stem and unrelenting despotism, which, 
afibrding protection or security tp the body 
% pM|^^ 18 powerful only in chaining it down 
ifc^ate rf t<»rpor and depression, wholly incompa* 
^^j^l the higher advances on the great scale 
hfMlhBlptof^emejat, to which a more propitious 
iMi^'rAised the Europeaifi nations. 

3H11 erf the Asiatic communities has ever arisen 
Bf^iaricter of a commerdial people, nor aspired 
fee rank of a maritime power. They, as well as 
ean nations, have been, at different times, 
ed by warlike tribes from the mwtii ;#H*ho 
mt only destroyed their property, but severely 
^8dBed their improvement : From these disasters, 
P'K^c^r, the former have arisen, with rem>vated 
perjy and greater liwtre ; while the latt^ have re- 
i e2 
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mained on their old semibarbarous level,but a few stepi 
removed from th? primaeval condition of our race] 
and greatly below that standard of wealth, knowledge 
and happiness, vi hich has been attained in the westen 
quarter of the globe. 

The modem theory, therefore, regarding the pro- 
gress of society, from its. rude to a civilised stat^ 
seems to bear only a feeble and remote applicaticfl 
to any Asiatic government. It was first sketdied 
by Montesquieu, and was afterwards copied, misuO' 
derstood, or improved by a crowd of speculative, pt" 
liticians, who succeeded him in the western world 
The progress of nations through the different stegl 
of the civil union, has been distinguished by 
sages into four separate gradations, implying varioi 
degrees of improvement and cultivation. The fii 
is that in which men, yet rude, and feebly associi 
wander through the forests and wilds, subsistii^ 
the precarious supplies of the chase or the rivers 
the second, is that in which they are occupied ^i\ 
pastoral cares ; the third, with those of agricull 
labour ; the fourth and last is that in which they 
employed in commercial speculations. 

Tkis system, which would refer all the laws and in- 
stitutions of nations, to that particular stage w hid 
they may chance to occupy on the grand scale ofim\ 
provement, is perhaps more fanciful than just; ra« 
ther methodical, than satisfactory. By representing 
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M improvement of civil society aa uniformly pro- 
gressive, it affords no explanation of the causes which 
iolong detained almost the .whole American tribes 
in the first, or savage state ; nor does it point out the 
means by which two only of these communities, 
(those of Mexico and Peru), were enabled by feeble 
and hesitating steps, to approach the agricultural 
W^ of civil union ; and least of all does it ^count 
'for that insurmountable bar ^hich, ifor so many thou- 
n»ri years, has detained the whole northern tribes 
^ A§ia in the pastoral state ; and for those impedi- 
.Wits which have prevented all the more opulent 
.^cultural nations of that continent from emerging 
■Jfrliie rank of commercial states. 

A late writer of great acuteness and sagacity* has 
■'teribedthe stationary and semibarbarous condition of 
*B these Asiatic nations, to the state of landed pro- 
perty in that quarter of the World. Throughout 
^Jdostan, in particular,' the prince is every where 
.ft^ absolute proprietor of the soil. . In that vast 
'ccwntry no great landholders ever existed, whose 
^binations might resist or controul the prerogatives 
»of royalty; in Europe, oii the contrary, the history 
^ almost every state exhibits a constant and unre- 
^tting struggle between the sovereign and the great 
proprietors ; each of these parties is there seen, ei- 
% carefully watching or vigorously repelling the 

E 3 

* Paton on the prmciples of Asiatic Monarchies. 
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encroachments of the other : In sonfte of these cott- 
tests, all the proud prerogatives of the sovereign were 
finally overthrown, and on their ruins aristocracy wk 
established; in others, they were controuled and 
circumscribed by certain limitations. Hence arose 
that variety in the structure of the different govwn- 
ments of Europe ; and hence the uniformly absoluie 
and despotic nature of the sovereign power in A^a; 
a quality which pervades it eveQ through all its dele- 
gations. Thei-e, no powerful body of hereditary 
nobles ever combined to check the encroachments of 
monai'chical power. The prince, being absolute pro- 
prietor of all the lands in his dominions, was easiJy 
triumphant over every domestic opposition : if, over* 
powered by a foreign foe, (which sometimes happen- 
ed), a change ensued in the dynasty, while the fia^iure 
of the despotism' remained the same, 

*^ What instance,** says an accurate judge of ^& 
subject* " cap be produced from all the histories iS 
all the states of Europe, of great land propridpn 
existing in a monarchical form of goyerAment Iter 
centuries, without occasioning any change or altera- 
tion in the unlimited and despotic power of tlie S^ 
vereign ? In every one of them it will appear, that at 
some period of their history, the authority of the mo- 
narch has been restrained or supplanted, perhaps an- 
nihilatQi}, by the preponderating influence of the gwi* 
land proprietors. Has ever this been the case* % 

. * Pafon on the principles of Asiatic Monarchies, p, 186. 
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yk, OT ev^n my where in Asia, ^t my timp, where 
.^f^uJftifftl allQtment of land to the pei^swtry 
pjversally prevailed, and the rentp of the land con» 
l»M^dia$l3i#i5oyereigp? Have not all thpse eas- 
i^ despotic governments continued for ages, as iax 
)Sick as th^ record of events can reach, by whom* 
pver poa$ess§d, unchanged and unimpaired, wjie- 
ferthe sovereign authori^ was exercised by the 
^Wlive priqces, the Grecian, -the Mahommedfui, or 
'&^ Mogul conquerors, or by a company of English 
^ffl€rchju[it$? In all cases it was the sarpe, whoever 
drewtbelaad rents, and revenues, was undisputed 
I ah^ute and arbitrary sovereigi." 

Tt^tthe sovereign in Asia is the absolute proprie- 
te"^ all tht lands in his kingdpqa, is a position, in 
[^ ttf volumes written to the cortrary, now incon- 
*Sfafely e^ljlifihed by every sort of evidence which 
N^ l^ill admit : And that the absolute command 
M^h.k^etise property >should prove invariably 
M^rce of unlimited despotism, is a consequence 
'iPfe^ot easily 1 We have for the esta- 

blishment of these ] the uniform testin[K)ny 

J(^ all Europeans w sr visited that quarter 

^^)Jtbe world, and < f competent knowledge 

^ih institutions. i persons, as from short 

fpidence could not gain very minute information, 
*)o@*imturally led, by the circumstances of the so- 
^ W|ign drawing all the rents of the lands, to regard 
^^^ as the gr€^t proprietor of the soil. This fact, 

E 4 
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from which there is no dissent from any qui 
induced the most respectable European travellers t* 
concur with one assent, that the Emperor Was the 
sole executive proprietor : Such is the testimony givai 
by Bemier, Manuchi, Thevenot, Chardin, Tavei«^ 
nier^ and others who visited Hindostan nearly at tte* 
same time, and met together at Court during thoj 
reign of Aurungzebe. The perpetyity of the leasew 
held by the ryuts, (if they at all* adverted to thl*' 
circumstance,) did not prevent them from forming thisi'' 
conclusion; leasehold property, even in Europe, beii^^ 
deemed perfectly compatible with the superior ancN- 

-absolute "fights of the proprietor. % 

■ 
•- 

2. In every commentary or digest of Hindoo kiws-* 
that has yet been published, the king is declared;!*^ 
be the lord and proprietor of the soil. Much of «Q*i 
phistry, and, perhaps, still more of mythological ^6<*'? 
gon, is to be found in these venerated volumes; tMw ' 
is, . however, nothing to controvert this general pro- 
position, except the wild pretensions of the Brafc* 
mans to be " incarnations of the Deity, and lords of 
the whole creation." 

3. Almost all the imtives of distinction, botJir fti- 
der the British government, and under the native 
princes, that have been employed in public functions, 
and therefore well acquainted with the practicat ^ 
plication of the maxims of Hindoo law^ have \M^ 
formely answered the enquiries made to them on this 
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by^declaring Uie king tp be the absolute pro- 
[>r of all the lands in his dominions. 

i.4. Some grants of land, to favoured individuals, 
still in existence, and being universally deemed 
nfic, add' the strongest and most direct proof 
,this fact : two of these grants are preserved in the 
Researches * in a tiganslation from Sanscreet 
vings upon two metal plates. • The first was 
in the earth at Tanna, the capital of Salset, and 
second at the fort of Mongheer in Behar, and 
ems to convey a grant of land, from a king or Ra- 
h, for religious purposes : It strongly inculcates 
l&e merit of bestowing lemd in this manner ; and, at 
same time, denounces vengeance against those 
who may resume it, or who take back the pro- 
4hat had been dedicated to reUgion, or reli- 
fipen ; implying clearly, though indirectly, that 
er ba4 sometimes been exercised by kings — 
^..j^calted sovereigns" it px>ceeds, " have given 
This is the true br^ge of justice for so- 
From time to time, n3 kings! that bridge 
be repaired by you. He who seizes land 
by himself, or by another, (sovereign), will rot 
worms, himself a worm, in the midst of or- 

^^^pm other of these deeds is entitled, " a Royal 
|ifi|wP^tpf lahd, engraved on copper, and found aipMg 




* Volume II, 
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1b» niins at Moogheer/' It k translated by H 
Wilkins, and from upwaida of five pages of mytfai 
logical jargon, the following passage is transcribe! 
9a ocmveyibg direct proof oi the {Hoprietory right < 
the soverei^ ^ Bs it knoivn, that I have ^vm tk 
above mentioned town of Maseeka, whose lunits i« 
dude the fields indiere the cattle graae, abov^ sm 
below the sur&ce, with all the laada belongipg fcM 
tc^ether with aM the Mango ai|d Mac&oo treea ; m 
its waters^ with all their banks and verdure; aUit 
rents< and tdls; with all fines for crimes, and iq 
Wards for catching ttaeves.'' 

This para^aph is the more entitled to notic^ m 
it seems to ccmtain a pretty exact enum^ation of M 
revenues and advantages that, in India, are aliiw 
attached to the absolute property of land. ^ 

It is not tnesuit to deny by this statement of .|||j| 
'^^ prods of tlie sovereign's firoperty, that the ryuts or laA 
tivators.of th^ soil had^no interest in the lands. T^bstj^ 
enjoyed the jfmsessory right, which was net, osXj 
alienable, but hereditary. This right of occupancg 
was, howjever, in all cases, conditional^ and ^^0^ 
fectly compatible with the absolute prop^ty of -^ 
king : It was held by the ryuts in small portioii^ 
consisting each from ten to thirty acres of our m^aci 
surement, and by a lease termed Pottah, on th^^i^ 
Mdable condition of paying ,a stipulated rent, e|^i| 
in money or grain, amounting in quantity to various 
proportions, sometimes tp oi^e half of the whole prcj- 
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ef the land. This rent constitntes, over aft 
the rev^^iue of the sovefeigiEi : it is realised 
collected for the treasury m each district, by a 
sroua class c^ official agents, odder the general 
>mination of Zemindars. Tliese officers consist 
^various cfesses and gradations : at dUkrent times, 
MKxmltng to the extent of their trust, they have 

Isamed cTories, zemindars, aumils, choudrieai 

>ngoes, &e. and were appointed by a deed of the 

^reiga (Sannud); which minutely described their 

5S, and tiie mode in which they were to be dis-. 




The office of zemindar, as well as many oAers of 
a|^)ointment, became hereditary, or, more 
speaking, was renewed to the lineal descen- 
yet, in all cases, this appointment, or zemin- 
;aQDnud, was necessary before the new incura- 
i^ikAd enter upon his office. This circumstance, 
fiogNher with the name zemindar or landholder, 
||h^ to this office, has led several wntere (partially 
Itequtfnted with the subject of i^siatic finance) to 
nntend that the zemindar was the real landholder of 
Hfta, with the whole train of adjuncts attached to 
«t'' character in Europe. There is, however, no 
iuet more compleatly established, than the official 
hAStbre of the zemindar's appointment: He is an 
jfffc^ of revenue, and his duties extend to the ma- 
jN^ihent c^ customs and excise, and to the mainte^ 
laAct of the police of his district, as well as to the 
ftrilecti^ of the land rents. For all these hitromis- 
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sions, he was strictly accountable to govemmeat; t 
^hotn he was appointed, with a definite salary ^ 
his^ maintenance, amounting, in ordinary cases, to* 
tenth part of the sum arising from his collections*. ' 

Besides the zemindars, in India there is T)ut 
remaining fclass of officers who could possibly be 
posed to form any check or controul to the severe^ 
authority ; — ^that is, the clasS of Jaghierdars. If 
district is conferred on an individual for the pui 
of military defence ; and on the express condition 
maintaining a certain number of troops alr< 
raised, it is, in the language of India, termed I 
jaghier. This,, however, could by no means be r& 
garded as a private property, or as a source of pfi# 
manerit power or emolument to the individual «• 
whom the grant was conferred : It was a pubBj 
trust, and during all the more vigorous and healfirfi 
periods of the imperial government, such grants w0Ei 
always resumeable at pleasure, or granted only cifr 
ring life ; for, in every case, whether the soi^ or a 
relative succeeded to the jagbier, a renewal of 
grant seems to have been an essential preliminary ta 
the discharge of any duty, in the district thus cop 
fened. 



* Vide Translation of a Firmann concerning the collecfi^* 
of tril)utc, issued by the emperor Aurnngzebey in A. H. 1^ 
or A* D. 1668. 



Digitized 



by Google 



F 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 77 

lat there exists in Hin- 
:her deeds and tenures 
i was that denominated 

was conveyed by the 
iistinguished and highly 
as well as the talook- 
)estowed, and in sdch 
; resembling a wealthy 
iolder§ ever existed in 
3 ryuts alone, however 
nited in their circum- 
rf their individual pos- 
garded as the immedi- 
Town. The rents are 
d into the treasury by 
h a district of greater 

to local convenience, 
illector as the sphere of 
om being his individual 
1, termed nankar was 
ce, and this formed 
3 whole- of his salaiy, 

ten per cent, on the 



whole train of military 
»us body which upheld 

ditary property , pn "which 
occurs so seldom^ that (9ne 
y is the only iustance to be 
lahommedan goTernment. 
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o 

the established system of the Mogul gcrrenimen^ c 
be discovered capable of forming even a momenti 
ccHitroul to%he power of flie emperor. The Uincl 
governments which preceded it, and formed 
models after which it was framed, were, by aU 
most asuthentic accomits, exactly in the same 
tion: ]^ytf since its downfall, the scattered 
ments of it3 power, which halb^een shiured 
the present Mogul and Mahrattai^ princes, stiU 
pear uiller the same aspect, marked by the 
features of an {absolute and uncontrouled des; 
Ktne^tenths c^the whole rents of all the UsA 
India forms the revenue of the state, and is 
from a debased, miresisting, and wretched 
the severity of whose treatment, and the povcstf 
their lot, often force them to fly into the woods 
refuge from the hand of their oppressors : even un< 
the mildest rulers, they have been compcdM' 
make their payments, by what the Ayeen 
f ecommends '"', '^ admonitions and stripes: 
forcibly are tliey induced to artifice and fracn^ 
the only means by which they can ekide the unpriii- 
eifded exactions of despotic power. What M. Vd- 
neyf has remarked of the Turkish ^vemmentia.f 
different part of Asia, is applicable to the princes dl 
Hindostan with but small danger of exaggeratbn. 



«Tbe]iii8titutes,of Akber constitute by far the most fa- 
mane and enligbitened code of finance known in Am, 
t Vide Vol. n. p. 402. 
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Sultans having arrc^ated to themselves by 

; of conquest, the property of all the lands of 

I the inhabitants can no longer pretend to any 

y «r even personal property* 4hey have nothing 

a temporary possession. When a fitther dies» 

inl^ritance reverts to the Sultan, or hi* ddc* 

1; and the chfldren can only redeem the sue- 

i by a considerable sum of money." 

\ forfeiture of the property of a {RtUic: oflfocr 
f heathy is agreeable to the. practice of all the go- 
ats of India ; and, if the same thing does not 
m on the demise of a peasant or a merchant, i£ 
[r^to'owmg to the smallness of the bait, that it 
hVBt atti^act &e notice of the public officers^ than 
l^inyr^ard.for the principles of justice. 

not follow from these accumulated proofs of 
'Absolute power, tyranny, and oppression, that 
in tiie Eastern governments, that no regard 
to the welfare of their isubjects by the fun- 
h|ttcntal maxims of their constitution. The pro- 
^^•'wn of the cultivators, hi particular, was strongly 
repeatecUy urged by all the ordinances and r egula- 
rf the wisest of their primses. The " Insti-^ 
of Timur,*' a work framed by the great founder 
Ae Mogul dynasty, is still extant, and has been 
^'^'^dated by Messrs Davie and Whyte. This per- 
"^•toce, executed in the manual part by a secre- 
*^j (for the prince, it is said, could neither read nor 
^^^) displays considerable teederness as well as. 
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judgement in the tre -.l of the cultivatowi ; '' 
** cause," accordir , . l * words of Tamerlane 
self, " the niin abject causeth a diminut 

" oftheimpr.i. isures." The same scrupulc 
regard to t t f ., :jction of the ryut pervades 
Ayeen^-Al v , the next authoritative public^ion 
Indian . m , as translated by Mr Gladwin, 
interest aiid necessity might ^^ictale these wise i 
lations, as well as tenderness to the subject ; for ' 
rents of the lan^ were the revenues of the stat^ Sadj 
these flowed entirely from the cultivators, wiiort 
prosperity was therefore essential to the supply of 
the government. 

Unfortunately, it was in practice rather than in 
theory^ that the Eastern despotisms were deficient ks 
affording protection to the people. The genera! re- 
gulations might be excellent, while their whole vfa&ei 
and spirit was lost, from the want of an efficiefit cSflft* 
troul to enforce their practical observance. 'Jj&at 
fibsolute power over every department of gcyveilh. 
ment, which centered in the sovereign, was not dS* 
vided or portioned out to delegates, who might check 
the abuses which were constantly springing up, in 
particular departnients. The idea of a monarch |w- 
sonally hearing and reviewing the judicial causes of 
an empire so extensive as that of Hindostan, is too 
absurd to bear examination.' The Mogul empeWOT 
attempted this, though constantly surrounded wiMi a 
croud of flatterers, and intoxicated with every kfc«I 
#f dissipation. Their sentence, which was held up ! 
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the dictates )»' ^^rWn^ wisdom, could neither be 
ided on deh^uo *i^;,H'nT). nor upon sound 

ciples of law. Wbati^l v. kvku v^a^ :'oncem- 
the succession of subordinate oiii^^,. * m Turic^, is 
not inapjdicable to the Indian despotisn:': *.* each of 
^ these officers is the exact image of his :J superior: 
*k is still the Sultcui who commands,'* and his sen- 
teacc is the fiat of a despot, without any reference 
pB^tbe merits of tiie case, or to the maxims of law.. 
|le is true, that in every village, or zemindary dstrict^ 
I tere was abvays an officer of controul, whose duty 
ft was to protect the ryuts from the exactions of the 
ccfflectors : Two of these, the Canongo and Karkun, 
i^fied the zeminda/s accounts, and possessed, a- 
long with him, the joint management of the treasure, 
when collected. In practice, however, it has almost 
tlwys been found, that these officers, instead of 
l^lnmg any effi^ctual controul on the conduct of the 
Mttindar, encouraged his exactions, by collusion, in 
Cl^ttiat they might participate in the gains of a 
system of spoliation, wliich liad be6c«ne too general 
ta be marked with infemy. ^, 

During the whole period of the dedine and fall 
of the Mogul Empire, every successive shock which 
ite power sustained, was attended with a concomitant 
Aare of relaxation in discipline, and with a fresh 
flsrni of abuses in the executive government. These 
diiises were always most conspicuous in the revenue 
(^mrtment ; not merely from the circumstance of 
avarice and fraud being the most prominent defects 

VOL. ;ii. F 
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in the native character, but from the jjast. number of ^ 
individuals which it was nezz^saiy uo employ in col- 1 
lecting a sum of upwa^-as of thirty millions, made up i 
of small payir.ents of a few rupees twice in the year 
from eaqji cGltivator. Neither the abuses prevalent 
in this system^ nor the means adopted for rem6vmg 
them, can be so fcasily understood, as by perusing 
the instructions that were drawn up for the guidance 
of the British age'hts who jfirst attempted to reform 
the finances of Bengal. They were dictated by Mr 
Verelst, so early as 1769; and it is remarkable 
that, though only thirteen years had then elapsed 
since the conquest of that province, no document 
has appeared m(wre profound,^ judicious^ and precise^ 
upon that subject. 

By these instructions, each supravisor is directed 
to form a minute and particular rent-roll (hustabood) 
of the district allotted to his inspection. In doing 
this, he is cautioned not to trust to the general rent- 
roll of the zemindar, deposited in his own cutcherry, 
wl^ich is formed for the express purpose of disguis- 
ing his fraudulent views, and filled with 'statements 
calculated to tally with his oflfers to government and 
his public accounts. He is therefore directed to a 
local investigation of the state of all the lands in the 
district ; to ascertain their actual rents, by personal^ 
ly visiting each subordinate division ; and by exa- 
mining the rent-rolls of the smaller collectors, down 
to the most inconsiderable cutcherry. Thus they 
were enabled to procure a list of the leases granted 
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I each ryu*^ v- ' • 11 as the quantity of land contain- 

d io his po. ^ . u.. ' * f'^al amount of the rent 

sdi which it was ciia^v: 1 

^^ <^ 

By this proceeding, the suprcti?- ^ ^ascertained 
low ffiiJr the rent-rolls given in by tlic sater ze- 
laindars were correct, and how far they ht differ 
from those of the lesser aumils which wck included 
ib them. From all these precautions', it was easy to 
detect what portion of the lands and rents had been 
abstracted from the general account presented to go- 
vernment of the larger collections. All such lands 
as were clearly proved to be illegsdly dismembered 
and abstracted from the roll, were ordered to b6 re- 
annexed, and wfere resumed by government*— -To 
prevent all collusion between the zemindars and their 
agentSj, and to fixistrate all endeavours to evade this 
«aquir^, every one of them was compelled to shew 
his records and titl^ under the penalty of forfeiting 
his appointment : And that they might not be aided 
in concealment by the ryuts, they were impressed 
with a strong belief that the whole measure was 
meant for their benefit; and that all opposition on 
i their part, would only rivet more strongly the chains 
I of their servitude* 

But, besides those sums which the zemindar ille- 
gally acquired by partial rent-rolls, and by secreting 
the lands and rents, he had always a certain portion 
of them allowed him for subsistence, for which h^ 
paid no rent. . These districts were termed Nankar, 

f2 



Digitized 



by Google 



84 INDIAN BECREATION9. 






from this circumstance ; and were sj^rAei^by guM|rii 
ment, to sii»f)^ify into o^c^ UHRs-#(;;Cion the pa^rmefi^ 
of officers' salaries, ^^d the collection of peveou^l 
Thus the Jagnierdar was paid in land for whateva^ 
numbe|[ o^ troops he bad engaged to maintainr: Tbuft 
also the zem'ndar had one spot aUott?ed him fcSr nei| 
another for pastut^e, and a particular tank allowed fyp 
fish and water. 

These different grants, allowed originally for iS^ 
roily support, had all 1)een abused; and, by vcuriow 
encroachments, sometimes on the property of ryu^ 
and sometimes on that of government, they had heeA 
enlarged to an extent far beyond tiieir original in- 
tention. Many other indefinite claiqpis and perqui- 
sites, equally hostile to the interests of the cultiva- 
fors, were directed either to be totally abolished, or 
to be reduced to a moderate amount^ These assess- 
ments, under the general name of Nuzzuranna, con- 1 
sisted of provisions and money, which the zemindaF 
and his attendants claimed during their progress 
through the country on their official duty. Custom, 
and perhaps the necessity of the case, had autho- 
rised some of these contributions from the inhabitants, 
but their retrenchment was strictly enjoined, in all 
cases where the avarice of the collector had increas- 
ed them beyond the necessary quantity, | 

The power of imposing arbitrary fines was directed 
to be tot lly abolished, as a source of indefinite abuse, 
and an mlet to rapacity ; so also was that pernicioirs I 
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^ > 1 ■ ■ 1 "ome parts of Europe, by 

ch tuo i.''»j. •)( :.r.. . :; u^^^us Idbour on 
^liB tenants. Thus ^ / - .^^ ! * * coccipeiled 
€ie ryuts to desist from the ncc^ '. 'iour upon 

their own lands, and to attend to the ^v- 1 crary com- 
iDaiids of an aumil, who at the : n* \' J forced 
from them, under the name of preset, .arious con- 
tributions, so far beyond his nece^ ; '>nsumption, 
that they were sold by his depended Such are a 
few of the numerous abuses which the fanner suffer- 
ed in his own district ; but they were far surpassed 
by the exactions which were imposed at the markets, 
and at the ghants and passes as he proceeded to dis- 
pose of his surplus produce, and convert it into mo- 
ney. And even after that object was attained, his 
grievances did not cease ; for, as the rupees or 
specie was of various kinds, they were received at 
an arbitrary exchange ; and the discount or batta 
became a new perquisite of the collector. This nu- 
tnerous train of vexations, the British agents were 
directed to abolidi, and to reduce the zemindars 
emoluments to a reasonable compensation for ful- 
filling the duties of his office. 

By far the greater portion of the lands in India 
were consigned to the management of zemindars, 
whose conduct influenced the happiness of the ordi- 
nary class of ryuts. — ^Their malversations according- 
ly constituted the first and leading object of British 
reform : But the revenue system had been com- 
pletely deranged in all its parts ,• and could not be 

F 3 
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restored without adverting to the state of 
other descriptions of land. The 7 aloo^s, Jaghiers^ 
and charitable or religious donations, were reccmi^ 
mended to the attention of the supravisors. 

The TalocKS were constituted by uniting several pot- 
tah holdings into one individual property, which was 
done either by purchase, or by a grant from govern- 
ment The Talookdar on receiving this was exempt- 
ed from the zemindary ^ jurisdiction, and paid the 
rents of his Talook immediately into the treasury: 
his tenants were taxed more sparingly, and treated, 
with so much tenderness and indulgence, in c<hi^^ 
parison with the general mass of the peasantry, that 
these properties generally swarmed with inhabitante, 
while the zemindary districts were deserted. The 
Talookdar, aware that his consequence and wealth 
would increase according to the number of his te- 
nants, held out every incitement to augment the con- 
course to his lands : and in this object he was al- 
most invariably successful, because powerfully se- 
conded by the natural desire of the peasantry to ex- 
change from a worse to a better situation. Another 
4jbject of policy, the Talookdar pursued with similar 
steadiness and success, was to watch for a season 
when the government was weakened by faction, or 
busied in other affairs, and to make encroachments 
and additions to his property. Thus both the number 
and extent of Talooks was greatly increased ; and 
large tracts beyond the original grants were occupied 
by a privileged peasantry who bore no equal shar6 
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tb ^ and the revenues absorbed 

a tey> w^i;iUi . ; ;r .* who could advance no 
claim to these pecuii^; tA\. except that of 

having sacrificed their integrii\ , * . iHce. 

T^ Jaghiers, as well as the Tal %. '•. d origi- 
nally been intended as rewards -v }.».• cular per- 
sons : They were gifts of the crnvn, . Aifinned by 
the Nizam, and expirable with litt, Uat sometimes 
Bade hereditary. They were liable to the same ob- 
jertion with the Talooks, that of producing invidious 
dbtinction of favourites, and sacrificing the general 
good to the interests of a few. In order as much 
f& possible to remove these distinctions, and lighten 
the burdens upon the whole, by making it fall equal- 
ly and impartially on each individual, the British 
agents were instructed to enforce a surrender of all 
lands unlawfiilly possessed ; and to discover them, 
they were enjoined to make a thorough investigation 
of diesc grants and tenures, all of which were to be 
produced, examined, and registrated at limited tim^s 
under the penalty of forfeiture. The cossy comar, 
md waste lands, which were without tenants, were 
dffected to be let on such favourable terms, as 
might invite ryuts to their cultivation. 

Such are a few outlines of the precise and accurate 
instructions which were drawn up for the guidance of 
the British agents, on their first entering upon the 
arduous task pf regulating and reforming the system 
•f Indian finance : They indicate a knowledge of 

F 4i 
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the abuses that prevailed, at once mjpvitey^and pro4 
found. It would be equall^^difficult and fore^ tt>\ 
t e purpose of this sketfch to specify the particular j 
instances in w^'-^h^iese laboura of our countrymeo I 
failed in f bjects proposed, or were exercised^ 
with sucji^e^L The general peace and prosfperity 
that has p>.(.? ailed through the provinces of .Bengal^ 
during a period far longer than any recorded in theit 
history, aiFordV 8, satisfactory proof that consicteraWd 
reformations have been effected That the populadcA 
and revenues of Bengal have continued gradually and 
steadily to encrease, is a fact uniformly stated in the 
annual accounts transmitted from the country. If 
the effects of the British government in tl^at quarter 
of the world are to be illustrated by this sort of arith- 
metical calculation, they perhaps will receive a more 
satisfectory eulogy than can possibly be derived from 
the fallacious sources of individual opinion. 

It would, however, be bold to assert, that the mul- 
tiplied and inveterate abuses of Indian finance were, 
by these efforts abolished from the system : much 
has been already accomplished, but far more yet re- 
mains to be effected : many lurking sources of op- 
pression are yet undisclosed ; and there are millions 
of acres still unreclaimed in the vast wilds even of 
Bengal itself. A new aera will probably be formed in 
these provinces, by the operation of the permanent 
settlement, technically denominated the mocurrety 
system. This agreement was meant to confer upon 
the zemindars, and other occupiers of land, a perp«- 
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mte cii:^ in Us own district, at tiae same rate 
taxTtdr: *' ' as ^hen established: The arrange- 
origuiiw ^ J^iitish gaymiment, which 

this act divestea ^ ot ■ iru^rht to^in^^ose my 
or additional assei^iioiu I* on rhe, I mdr Hther of 
zeoundar or cultivatoi : coiit>Cv|iie< *^ c^ y ad- 
j^Miial acre which might thttreafte I il vated^ 
jifided a new produce entirely the ? on i The a^- 
Biuidar's rights were now proprietory, T* :^ reas for- 
aeriy they, had been official ; the pow^ful prindple 
of self-interest was by this means b^ou^ into ac- 
tioo ; the'' desire of bettering their condition, that 
oaaster-spring of all hqmaa improvement^ was thus 
awakened ; and the unambitious natives, were now 
stimulated by that powerful principle, which Malthu^ 
has aptly enough denominated the vis mediciUriv 

This permanent settlement, which first invested 
the zemindars with the property of their districts, 
whatever are its dangers or its merits^ is to be as- 
cribed to the Marquis Cornwallis, aided by the coun- 
cils of Loi:d Teignmouth. The importance of the 
arrangement was immediately felt, by every class con- 
nected with the government of India : the civil ser- 
vants, were most imtoediately iirterested, and they 
soon arranged themselves into two parties t)f a grand 
schism, containing the opposers and abettors of tliis 
naeasure. The latter contended that the zemindars 
had been always proprietors, and that they were 
therefore entitled to the advantages of the settlement 
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as a matter of right. Sir C. Broughton^Tlousc, 
his dissertation on the state of Ig^nded proj)erty 
Bengal, stands foremost on the list of the numeroi 
advocates o^tii*^ proprietory rights of the zemindarsj 
While M? Gnut, the author of an inquiry into the 
nature of - Jndary tenures, may be regardeS as t 
leader of .e adverse party In consequence of tlMb 
discussion thus occasioned, there is perhaps no pro- 
position mbre cprnpleatly proved than the official na- 
ture of the zemindar's appointment. The sunnud 
expressly declares it to be an office, (Kidmut), and the 
very work intended to establish the proprietory claims 
of this officer, incontestably proves the opposite doc- 
trine*. 

If the advocates of th6 permanent settlement have 
compleatly failed in defending it, upon the untenable 
grounds they have chosen ; its opposers, with per- 
haps much greater talents, seem to have been equally 

* Dissertation on i\\e nature of landed property in Bengal, 
by Sir C. Broughton Rouse, Appendix page 277. has fur- 
nished compleat evidence against the whole chain of argument 
contained in the rest of the work. It flows inadyertently 
from the answers which are given by the principal Hindoo 
officers under the English government, to certain questions 
proposed to them. Maha Raja Bullub^ the roy.royan, com- 
mences his reply to certain queries put to him in the following 
words : ^^ The proprietor, or lord of the soil is the Emperor ; 
zemindars and choudries are written as officers^ and depend, 
conditionally, on the carrying on the improvement and culti- 
vation of the land} and discharging the revenues of govern* 
ine»t.'* 
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isten: \'r ^aton, by far the most intelligent 
ir on thi ', and the avowed opposer of 

proprietory v . m- V^ the zemindars, thus argues 
case : " The s^ :/ emedy -^ ' *hat sort of 
py ivhich procec'i^ a th** - l.- . u ,of on© 
. Wtrary ruler, has a^ a!. . ^i^ei^; l>v ibfluenee 

liid power of an aristocracy; aiiil ii) • cuntries 
Ti^here that tyranny has continue- 1 a^ nithout 

abatement or controul, the accur.u dtio.) ^r landed 
property, by individuals, will be found to have been 
q^stematically prevented. In Europe, all the checks 
which were imposed on the different monarchies, 
proceeded from the exertions of the great land pro- 
prietors ; who, when they were prevented from be- 
coming tyrants themselves, (to which they were vio•^ 
lently prone and addicted), eventually became the 
restorers and conservators of general liberty. Yet 
I think it may be doubted, how far it is politic in the 
English East India Company, or rather in the govern- 
ment of England, who now possess the Sovereign 
power of India, to transform their own native official 
servants in that country, to enormous land-pro-, 
prietors, holding principalities rather than estates, 
and give up the whole cultivators of the soil, their 
own immediate socage tenants, to the arbitrary sway 
of such local tyrants." 

It must be granted that the permament settlement, 
by conferring the property of their districts upon the 
2emindars, hajs invested a considerable number of 
them with immense estates. The zemjndary of Ra- 
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jeshahy is said to contain no less than- skteea <iig 
aand villages, upon an area consi^g of upwards ' 
MX miltioas of acr^s. Mr Patoti) howev^r^ on I 
mm system^ slibuld be ike last pers^oh who c<hi 
otgect to this arrangement of prop^rty^ since, accor 
ing to k*'i? \ is the specific raoaedy " at all tim 
against tl t sort of tyranny which proceeds fhwa 
despotism ot one arbitrary ruler/* Now this is pr 
<»sely the species of tyranny wbich he allows tw 
continued in India for ages ** without abatement 
controul ;" and which he admits, at the same tim 
to be occasioned by the absence of great and ter 
ditary proprietors of land. 

But if the India government, dfter the down|a 
of the native princes, has become the absolute pn 
prietor of all the lands of that country, as these prin( 
most unquestionably were, where is the check to tl 
exercise of that despotic power which all admit to 
a necessary result of such vast property ? Where af 
we to look for any efficient controul of that tyranny 
which Mr Paton himself admits to have invariably 
perpetuated the % barbarism of Asia? One would 
have naturally expected from this ai4hor, an eulo- 
gium on the magnanimity of that government which 
contrived a balance to the future exercise of its own 
power : and which generously raised up an . order of 
men capable erf softening the rigours of its own un- 
qualified despotism. That Uberty, however, which 
Mr Paton reverences in Europe, he reprobates as 
dangerous in India ; and that individual property 
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[iitfh he ven«»te^ isi the west, as the precious re-.- 
^m of the hw iteittons of Imperial Rome, ter- 
him in As* ht g^st of Pompey i& soick to 

re doqe his rivu ir p^ ^ er, 

WhStkex the Marquit: oiiiwaUis : x r^e inrk- 
it eflfects tiopU: might resuit frot , irixi ineiri; 
iement may ju£^y be questioned •• aaoaidbt 
e^fer been entier^ined; either of i \^^ :>rightBesa 
rf his intentions, or of the benevoteu. v/t his msh 
fives ; it is probable that his views in niaUiig the ar- ^ 
mgecnent were Umited lo the removal of that gene- 
id poverty and indolence which he saw so nniversat- 
^ prevalent in tiie country; and that he imagined 
&e boon of an independent property, which tbek 
Gvn mdustry mi^ increase^ was the best means pos* 
^le of at once stimulating and rewarding ex^tion 
among the most useful class of all, the cultivators oi 
the soiL His conduct, in the heat of party disputes^ 
has been arraigned, as an attempt to revolutionise 
India; to create petty sovereigns independent of tlf^ir 
masters; and to encourage treason and ^ebeUion 
among the whole body of zemhldar^ 

If the zemindars are to be considered as proprie- 
tors, in ai^ sense, it is insinuated '^ that they will 
€omlHK»© for the assertion of the complete and ab- 
sohite proprietory right ; that they wiU very soon of 
themselves, make the discovery, that the English 
East India Company can have no just right to levy 
from them, nine-tenths of the rents of their private 
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estates. This enormous assessment fecxn private 
prietors, they will certainly regard as too high a 
to bapaid for government protection; and the wc 
that wouM flov from a t^ri-fold multiplication 
what they are permitted to receive, they may be Ic 
to imagine,. U enable them to protect themStelves 
especially^ a few of those great proprietors of 
sands of square miles of cultivated land, with 
merable innabitants, should determine to conabii 
together for that purpose." 

Mr Peter More, in a speech delivered in 
Court of Proprietors*, adverted with great eloquencai 
and ability to the dangers arising from this sourc^K 
e^ecially in the larger zemindaries,— such as Burdnt 
wan, Rajeshahy, and others. In the former of these 
districts, he asserts, that even a female representative 
is now rearing her head amidst the horde of conspi* 
rators, after long having kept you in ignorance of the 
conditions of these valuable districts ; and having for 
years kept back as much of your dues as possible,, 
this woman is now resolved, if conspiracy assist her, 
that you shall have none at all ;— no, not aix existence 
ill the country." 

Of Rajeshahy, he observes; " This zemindaryy 
likewise held by a woman, the Ranny Bowanny, who 
determined that you should obtain none of those ad- 



♦ This cottrt was held in Not. 13, 1799.; 
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\^, to 'which you are entitled by the custom 
empire, the J' -^ of time, and the course of 
; and, as if u ^ the absurdity of those ze- 
titles, aboi v '.r .^ \ observe delusion 

ran so wild, — ^this .\o' 'J j ptea ^ nial, or a 

Ce of^r household, o. lUt .he c ' . .^issen, 
obtained for him the title c^ liaja! * \u ^ might 
Icceed her : Succeed to what ? — ^to thi > . isioo. 
id managemeDt of your privileges ; auc. * . the joint 
gbts of the British nation, over a principality con- 
ining upwards of six millions of acres of land. — ^ 
lid, I doubt not, when the exterminating plot shall 
f farther developed, we shall find these names, evea 
le adopted Ramkissen himself, among the list of 
onspirators for the same laudable purpose/' 

This speech, delivered with that uncomnuin elo- 
|uence of which this orator is master, was heard 
nth great applause, and ordered to be publishjed. 
lappily, however, for the Honourable Company, 
Had the interests of humanity, the horrid plots and 
Pf^racies, thus anticipated, have only been heard 
fat the India-House, where they may long contri- 
wte to adorn the speeches of the proprietors, with- 
•^t disturbing the tranquillity of the state. It ha^ 
^er been among the independent or half-subjected 
f^i of India, and not among the zemindars, that 
•^^es of war and rebellion have originated : no 
jsneral plan of revolt or insubordination has yet been 
inclosed among the latter class of inhabitants; while 
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the perpetual settlement, amidst so many 
predictions regarding its effects, has maintaint 
ground in quietness for upwards of t^vetve years, 
experience ha^i already' begun to impress it wkift:| 
seal Qf approrbation. 

' ' * <' ?s 

One < 'ijection to this arrangement was earlj AM 
seen, evtn by the projectors of it themselves ; it? lil^ 
that the settlement, while it confers a perpet^iai fl| 
perty on tlxe zemindars, seems to afford no s^ffieii^ 
check to their exactions from the ryuts, the aidlMI 
cultivators of their districts. This nuineroiis -49 
useful body of men, has always remained in a «M| 
dition the most degraded and oppressed o€ a4#^ lH 
classes : They possess a hereditary right of oceupGNllj 
in the soil ; but the proprietory claim allowed to ^ 
zemindar, seems to infer that he has a righrto nisi 
the rents of his cultivators. This difficufty had beei 
stated by Lord Teignmouth, and drew the folto^^^ 
reply to his minute from the Marquis Cornwallis : — 

" If Mr Shore means, after having declared*^ 
zemindar proprietof of the soil, in order to be con- 
sistant, we have no right to prevent his imposing new 
abooabsj or taxes, on the lands in cultivation, I niusi 
differ from him in opinion. Unless we suppose -Ac 
ryuts to be the absolute slaves of the zemindieu-s, erwj 
begah of land possessed by them, must have been 
cultivated under an express or implied agreement, 
tkat a certain sum should be pdkl for each begah, 
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•^Kdkiee bid oo mcff^. Every « J*[)fl4 ^f tax, impos- 
-if/^ zenrrindftr over ^ M Above that sum, is not only 
bxkoh of that agroiMiv . but a direct vic^tion ^ 
tetttblished Urns of; : ; nntry. Tlie cultivator, 
e, has, in such >e, aft Undoubted j^ght to 
l(^y\o government for 'the protection *^'his pn^ 
pty ; and government is at all titne' tl to Afford 

fca redress. I do not hesitate, { , to give it 

IS my opinion, that the zemindar, . uef now, nor 
>*er could possess a right to impose taxes or abooabs 
to the ryuts; and if, from the confusion that pre- 
wiled towards the close of the Mogul government, 
•r fi'om neglect, or want of information, since we 
P«i possession of the country, new aboOabs have 
^kem imposed by the zemindars ; that government 
[have an undoubted right to abolish such as are op- 
I pressive, and have never been confirmed by a com- 
Ipetent authority, and to establish such regulations as 
|BKiy prevent the practice of such abuses in future." 

It appears, therefore, that the firamers of this re- 
I markable settlement, fully intended that every indi- 
vidual ryut should possess a, perpetual right to that 
' spot of land which he cultivates, on payment of the 
revenue assessed on it ; and that no encrease of this 
assessment should ever be imposed by any zemindar; 
and, fartiier, it is manifest that the respective rights 
of tliese two parties, the zemindar and ryut, should 
^^ain under the protection of government, and the 
courts of law, in an equal state of permanence and 
Vol, III. " G 
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validity. The judicial establishment: dfJndid, mi 
therefore form^ as it always ought to have iorau 
the grand bulwark, in support of^tbe r^bts of ^U 
classes: The ndmber, inte^ri^, and accessibility 
its courts^ roust, more espQcirtlly |>rove the «ecurit 
of that •numerous and tn^Hy useiui body of *xn^ 
the eultivacurs ot the soil 
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SECTION IV. 



COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE ADMINISTRATJOK OK 
JUSTICE, AS EXECUTED BY BRITISH ANP NA- 
TIVE AGENTS. 



The necessity of a vigorous and impartial exercise 
of tl»3 judicial power being admitted, as essentially 
requisite to the practical ends of good government, 
it remains to enquire, how far the establishments al- 
ready formed by the British, have ameliorated the 
ccmdition of the great body of native population ; a^ 
to examine whether they are calculated to promote 
its future comfort and security. 

• 

The high respect, and liberal emoluments, that 
have hitherto been attached to the civil service of 
the India Company, have generally supplied all 
its departments, but more especially the revenue 
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and judicial, with persons of good * education, 
some family, and considerable rank. The you: 
branches of several noble families, have solicit 
appointments in this service^; and discharged them 
with eqxial credit to their probity and talents. la 
general, *and viewed as a*' collective body, neither 
their accomplishments nor integrity can be compar«i 
with that of the corrupt and illiterate cazks in the na- 
tive courts, without offering an insult to their f^spec- 
tability. One of these civil officers is appointed to 
each district as a judge ; assisted by a register and 
clerks, he hears and determines all provincial causes 
in the first resort ; and, happily for the litigants, his 
decision ' must be pronounced in open court, and 
agr^eiibkftd evidence publicly delivered. The whole 
of his proceedings are not only open to the revisal 
of the judges of circuit, but to the supreme court; 
and his whole conduct is exposed to the eye of the 
government, with whooj pests his future promotion in 
the service. The probity and justice of men in such 
cireumstances, cai) hardly be. said to rest in their per- 
sonal character, but i$ rather enforced by the publi- 
qity of the situation^ aod the responsibility of their 
cwcun^tances. 

That the natives expect just and equitable deci- 
sions from these civil guardians of their property and 
rights, is pretty evident from their proneness to liti- 
gation, and their impatience of whatever they con- 
ceive to be the smallest injury. Matters of impor- 
tance, and, in general, all causes in the(krnkrveso^% 
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submitted to the supreme courts, at each of the 
ji^iBsidencies ; who( epjoy the peculiar felicity rf hard- 
Ty ever having been suspected of undue partiality. It 
' 5s not pretended, hftnever, by this representation, to 
assert that all the petty differences of millions of liti- 
;^c>us inhabitants, can be decided by the few Euro- 
peans in the remote quarters of a great empire : in 
spite of that kind of s^ratuitous authority which is 
conferred on each individual, by the natives around 
hiin, there, perhaps, remains an infinitude of lesser 
grievances, which cannot be communicated to ^y 
European ear, and must therefore remain for the 
arbitration of the natives themselves. 

When it is asserted that the police of the native 
governments, and the whole system of their judicial 
establishments is corrupt and defective, it is not 
meant that this fact should rest on general averments : 
Every step the traveller advances, actual proof of the 
assertion presents itself; he must every where meet 
the corpus delicti in a substantive form. Beyond the 
limits of European jurisdiction, you can no where 
pass without almost daily beholding some marauding 
parties engaged in acts of plunder, robbery, or as- 
sassination ; and, to a European, the punishment of 
these enormities might appear almost^ equally lawless 
8md irregular with their commission. The culprit, 
on suspicion, is hurried away before the aumiWaf, 
and after a few loose questions regarding his crimi- 
^ nality, (perhaps without even the sfemblance of a 
frial,) he is mutilated, trode with elephants, or be- 
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liiDaded; not so much to satisfy justice, as to appease, 
the vmgeance of an infuriated chieftain, on his pro- 
gress through the; country, with an armed rabble^ 
who assist him to monopolise, ii#his own person, the 
trade of fapine and oppression. 

The appropriate titles of great robber^ and great 
thief ^ which somg of the African despots have assum- 
ed as a peculiar epithet to mark their dignity, might, 
with almost equal propriety, be claimed by many of 
tb^ Indian princes. 

If civil suits were not conducted with equal vio- 
lence, their decision falls little short of the criminal 
cases in real iniquity. — ^The rule of decision most 
frequently adopted was custom, or precedent (nut- 
nwol;) for the loose shreds from the vedahs or from 
the Coran, which inight seem applicable, could sd- 
dbm be collected by an ilUterate pundit or ca^. 
The universal practice of offering presents and bribes 
to the judges, is full proof of their inaccuracy or in- 
fidelity in applying the authority of precedent to any 
particular case. In every new territory, added to 
the British domiilions, those unpromising materials 
were the only elements remaining for the formation 
of a new fiscal and judicial system. The circum- 
stances of almost the whole of our late acquisitions 
were in a similar state of derangement, and the ex, 
pedients to restore them to order, bear, therefore, a 
considerable resemblance. I have selected as an 
illustration of them, the example of Mysore — be- 
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f eause the conquest of that country was more com- 
' pleat, and the effects of a British administration are, 
^ p^haps, more discernible there, than in some other 
districts : it has, besides, the advantage of being 
more jibly detailed in the report of Major ^ '■ < ^ the 
acting resident, than tlie management oi .^^nont 
any portion of our Indian empire. 

• 
The conquest of Seringapatam, under the auspices 
of the Marquis Wellesley, had the effect of restoring 
to the ancient family of Rajahs, the greater part of 
their dominions in Mysore. Though the usurpation 
of Hyder Ally and his son Tippoo, had continued 
forty years, the same princess who had been de- 
tiiroiied, was still surviving at the conquest, and has 
been constituted a regent, on the restoration, during 
tbe minority of her son. The policy of the ancient 
rajahs of Mysore, had constantly been directed to 
tiie reduction of the different poligar chiefs to a state 
of dependence : Hyder Ally pursued the same plan ; 
and, towards the close of his reign, had nearly com- 
pleated the task of reducing their direct authority. 
" Soch of them," continues Major Wilks, ^' as con- 
sented to the payment of a moderate tribute, (peish- 
cush) and perfonned their military services with 
fidelity, were permitted to retain tlie exercise of the 
poKce, and of the civil government within their re- 
spective pollams :" But such as made a determined 
resistance to his power, were reduced, and their lands 
annexed to his government. It was chiefly in the latter 
mode, that Hyder reduced most of the great poligars 
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within his territories, to a kind of obeyiiatice ;- 
carious, of course, from the habits of tbeae ] 
and always liable to interruption from any 
derable reduction of the troops which he was 
to maintain in those districts. i 

• * .1 

Tippoo Sultaun, with a greater share of vk^io%i 
but with less patience and consistency in his plao%! 
imagined, soon after the commencement of lus reigab 
that he had compleated the reduction of all the po|bj 
^rs. Aumils were therefore appointed to manage 
their jurisdiction : but during that complicated system 
of fraud and malversation, which grew out of the ^ 
gotry and gross barbarism of his government, maogi 
of the poUamsj which were represented at court as uft^m 
der its immediate jurisdicticm, were in realky held, fey ^^ 
the poligars, from fear, fraud, or collusion, on the pai^f I 
of his officers. On the establishment of the {^resei^ 
government, arranged by commissioners, and con- 
ducted under the inspection of a British rei^i^^t, 
there was almost in every district, one or morq clai- 
mants to hereditary jurisdiction : The officers of the 
police, and even the civil magistrates, emulated the 
poligar character; and claimed not only indep^ir 
dent jurisdiction, but the privilege of encroaching on 
their neighbours. The zemindars, faithful only to 
their ancient system of corruption, permitted ei«ry 
ryut, who could affi^rd a bribe, to make a false entry, 
in the books of the district, of the quantity of land 
for which he paid a rent. A few of these officers^f 
better principles, attempted to ccarect tiiis last a- 
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; but the frequent, and latterly the systematic 
nation of such reformers, terrified their sue* 
: Such efforts were, therefore, feeble and in*^ 
and tended rather/ to confirm than eradi- 
1, t^at base reciprocation of licentiousness i>n the 
part, and corruption -on the other, which had 
Ihusrivetted in the system/ When to tfiese 
stances we add the turbulent ch0racter of the 
medan officers who had all lost their lucra* 
appointments under the late government, the task 
ting a new and efficient administration in tb^ 
ries of Mysore, must appear one of no ordinary 
jMboIty. Its early mid succeslful accomplishment 
s an evidence of the talents and energy of 
uncommon men who were selected for this 
ietyy as surpri£(ing to thc^e acquainted with the sub- 
JM^ BS it must have been satisfactory to the govern* 
ae&t who employed them * 

The conmussioners seem peculiarly fortunate in 
tbd choice of Poomiah as dewan, a native, who, to 
foniish a mind d uncommon vigour, added a most 
ettensive acquaintance with the resources. of the 
country, acquired during his administration of finance 
uiider Tippoo Sultaun- 

Ttefirstof the measures adopted was highly pa- 
jmlar, as well as happily chosen to quiet the alarms 

♦the commissioners for settling the government of Mysore, 
were Mr Webbc, Col. Close, and Lieut Col. Malcom- 
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of p. newly conquered country : A proclamation 
issued, remitting all balances of revenue, ami 
Wishing the ancient Hindoo rate of assessment, 
acceptable to a great majority of the populatii 
The g^and desideratum in the settlement of ^1 
mer conquests in India, was to find a proper 
ployment for the vast body of irregular troops : 
ny thousands pf these had been employed by 
ancient rajahs of Mysore, and afterwards by Hy< 
and his son. Their predatory habits were so i 

derate and dangerous, that it was necessary, either ll 
restrain them by the immediate presence of a lar|^ 
military force ; or, by proper employment, to voaSit^ 
them feel an interest in the stability of the govenmti' 
The last of these expedients was adopted by Poomi 
without hesitatioti ; and upwards of twenty thousoa^ 
were entertained during the two first ye«u^; — ^Tj 
duty was to take an easy turn of service in f<>rts nadr 

. villages tp which they were attached ; aqd where they 
were paid half in money and lialf in land, to the^ 
monthly amount of three rupees. This rate of jm^f 
was doubled as often as they were called away from 
their districts, to assist the officers, either of revenue 
or pohce ; and, although its annual amount foiius no 
less a sum than 225,000 canterai pagodas^ the ck- 
pence is more than balanced "by the advantages of 
the measure ; for it is certain that, in the existing 
circumstances of the Mysore, every expedient for its 
settlement must have proved fruitless without the 
aid of this grand preliminary arrangement. 
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means of this establishment of peons, a police 
been organised throughout the country, not in- 
»r in vigour and energy to any establislied in 
and without such a police no refoim could 
attegapted of any abuse \vhatever. It gables 
meat, on any emergency, to assemble a large 
wdl affected military force at a few days notice : 
to this circumstance is owing that ti'anquillity 
the whole country, which has never once bee^ 
^emipted during the five years since the establish- 
^t of the new government. Hardly any number * 
pf regular troops could have maintained this tran- 
l|dllity, had tins body of peons been allowed to re- 
plain idle and disaffected in the country* Nor has 
tke maintenance of this corps been productive mere- 
^of i^gative advantages; for, during the latter part 
irf Ae reign of Tippoo, the system of private depre- 
dation had been so completely organised, that a 
|X)ftion of the corps was uniformly paid by the ryuts 
p& the price of their exemption from plunder. Thi^ 
jarful reinforcement of .the police enabled the 
Idcwan to relieve the country from this source of op- 
pression, and to complete the revenue system. Thus 
tea has been accomplished an object never before at- 
Itakied by any former dynasty in Mysore : — ^The di- 
jrcft authority of the government has been introduced 
[WmJ maintained effectually over all the poUams with- 
in its^ territory. All the remaining poligars, who e- 
»caped the massacre ordered by Tippoo Sultaun after 
.the defeat of his army in 1791> have accepted mili- 
tary cominands or gratuitous pens.ions : They now 
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attend the dewan in his official progress througlr 
country, and are pleased with that deference 
respect which his good sense suggests as the 



mode of treating them. 



Under such a vigorous police the whole of thel 
venue system became efficient ; the practice of 
sassinating the aumils was detected, and capit 
punished ; and protection was extended, for the 
time, to the whole class of cultivators. It k 
markable, that, amidst the endless succesimi of re 
lutions, which in ancient or latter times have 
turbed every district of this country, no alterat 
seems to have been produced on the tenure 
which the lands in cultivation are held by the 
This tenure exactly resembles that which has 
ready been described in Bengal, where it is 
pottah ; and which prevails also in the lower 
natic, under the technical denomination of weerS 
an Arabic term signifying inheritance. It is the 
reditary right of cultivation, belonging to a ten 
and his heirs, entitling them to occupy a cer 
piece of ground on the condition of paying the 
tomary rent of the district. As cultivation only 
enable the tenant to pay this rent, it is held, tt 
when that ceases his right reverts to govemmei 
which is then entitled to confer it on another, 
have met with no well authenticated instance ofl 
different tenure in India, except in the remarkatl 
cases of Bednore and Bullum ; where the proper 
of the soil is vested in landholders, and where 
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righft of succe8si(»i to that prq>erty is held 
icred as in any part of Europe. This venerable 
iiution of hereditary property in these provinces 
ribed to Seapa Naick^ a rajah, *who governed 
country at a remote period This peculiar te- 
including military service, and so mii^h re- 
iibling those of Europe, has, like them,, had the 
ct <rf checking the authority of despotism in both 
iGts where it prevailed. In BuUum the power 
ler and Tippoo was always precarious ; nor 
it completely conquered till 1802, when its 
were opened by General Wellesley; since 
lidi it has remained in perfect tranquillity. 

The province of Bednore still more forcibly illus- 
tes the power of a landed aristocracy in limiting 
despotic power of the monarch ; for although it 
p^ conquered by Hyder as early as i 763, and al- 
^ough every measure that he could conceive to con- 
jCiliate the landholders was adopted, a conspiracy 
jWasfonned, to massacre him, among the principle pro- 
jprietors, and the officers of the late' government 
^This conspiracy was punished by the execution of not 
^ fewer than three hundred persons ; the rest of the 
^landholders, wfcre disarmed, and their military ser- 
vice commuted for money. Still, however, their sub- 
I ordination to Hyder's despotic government could on- 
^^"j be secured by the constant maintenance of 25,000 
foreign troops ; though a more mild and equitable 
i system of government would probably have attached' 
.them securely to his person : In as far as the perma- 
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n^nt settlement shall establish a similar arnm^ 
in the state of property, so far it will controul 
eheck the despotism of government, ahd funnsh ^ 
first example in Asia of the rulers of that cot 
having raised certain limitations to the exercise 
their dwn power. 

Excepting these two provinces of Bednore 
Bullum, the rest of the kingdom of Mysore is ui 
the same aumany management with other parts 
Hindostan ; that is, they are superintended by mI 
mils, and pay a fixed money rent, amounting to om 
third of the gross produce, on the dry lands ; cmi tki 
rice or wet lands, the assessment is nominally on©^ 
half of the gross produce, but is in fact genera^ 
commuted for money. After ably investigatuig tte 
tenures and assessments of the lands in Mysore^! 
Major Wilks makes an attempt to estimate the rela- 
tive conditions of the cultivators compared with those i 
of other countries ; or in other words to ascertain 
the proportion of the grosa produce of the soil which 
rewards the labours of its husbandry. <' In England,'' 
he observes, " it has been usual to compute one-third 
of the gross produce to form the rent payable to the 
landlord ; and the two remaining thirds to constitute 
the charges of husbandry, and the subsistence of the 
cultivator in equal portions." From the most accu- 
rate calculation he could form regarding the circum- 
stances of a coombie or ryut, he concludes, that 
each paid to government an average rent of forty per 
eent on the gross produce of his crop : and that the 
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ing mxty went to. rejdace.the charges of bus- 
ry, and ta subsist the cultiya*pr. '' It will be ob- 
^ continues the report, "that the expensive 
and machinery of an English farm will require 
uclx larger f»*oportion of the produce, than the 
Ken rihd simple implements of the Indian fyut to 
{plax^e the charges of husbandry, and if, instead of 
^ English proportion of thirty-three per cent, we 
jkvt the Indian farmer the ample allo^Vance of twen- 
^seven, there ^^ill remain to the ryut thirty-three 
^ cent, of the gross produce of his crop : and 
|te he will receive without reckoning the profits ari- 
JKig from live-stock, which the celebr^ed author of 
jbe Wealth of Nations considers to be so invariable 
l^^ource of advantage to the farmer, as to be reckon- 
pdamong the products of land which always furnish 

This calculation, which at once places the peasan- 
try of Mysore on a level with the English farmer, 
with regard to the profits of husbandry, is, perhaps, 
t\ie most deceitful idea, which has been admitted in- 
to this judicious report. The state pf the coimtry, 
as well as the small capital of the farmer in the east, 
has limited the possession of each occupant to the 
pitiful extent of about ten or twelve acres; a space 
of ground so limited, even admitting the profits to 
be at the same rate as in England, must at once re- 
duce the emoluments of a ryut to that of the i^ost 
scanty subsistence. The fact is so : there neither is, 
nor ever ivas^ any thing like wealth, or even general 
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plmty among tiiat cIbm of men in any piot of 
That the security and comfort of the peasant 
Mysore was remarkably improved during the 
years of the British admmistration that had Iben < 
sed^ there can be ao reason to doubt ; that tins = 
provei^ent afforded a high satisfisu^tion to govc 
and a subject of Just exultation to its agents, mayj 
readily admitted. It remains, therefore, to 
the state of the courts of justice, and the int 
structure of the government, which was to pre 
these advantages ; a department which the rep 
fi-eely acknowledges to fall below the same static 
of comparison. The appointment of a Brahaiin 
the supreme direction of the civil government 
Mysore, ensured a due regard to the andent inst 
lions of the country, and to the ordinances of 
doo law. There is no separate depsutment for 
administration of justice in this part of India, 
the exception of a few cazies in the cities, whose dc 
only extends to the adjustment of ecclesiastical 
ters among tlie JMusselman inhabitants ; and of t 
officers who perform the same duty among the 
doos, under the guidance of the shasters, or forn 
custom. The aumils in each district have the charg 
'. .of the4)olice ; and, with the assistance of the peofl 
already described, adjust all minor cases of 
injury. The superintendance of these aumils is (X)il» 
mitted to three subadars, appointed to the respedi 
tive provinces of B^tngalore, Chittledroog and Bed^ 
nore ; and those officers direct the proceedings in ad 
important cases, whether criminal or civil. The pro* 
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Is shrijile anfl appaiieritly tnore cquftabfe than 

hat is conitttonly observed in Indk. The accused 

on, *cfri -apprehension, is 'Ctn-fied before the auriiil 

^ubatJ^r, dind, if a pubhc trial be fouftd necessary, 

pancfioety or cotflmission of five, is ordered to as- 

WIe iti open dutchert^, where ^all the fespectable 

inhabitants have a right of attending, and of beconi- 

assessors. I'be def&nce of the prisoner, and the 

rdehce of such persons as he chooses to suihmon, 

always insei^ed in the proceedings of this court, 

ifisA fomarded to the devvan for his decision ; who, 

|in ^11 cases of difficulty, or where life or liberty is 

^concefrned, orders a final hearing, and with the as- 

^»istance of the resident, pronounces his judgment 

I Capital p\inishment, except in cases of murder, 

: and ptdndering on the frontiers, has seldom been in- 

i tttced. The live first years of the British govern- 

I toiBnt exhibits a most i^atisfactory diminution of the 

tmttiber df execution's ; exclusive of the rebellion of 

Doottdia, and ^otnie temporary insurrections, their 

werage anioiint seehis only ro have been four or 

0!fe, mid, during the last year, oilly a singlfe instance 

of capital punishment is recorded. 

j '* Under the judicial administration dt ^ Brahmin, 
I amfinement and hard labour, as ihight be expetted, 
I ipere jQore frequently resorted to, than the punisli- 
^a^jirof tteath ; accbrdingly, examples 6{ this jort 
HlpUictidn, sometimes amountfed to tUo dr thtfe'ii 
hundred ; owing, however, to the efficiency 6{ the 
police, the number of these also are dimiiiiihtd ; afid 
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during the fifth year, 149 only were punished 
confinement. In the circumstances of Mysore, 
recently loosed from the restraints of the ancient , 
vemment, and sq generally infested with insurrec 
and rebellion, these punishments may be deen 
few. in number, as well as lenient in their nature. 

The mode of administring civil justice ai 
the natives of India is but imperfectly described^ 
any authentic docunient that has yet reached 
rope* That established by the dewan in Mysorcfi' 
simple,' and bears a strict analogy to the forms 
blished for criminal causes. The aumil, the same 
cer, presides in both : in the civil court he has 
power of hearing and determining all causes of di 
puted property, not exceeding the value of five 
godas, provided the process is carried on in 
court. Causes of a larger amount are referred ioi 
panchaetf ^anilar to that for tiying criminal mtiH 
The name of this court is derived from the number- 
of its members, panch, five ; its form has at oooff' 
the appearance of fairness and simplicity. In case* 
where both parties are Hindoos, the panchaelis usual-' 
ly composed of that c]ms ; where they are of diflfe^ 
rent sects, two members are admitted to tlie couitfef^ 
each party, and a fifth from the sect of the defendant 

In plain cases, where no difference of opinion "^ 
has occurred in the panchaet, the aumil confirms its '* 
award, and forwards the proceedings to the presence. 
In cases of greater difficulty, the proceedings are 
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aided with the report of the subadar or autnil, 

the dewan, in communication with the resident, 

•unces a final decision. Thus, iq all causes what- 

r, the parties have the right of appeal to the de- 

apd resident; and this right is facilitated in its 

Tcise by the frequent tours made throng the 

itry by that officer. From the known propensity 

the natives to litigation, much difficulty is often 

in k^ping pace with the rapid encreasc of suits ; 

Mysore this did not occur to any serious extent^ 

9ost fertile source of litigation, being stopped 

If the proclamation which announced the remission 

t all balances erf revenue due to the government 

^ this structure of the Indian court, we discern 

pin^bing analogous to a British jury ; but the form 

( ill proceedic^ differs materially from that obser-- 

9^.81 ottrt« Before the trial commences, the plain- 

F ^ ttid after htm, the defendant, is required to 

4 circumstantial narrative of the transaction 

iMolves the nHMer at issue ; this narrative is 

ij CQQHnitted to writing, and twice read* over 

the party, who corrects what has not been proper- 

#ited; the document is tiieti autbenticated by his 

that of two witnesses, and a public officer. 

correct agreement of this narrative, with the facts 

[uently established, is considered as constitut- 

Mf^ circumstantial evidence in &vour of the 

V.ttd its disagreem^t with any material fact, 

^^aaoiH^g to the presumption of a fictitious claim, 

^a ^se defence. The Hindoo jurisprudence, it 

^uld seem, enjoins this previous proceeding so 
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nearly resembling the precognition of the Sec 
minal law. 

Testimony is next received, according to the j 
prescribed by the reli^on of each witness; and 
der, first for the plaintiff, tod next for the defend 
matters of general notoriety being depoaed to, 
by the assessors presenl^ or by witnesses sumi) 
for that purpose- The most essential dififerenj 
tween the principle . ^f these proceedings ai] 
of an EugHsih couil, consists in the degree 
bility which is annexed to testimony on oath* 
pears that the spirit of English jurisprudence 
receive, a^ true, the testimppy of a competQ$l 
ness, till h|? credit is ioipeached by CQntraiy 
dence. In the Mysorei. as in .tt^ gre^guter part 1^1 
dia, it is a fixed rule, to su§pect, as fal^e, tb^jki 
moiiy of, ^^yjQry witness, un|il its truth is 
supported* As a conseqypnce.of tljis rule, it fellQn 
that the panchaets are anxious- for the exg 
of collateral facts, of m^tter^ of general 
and of all that enters into cirpumJ^tfuitial evidet} 
and that t^r-decisiqps are much more inflyeQ^i^i 
this kind of; proof, than is consistent lyith theti 
of evidence .to which \ye are accustomed. 

This extraprdinary mpde . of estimating the 
of evidence in India^ is perhaps best suited to i 
real value; for the most enlightened lawyers in thi 
country have pronounced their practical convicti* 
that the natives are generally and lamentably defr 
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it in that ordinary degree of veracity which in 
r countries is cherished as the vital principle of 
cotiduct. It may in part be Scribed to their 
lous institutions, which not only fail in binding 
coBscience, but hold out expiations for f)erjury 
its fofms : But so gross a practical defect in the 
Is of the people may perhaps be more justfy at- 
:ed to the despotic government under which 
have immemorially lived : Since it has involved 
In the habitual necessity of opposing fraud to 
This view of the subject is more consoling 
te&'^ benevolfent mind ; for it admits of the hope that 
Bife ififelancholy evil will subside on the estabhshment 
of a better order of things. 

** S^ch is the general arrangement of police and re- 
and such the plan of criminal and civil ju- 
Ota estabK^^hed by Poomiah in Mysore, copied 
t^' ddtibt, in part, from the previous institutions of 
iy§f*<kititfy t yeft, e^dently displaying a comprehen- 
Wfe^Ji^gmertt, in framing a system so compefents to 
"Wyrrect abuses, and to promote the sober and practi- 
cal ends of good governmeht It is the opinion of 
nMl'fctelligent framers of this report, (whose language 
liiaVe used, where necesary abbreviations would 
it), that no opp^essioh of any magnitude' caii 
exist, provided the resident dischai^g^s his' duty. 
'Bj^thJ** subsidiary treaty all measures of importance 
*are ultimately referred to the Gontroul of this officer, 
r whose authority is meant to form a necessary check 
<in every department, and if, to temper and probity, 
I » H 3 
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he add an ordinary degree of vigilance, the i^iIm 
st^ntial objects of a good government will be secui 
to the people in a more perfect degree than 
any of the native govemmejnti^ of India. 

In a volume professedly Vritten, with a view to 
certain the effects of the British power on the < 
tion of the natives of India, this ought to be deen 
a fact of too great importance to rest solely upon| 
authority of individual opinion. We therefore \ 
mit to the reader a few objects of statistical 
relating to Mysore, which seism to place the gnyp 
resources and encreasing prosperity of that coub 
in the most satifactory point of view. 

I. The populq.tion of the Mysore, durmg the 6^ 
first years of the present system, has encreased lyr 
nearly 45,000 families, or, according to the most 
common computation, 202,260 persons- In so^KHt 
a period, the natural course of population could wst 
effect so considerable an encrease ; it ipust pahly 
be ascribed to emigration, from the surrounding 
countries, where a less perfect degree of security 
had induced the inhabitants to this measure. Vm 
very circumstance, however, forms a strong presump- 
tion in fftvour of the government, and may indeed be 
received as a direct proof that it is deemed by the 
natives themselves preferable to what is established 
ip the surrounding distiicts. 



Digitized 



by Google 



• INDIAN RECREATIONS. 1 19 

TTie actual state bf population in the Mysore, (in 
5te of all the calamities it has suffered under the 
dynasty), seems to lead to a similar conclusion. 
That portion of the country which has lately been 
restored to the native Rajah, contains about' 37,000 
Iwjuare miles; and, admitting the population to amount 
to the ordinary computation of 2,171,750, it gives 
WB number of 57 persons nearly to every square 
IbHe. There is, perhaps, no well authenticated in- 
i4ince of a greater population in any part of the 
^iBltecan: It is the more remarkable, because the 
t$o\e period of 40 years, during which the usurpa- 
ifen of Hyder and of Tippoo continued, was distin- 
guished by almost incessant calamities : Besides the 
miseries occasioned by the conquests of these princes, 
and by their consequent despotism, ten different in- 
vasions of Mahratta armies are recorded ; while the 
merciless ravages of Purseram Bhow are still visible 
in the various districts which he pervaded in 1791 • 
aftd 1792, 

-2. The increase of agricultural produce to support 
this population, is no less remarkable than ithe iact 
itself. A very great proportion bf the annual pro- 
duce of Mysore depends on artificial irrigation^; and 
the most interesting subjects of statistical inquiry in 
that country are those numerous embankments of 
rivers and nullas, which are formed for thia purpose. 
The dewan Poomiah has -brought many tlionsands^' 
of these into repair by incessant attention, and at an 
annual expence amounting from 1 to 200,000 pa- 
il 4 
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godas^ Their past and present state, cv^oa cm- tfe 
slightest comparison, will afford a.very satisfect 
view of the exertigns of this minuter, and the 
spnt government. In 1799 these works. had uniye 
sally fallen into the most lamentable state of decay u 
Tanks which had been brokfen and disused from 
to three hundred years, were visible in every part- 
the country, and very many were overgrown. wi| 
jungle, forgotten, and perhaps unknown. In the c€ 
of these last few years, every embankment and 
then in use, was in compleat repair ; such.eyrjUnitj^il 
may have been iryured during the rainy seasorv.fct*'-'.' 
ing immediately restored within the sa^e ye^r ; wa^^\ 
during the saipe period several hundi'eds of eac^Lt" 
description of these works ha^^e been repaired and-/- 
reclaimed, after having lain forgotten in the^ depftft* 
of the forests for two hundred years. • , 

3. The industry, of the people has been improviBd. 
and stimulated by these public efforts of goverom^il^ , 
and has begun .to display its effects in different jcrtficr 
directions, ^n. 1799, the number of peeled viU 
lages amounted, to 2,3,^17 i inJ8C>5, , they ha^.eot 
creased upward* of 2000, having then risen tt»- 
25,303, exclusive of 3000 more, Mhose lands, being, 
deprived of cultivators, had been . reclaimed by .the; 
ryuts of the adjacent districts. The number of pjows^ , 
upon whos.e labour the whole population was to subf , 
sist, had encreased above 30,000 ; and that of 
looms, from 20,000, to upwards of 30,000, or 
above one-third ,of their whole amount ; while al- 
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«very. other, branch of industry^ whether rurai 
mestic, had enereased in a similar proportion, 
iniprovenients have been all effected under; 
tances. of great difficulty; they were, partly 
ptished during a famine in the adjoining Mah- 
territories, when thfc Mysore was burdened 
the support of upwards of 2< '0,0(>0 emigrants,- 
live* were saved, by its seaBonable relief; they 
fikice, also, during a^vere contest between the 
feiitoi government and the confederate MahrattOi 
IMift^ when it was drained by supplying the former* 
ve^ilT. ^ ^S^ subsidiary force^ &nd grain to the: 
tmomBt of €0,000 bullock loads. All these different 
aflsai^^fiieiits, relating to the government of tliis' 
country^ were submitted to Sir A. Wellesley, who, 
ivitfa-^ three other commissioners, directed their exe- 
fij&m i and the impression made on his mind by 
timr successful result, he thus expresses, in con* 
cImBi^ his dispatch to the Governor-General : " I 
nflfr take the liberty of. congratulating your Excel- 
l6B^»#ipon tbl5 success of all your measures respect- 
Wg the govieroj^ent of Mysore, and upon theq}racti^ 
calJbanefits which the l^ritiifar government has dariv* 
,ed fVom its establishments : I cannot avoid, at the: 
same time, expressing an anxious hope, that tlie 
pfiQ^les upon which that government was establish* 
ed,^«Wl has beeoi conducted and supported, will be 
stfaigtbened and rendered permanent.'* The Mar- 
qtis "of Wellesley, under a still more perilous re- 
ppom^hility, seems, to h»re aiso felt a ,very full sens^ 
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of lively exultation at the success of those meaeurej 
His minute on this subject ought not to pass uum 
ticed in adducing proofs of the recent prosperity ( 
Mysore, were it merely to record a just encomioE 
•which he pays to Poomiah, ilie native Brahmin, wb 
administered this governrfient : " Under the opera 
tion of the treaties of Mysore and Seringapatam, ii 
the course of fiye years, that country has acquired 
degree of prosperity which it could not possibly hav( 
attained under any other system of [)olitical connec 
tion, and has been enabled in some degree to repay; 
by the efficacy of its assistance in the hour of emer 
gency, the benefits which it has derived from the pro^ 
tecting influence and power of the British govern 
ment I discharge a satisfactory part of my duty, in 
availing myself of this occasion to record the high- 
sense I <jntertain of the merits and services of the 
Dcwau Poomiah. To the extraordinary abilities,' 
eminent public zeal, integrity, judgment, and energy \ 
of that distinguished minister, must be ascribed, in^ 
a considerable degree, the success of the measures 
\\'hich I originally adopted for the government of 
Mysore, and the happy and prosperous condition of 
that flourishing countr}%" 

Such has been the happy influence of a prudent 
co-operation of British and native cheers in the go- 
vernment of the recently conquered territory of My- 
sore. In almost every country in India, where the 
Jiritish .power has vet been established, similar im- 
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# 



ovements might have been stated, and in some in« 
loces to a still greater amount Except, however, 
'4e neighbourhood of the three presidencies, they 
t?e never been detailed to Europeans with the 
toe accuracy and skill which is so conspicuous in 

m report of Major Wilks, from which this short 

fetch has been principally drawn. 
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SECTION V. 



THOUGHTS CONCERNING THE NATURE AND EXTENT 
OF THOSE CALAMITIES WHICH THE NATIVE < 
PRINCES HAVE SUFFERED FROAf THEIR SUBJU- 
GATION BY BRITISH CONQUESTS. 

From the different views that have been taken of 
the effects of the judicial power, when exercised in 
India by the native princes, and by the British §>- 
vemment, it has appeared, in the foregoing Section, 
with considerable evidence, that, in the hands of the 
latter, justice has been more steadily, as well as mild- 
ly administered ; and that tranquillity, order, and 
protection have been more effectually secured to the 
great body of the inhabitants. Domestic order, the 
first step to external peace, has tiius been better pro- 
vided for : war, however, though now become less 
frequent, has not ceased. Its incessant recurrence 
has always been regarded as the peculiar scourge of 
Hindostan ; and it n(iay justly be questioned, whether 
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a ^upiiie^ajfw, .f^veiiiof foreign cooqaests^ has added to 
its fisaquapCy ki that courrtiy. fit .will jQOt, however, 
teidleniodi^tbi^t a continued ijcries of victoria .gairied 
by r£uro4^9nsy xnu$t have focced the stream ^ this 
calamity ]H;itb peculiar aim against those princes 
.wbom it ^dar>geiied, eitbw tin their 4)owfir, inde- 
pewtenqe, ^r personal safety. 

Duriug the l^^t fifty years, a train of successes has 
followed the British arms ij[i Asia, more numerous, 
y^ied, ^d coijj pleat, than history has recorded in 
the annals of any other nation ; ;we have had frequent 
oqcasipn to notice instances where these conquests 
have been productive of good, even aimwig llie van- 
quished themselves ; it is fair to examine also the 
nature and extent of the mischiefs they may have 
occasioned: These mischiefe have flowed, eidier 
upon the people, as the general results of a state of 
war, or upon the sovereign princes, whose power 
was overthrown ; or, they must have arisen fi'om tl^ 
jdiatress in which they involved their families ; or, in 
the last place, from the peculiar sufferings of the 
chiefs who discharged the public functions of go- 
vernment. 

War has, perhaps, been too frequently regarded as 
a source of pure and uiiqualified evil : By the con- 
stitution of human nature, it seems to be one of the 
established naodes of communicating the knowledge 
and improvement, attained by one portion of our 
race, to the inhabitants of the rest of the globe : 
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This mode of attaioing so valuaMe an end, is, 
haps, the least desirable ; but it ini:»t be conf 
to have been generally the most successful. Ms 
of those nations in Europe, whioh are at present 
most renowned for the cultivation of all those 
ences and arts which adorn human life, and wl 
render existence itself a blessing, owe much of wl 
they now possess, to their former subjugation h^\ 
more civilised people. In Great Britain itself, 
first visited ^y Julius Caesar, the inhabitants 
seen, either altogether naked, or partially clc 
with skins ; and they exhibited before his astOE 
soldiers, every hideous form of barbarity, filth 
wretchedness. During the four centuries of the 
man dominion in this Island, it is certain that 
condition of the people was materially changed : ^ 
if they have since continued to improve, and to sur- 
pass their instructors, by exhibiting to the civilised 
world an example of all that is respectable in human 
society, much, probably, is owing to the deprecated 
ambition of that celebrated nation. What was least 
to be expected,- that very injustice and thirst of power 
in which conquest seems to originate, appears to be 
gradually checked or allayed by its exercise or gra? 
tification ; for it is certain, that the direct criminality 
of oflfensive w^ar, with a view to aggrandisement, has 
never, till modem times, either been fiilly acknow- 
ledged, or generally condemned. tAlexander, the 
great conqueror of antiquity, whose atchievements 
were supposed to spread a lustre over his age, left 
his own country with the avowed design of conquer- 
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nations of whom he hardly knew the named : and 
little was he desirous of holding out any lej]^ti- 
cause for attacking them, that the design, if it 
existed^ must have been frustrated by the rapi- 
of his progress. In the course of a very few 
ipaigns, he spread the evils of war and conquest, 
iver these evils are), -more widely in Asia, than 
the European nations have done in two hundred 
Before him, his father had ^the demerit of 
ling the most celebrated republics of Greece. 
HieSomans afterwards, in the course df a few cen- 
tiaSm, conquered every nation, which at that period 
was e^ier accessible or known. So far from deem- 
bg ^ich enterprises criminal, theMlis hardly a single 
ins^mce of any considerable addition being made to 
thdr empire/ that was not rewaided by triumphal 
honours, and the public thanks of the state. It is not 
tiH.Ae days of Tacitus that we find the all-devour- 
ii^iysbition of Rome pourtrayed, in those forcible 
iav^icXb^ which that liistorian puts in the mouth of 
' Qi3|^KU9, and ptlier champions of the nidependent 
nasfiiis : Caesar, indeed, when he invaded Britain, 
gave out as a reason, that the inhabitants sent ships 
in aid of his enemies in Gaul; but that reason seems 
ni&er to have been sought out aftei'wards, as an ex- 
cuse for a romantic expedition, than felt as a motive 
Wtbe enterprise. In short, the spirit of conquest 
aaJltaoBitary enterprise, in the ancient world, so far 
ftaw being regardjcd as a reprehensible passion, the 
TCiy name of it was identified, in the liangpage, with 
thsftofWr/we itself. 
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In modem Europe a diffeiient system 'tras* 
-ed by the various states : The prevalence of a * 
Tational faith ; and the exigence of tlieir situat 
^ close vicinity of smaller kingdoms, gave rise^ 
maxim of international poMcy, which diredts 
combinations should be formed among the 
powers ; not for conquest; but to preserve 4iieir'^ 
independence^ and to check power and kri 
wherever it might arise and become dangerous 
existence or safety of any particular state. Tt 
licy, technically denominated the balancing 
was long maintained in the European wotld'; 
wards the close of the fifteenth century, when thel 
adventurers fromiEurope reached India, and 
ed settlements there, it was recognised and 
in the East with vigilance and energy ; and 
fully operated in checking, or limiting the acquiisr 
of any single power on the continent of Asia. 

During a period of nearly two centuries, the *PiW* 
of European nations in Hindostan, were maittfeSSlri 
almost entirely against each other : Their dififeWot 
factories had been purchased, not conquered, froiti 
the native princes : Hence the Mogul empire wa^by 
them suffered to remain unshaken, during a lotag seifei 
of ages ; for it was not until nearly the middli^ ^ 
the eighteenth century that any considerable fcMrtivlte 
erected, or even a regiment raised by Europeaifi? to 
any part of its territory. Its total overthrow rti^v 
perhaps, have been effected in one or two campaignfe^ ; 
had the European armies been coii^bined against it 
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%ut none of the four maritime stales, then known in 
India, made any joint attack or serious impression 
on that, immense, but frajl fabric, of Asiatic ppwer : 
They suffered it (to totter under its* own unwieldy mag- 
nitude, and to be torn to pieces by the rude and iv- 
beltious factions of its own population, which was, at 
that period, reckoned to amount to an hundr-ed and 
twenty millions of people. 

The British, and French, the two leading powers, 
were fully occupied by that inveterate hostihty and 
rivalship; which seemed to have been revived with 
symptoms of acerbation, ratlier than abatement, by 
tlieif intercourse with India. It was for the purpose 
of mutual annoyance, or of self-defence, that they at 
first entiered into alhance with the native princes, 
disciplined their troops, or engaged in tlieir quar- 
rels. In these contests, the French power, which 
for ten years had made so brilliant a figure in the 
£a$t,. W9S compleatly checked, and their troops 
(fispfersed through that country : ^ So loose, however, 
and unsettled are the native governments in India, that 
almost any individual may raise up adherents, and' 
precipitate the country into war. Froni the remains 
of the French army, many enterprising individuals 
were scattered all over Hindostan ; these men, from 
I necessity, attached themselves to the native prince^, 
r ^a§ed in disciplining their troops, and successfully 
i animated their leaders with the same hostility which 
actuated all their own pursuits. Long after eveiy na- 
ticMial enterprise of the French had been defeated in 

VOL. III. I . 
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India, thes,e indefatigable agents were busy at the coaf 
of Hyder Ally, of the Nizam, and of Scindiah, m 
were successfiil in forming several giand confederacid 
among the native princes, against tlie British powtai? 
Almost all the late wars of the Iridia Company hm 
originated in this source. ^So far from having beerf 
desiiable or advantageous to that body, they hav! 
added upwards of thirty millions to its public del^j 
checked its coaimercc, diminished its revenue, 
cast upon its government tiie odious itnputatitiiEr/O 
I'estless ambition. 






Even without tlie instigation of foreign coUilfC^s; 
the princes of India are prone to war : Urged ts 
they have been, by party declamation at^hoinej. and' 
by French invectives against our avarice and it|i^- ■ 
ci^, their aggressions have been not less freqa^t 
th*n obstinate. Even the British senate itself s^s 
to have at tinies listened to these misrepre^ciitfc^ls, 
and, to have suspected, that the incessant ftoal^^ 
of its Indian government, which resulted from' it& ii\ 
tuation, might be owing to the crime of ambiH^. 
It made various enactments against conquests; but^ 
what was more effectual, had the object been attain** 
able, characters were selected for the directioii bf 
Indian affairs, the most remarkable for steadiness^ 
and moderation, and of the mostunimpeadiableMfJife-" 
bity aiid honour : Such qualities unquefetionabl^fife- 
longed to many of our governors, but more certaim^ 
to tlie late Marquis Cornwallis; for, it is believed, 
that even the natives themselves, on the most tr%in^ 
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casioiis, never once suspected, either his justice, 
jnevolence, or integrity. Was peace in India the 
msequence of these measures, or of selecting this 
)bleman? or rather /was not his aduiiuistration, 
itbout fault of his own; distinguisjied by a contest 
ith Tippoo Sultaun, perhaps the most obstinate 
id perilous which h^s ever tried Biitish valour in 
iMa? It may, be presumed, therefore', tlmt in such 
ifcumstances no governor of British' India can pos- 
ibly be answerable for the continuance pf peace in 
hat country ; the paramount duty of selt-preserva-; 
ion, being always more powerful than the enact- 
nenfe of a statute, must dictatjB the necessity of ^ war 
is often as such a; case 'oc<Hjrs. War, when begun, ^ 
irmy en4 in conquest, and conquest may lead to 
aggicandisement ^ . 

AJore than half a century lias elapsed since tl)^ 
Britisbi Ea§t India Ciloinpany stood . in the rank of 
so v^r^gn of large territories in several parts of In- 
dia; £^nd, till \vitbin these tew last years, many of 
its princes had never felt the weight, ai>|1 hardly the 
influence of itsi power. Ps^sessed of inesistible au- 
tbority, and sun'ounded with S( many sources of 
fcovocation, perhaps there is seldom afforded by 
istory any similar example of forbearance and mo- 
Pralu^i. The characters of men, taken in the ag- 
^gate, are, in all countries, and in similar situ- 
icms, nearly alike ; a circumstance w bich^ forbids 
is to ascribe this .singulip- occurrence to the indi- 
vidual virtue, or the uncommon moderation, of our 

i 2 
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Indian fitatesmeo. Its true cause will be found i 
that high responsibility which the free gav< 
of Britain imposes on the different agents of 
power. Public .opinion is, there, at once in 
rated and enlightened by the liberty of the 
and it forms the grand court in which aH minisi 
<^linquency is tried in the first, and in the last 
sort; it is as difficult to escape from the am 
of this in&rruptible court, as it is impossible to 
peal from its sentence ; and, fi>rtunatfely, the 
whom it decidedly condemns can eipect hurt 
fevour before any inferior tribunal. Almo#: 
whole of the governors of British India, haiHif^ 
their merits, more or less, strictly canvassed -tof'ttt 
great arbiter of tl^eir fame: Hence their ^af^S^hfif* 
tion ; and hence the- reputation with tftt|i^'*ttl^ 
have (many of them at least) retired to tte %ilMJI»ttt^ 
of their country. Notwittetandkig the ckb^ilM^^ 
party, and the long and rigorous pros€^l^p^|ip|^^ 
which some of our Indian statesmen l^lkvi^lMlIf 
been subjected, there is not, upon reddNl; 'Sffjf Mfr 
case of unprovoked aggressicm of the native fSHfii^ 
that has been fully made o\it against them. 

The last war against Holkar was, by 3otiife, de^Mi 
a marked objection to this observation ; but, oHi 
arrival of the late dispatches from India, it 
appeared thfiit the attack and defeat of that chi 
more strictly of his own voluntary procuring^ '* 
almost any war in India. From hds own Gorrfas^Sl*' 
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dence, as well as that of General Lake and the Go- 

veraor-^General, it is manifest that he had marcl^d 

his army from his country to inforce the payment of 

(Ghout) tribute from the alMes of the Company; 

that, while his letters to these officers wer^ filled with 

the <x)mmon slang of Indirni hypocrisy, breathiiig 

I BoUiipg bat the " most earnest <lje§ire of sti^engthen* 

\ iqg the' bonds of amity and frierldslttf^'' h4|l^s .^ ^he 

saine ii^stant -corresponding with die princes of Up- 

par India, and endeavouring tp excite the allies and 

Ejects of Britain tQ form ^ grand confederacy 

a^DSt her. in an§(wer to the • remon^xance of 

th^ qommander in chief, requesting him to cease 

hostility, and withdpaw hi3 army from the territory 

of the British allies, be writes, " As I ehtertaia no 

la^proper ili-will in m^ Jrknaly heart against you, 

whicdi mi^ rise to hostility, how ^puld I do any 

thing cortfrary to firiendship? — before you wrote to 

ms^ I htad rei^lved .to march } and have done so 

aojw^ in consequence of your letter to me j and will 

iano maimer hold gny improper language to your 

friends/' Holkar had tio^ ip reality, marched away 

his troops ; and never meant to do so, as appeared 

afterwards from a conference with his two ambassa- 

€brs, held by General Lake. /After this evasive cor- 

reppqpdenice . had, as he supposed, put the general 

off his guard, and furnished time for his chiefs to 

aasemble, he threw off the. mask, and boldly de* 

manded certain territories to be conferred on him, 

wid a sum of money to be paid by the British go- 

1 3 
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vernment, with an uiilimited permission to exact the 
chout from their allies'*. 

Such undisguised pretensions brought the negotia' 
tion to a shbrt issue ; it dissipated every doubt in the 
mind of Lord Lake, regarding the necessity of re- 
sistance ; for it conferred upon hun the same rigil 
of forcib^l opposing Holkar, that every indiviiiiifil 
possesses of repelling the attacks of a robber. 

After having successfully repelled .the aggreswbns 
of almost every prince in India, no great additjk^nal 
renown could accrue to the British arms by vanquish- 
ing \ Holkar — His defeat could as little gfejt^^ tiie 
general's avarice as his ambition; for, by l^"' Con- 
stant tiepredations oi his army, he had laid iwte> 
ri^ only the territories of till the surrounding 
but had compleatly devastated his own 
Neither from the attack of this prince, ^^^3(^4^^^? 
reason to look for wbat is the soMier s \}^n 
the praise and approbation of his country ;f<Jr'ftis 
officer well knew, that the voice of public opinwn, 
as well as the positive injunctions of law, wdr* 
strongly expressed against " pursuing schemes of 
conquest, and extension of dominion ^n India, as 
measures repugnant to the wish, the honour, y^d 
policy of the British nation f ." 



u ■ 



* Vide Asiatic Register for 1805 — State Papers, p. iB9. 
+ Vide an unanimous resolution of the Hpuse of Commons, 
%S of May, 1782. Journal H. C 
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Long before this period, the decided qpinion of 
Lord Clive, the great founder of our Indiati power, 
had been deliberately pronounced on this subject 
His language was, ** my Resolution and my hopes 
will always be to confine our conquests and our pos- 
sessions to Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. To go far- 
ther is, in my opinion, a scheme so extravagant^ 
ambitious, and. absurd, that no governor ^and coun- 
cil in their senses can ever adopt it, unless the whole 
systi^cn of the company's interests be first entirely 
new-modelled." 

It may be asked then, why amidst so great per- 
sonal risk, and resjk)risibility, and against the ktfery 
if not the spirit of every law and authority, did Lord 
Lake attack Holkar ? T^e answer is the same which 
ought to have been made by every British goveuior 
and commander in India, — ^he was bound by his 
duty as a man and an officer to protect his army, 
himself^ and the British territories, from the injme- 
diate ^issault of a ferocious invader, who had already, 
in his own camp, murdered three British officers, 
from no cause but their inability to defend them- 
selves*. ' 

It had been resolved in the House of CommoAs^ 

: that no war in Indiia should be undertaken with a 

view to conquest, aggrandisement^ or the enlarge^ 



* Messr Todd, Vicars^ and Ryan. 
I 4 



Digitized 



by Google 



136 INDIAN KECREATIONS- -^ 

ment of tenitoiy ; and this resolutfon wis aftcrwtola 
etnbodied in the statute book^ in the form of a la# 
of the empire. Although sirch enactments could ndti 
alter the ha^ardouis situation of our power ia Indk,*: 
yet they may answer th^ end of a public record ort 
our detei^mination against • all unjust aggrtesiCMlfi isi\ 
the native powers. 

.^ ' ' ' ' ^ 

Such, Lord Lake well knew, were the setrtira^rtsof* 
a mail whose knowledge was as unquesdbned, iS^iBB 
opinions were venerated, from his being 4ftie . &?*' 
founder of our Indian dominion J such too, he wb$ 
aware had ■ long been the accided tone of pufclic 
opinion. < • # -i\ ■ i ■ 

The war with Holkar,. immediately oc&ksionA' 
another equally unavoidablte, but far moi?e dissts- 
trous : It was th^t against the rajah of B^xsetpaieej 
the celebrated chief of the Jaats, who,4n;fc»^J|t|Jt6g* 
nable fortress, sustained five different ad&a^3<§^ this 
British troops, and as often repulsed them wilii s^ 
vere loss. This prince, the representative of Im 
ancient tribe of Hindoo warriors, was one of the Bw* 
tish allies ^vhom the intrigues of Holkar had seduced 
from his allegiance ; and whose reduction cost mote 
European- blood, than, perhaps, any* similar eflter- 
prise. If, then, this act must be ascribed to Jifii^ 
ambition, we assert, with a great poet, that it it^ 
" a grievous fault;" and with him too we acknow- 
ledge, '* that grievously have Britons answered It." 
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Bat we st^ily daiy that Lord LaJk^ in this case^ 
vas guilty of ambition: He acted uprightly in a 
crisis of eminent responsibility and dang^ ; and it 
bes not appear that a single argunflent can be ad- 
liiced against him, that will not, with equal force, 
iiilitate a^nst retaining a single acre of ground in 
[ndia ; — ^for, through the whole of that country, pro- 
[lerty has always been an object of plunder, and 
every act of aggression estaWishes a right of defence, 
ffhkdi^ if successful, must provide for future securi- 
^- Power, wherever lodged, must, in such circum- 
stances, often tend to its accumulation ; at least, the 
exercise of it in Asia, can neither be relaxed, or 
abandoned, even h^ a limited time, without soon 
endangering its own existence. From the moment 
that Great Britain appeared as a great territorial 
power and soverei^ state in IncUa^ from that period 
she vwas pledged to defend herself and her subjects ; 
to assert tJie <:ontrary, were too absurd - to require 
any tefutati(Mi. Among the many invectives against 
the criminality of British conquests in India, we find 
those of Mr Fox and ^ Phillip Francis peculiarly 
vkulent^ The latter . asserts *, that our commerce 
produced factories; factories required armies, and 
annies effected conquests; conquests produced ex- 
tended dominion, and this last brought us to our 
pre^igat .condition* Tq this, it may be sufficient to re- 
ply, in the words of Lord Castlereagh, tliat^ all this 
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migbt b^ true, though it did by no means follow^ 
it originated in any criminal ambition on our part il 

Mr Fox hasialledged, that all our suspicioiK i 
alarms respecting the hostility of the indej 
states, were counterfeitecl, in order to fiimisfa 
tence for attacking them. But many of the 
princes as well as Ildkar, are known to 
subsisted , their armies for years by constant ^ 
gainst their neighbours, or by plundering their ^ 
dominions: The great Mahratta empire 
ing thirty millions of inhabitants,, and :more thaa ^ 
half of the territory of India, had been rapidly i 
ed and enlarged by the depredations of a sin^e trit 
Mfhose inordinate turbulence and ambition.ha4i'- 
feet, no limits but those of the peninsula itself*..hJ| 
th6 ia4mediate vicinity of this people, animated 
their native feroci|y^ and instigated by the coui 
of France, the British government could ^mI; j 
alarms for its safety that could justly .be 4f 
groundless : nor could its plea of necessity for C9ltr 
stajntly providing for its actual defence, or future •*©- 
curity, ever be urged upon imaginary grounds : Itt 
situation must ha^e ^ all times been critical, and its 
dangers real. , .; 

Even in Europe, where the principles of pii&c 
law, and mternational justice are supposed to be bet- 
ter understood, it does not appear, that inordipjcte 
power, when attained by one nation, has been op- 
posed with so mudi firainess and moderation, as the 
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^rergrown force of the Mahratta empire has been 
rithstood in India: Neither has that powerful ascen- 
lancy, which we have lately beheld in one state, spa- 
«d[ the independent rights of the rest of Europe for 
i period so considerable as fifty years. In this quar^ 
Br of the globe, the balancing system was not mefB- 
y esitablished, but confirmed by a long experience 
tf its salutary effects, and was upheld by the vene- 
atio^ of every state ; yet ten years have scarcely 
5k|»sed since it was first disturbed or broken, and at 
Aepreserit moment hardly any vestige, or shadow 
of inrdependence can be traced in any comer of the 
continent of Eurt^e. 

The distribution of power among the states of 
India, may no doubt be faulty ; and the exercise of 
it irregular ; yet its effects at present are unquestion- 
ably less grievous, than the consequences of the 
system prevalent in Europe. The conduct of no 
nation in this quarter has been such as to furnish it 
wi^ any just ground of calumniating the character 
or condition of the Indian governmente. If, as has 
been alledged, its princes have been reduced to a 
state of dependence; it is unfair timt they should 
suflfer reproach from those whose misconduct has so 
recently reduced themselves to a much more despe-^ 
rate condition. 

* Ambitious, tyrannical, and all-powerful as the 
British government has been represented in India, it 
has not yet presumed to fulminate a sentence of de- 
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thronement and expatriation against any prince 
actually at war. Amidst all the families of its m 
inveterate but fallen enemies, there is not one w1h< 
like that of Braganza, has been first plundered, ai 
afterwards banished from Asia. It will readily 1 
admitted that, that alleviation of misery is but sad 
which arises from discovering that others are sm 
more wretched than ourselves ; and that any defenfl 
of OUT India government were weak, which bsidj 
stated that other powers had been still mm^ fW^ 
gate and ambitious than itself. But the monificoui 
of the British government in Asia has been gi^ 
yond example ; and must have operated the 
ample relief of all private or individual distress, 
is true that many of the native princes have 
their independent power; a loss too severe to W 
estimated by any private 'individual to whom i(J 
charms are unknox^n. But if we are permitted 
to estimate the " pain of falling greatness^ by tbe 
degree of sympathy which it has excited in lodia 
the suffering must unquestionably have been ffkfij 
\ for it is a fact, capable of the most rigorous pS^ 
that the British government in India administers ^ 
the comfort of tfae native princes, in its dxMniBicm^ 
greater sums than any other power upon eartfe. 
These pensions and bounties are annually changed 
against its revenue, ahd^ may therefore easily b^, ^ 
eertained ; but this circumstance which adds so^iiK^b 
to its certainty, can by no means detract frcsa i^^ 
merit of the gift 
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The supreme power rin Hindostw, as in all semi- 
IrbaroUs countries, could not be deemed strictly 
^ditary : The dynasty was often changed by. re- 
lit ; and perhaps the legitimate succession was still 
tore frequently deranged by the caprice of the reign- 
|g despots; as in the late example of Oude. A 
time prior to the establishment of the British 
er, thirteen diffelrent Emperors had grasped the 
ous sceptre in the same number of years, 
ifce succession among all the inferior princes whoj 
ja'ftese disastrous times, usurped independent au- 
Mrfty, w6i inarked by the same iiTcgukrity. During 
|fe wfhde time of the British conquests the over- 
Ibrow of the Mogul Empire was an event so recent, 
hot bBX^y any reigning prince could be invested with 
k'teor^TOspectable character than that of an usurper, 
^ha'iiad personally but little hope of securing his 
owii.ituthority, and of cohgequence, still less expec- 
transmitting it to his heirs, ^ 




}{ei^ ft frequently happened, that the overthrow 

of ^hostile chief by the British arms, was accompa- 

Bfe^ by an act of justice, and afforded the consola- 

■fioa of restoring much of his former dignity and 

|)Qwer to another legitimate prince, whom some re- 

, cliSit violente had hurled from a throne. A reign of 

fi^" Vyears had rewarded the usurpation of Tippoo 

i4ffi^[^ father'; time had hi some degree sanctioned, 

I a$?«^ as consolidated their authority, and the death 

dFthe former must have proved a severe affliction to 

^8 family. Short as the reign of Ais, dynasty may 
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appear, it hrad a stronger plea of prescriptive n^ 
than perhaps any other which the British power hqj 
vanquished : The victors themselves might have 1« 
mented its fall, had the violence of Tippoo left tba^ 
any alternative of safety, but that of his destni< 
But in this case, as well as in every otiier^ the 
templation of the suifering wUcK the Britbb 
had inflicted, must have soon been e&ced by 
happy prospect ^f raising, from a prison to his 1 
the lawful sovereign and his family. 

In a short time after this event, the diflSiipent 
homedan officers of Tippoo's government, and. I 
various brandies of the Rajah s family, w&tq 
bled to hear the determination of their &LteSromi 
British Commissioners : The intervening mc 
must have t)ast pnder emotions not easily descophidri 
The former, pn hearing the^ sudden change of.Aein 
fortunes announced, aflter a miserable. con^^aaie^ 
of forty years, could hardly believe ioiptbe r^fdU^.nf 
the scene before them : They were utterly^incap^Jate^ 
of expressing the powerful feelings of gratitude ^sp^jjlj^ 
it liad excited. The latter, who^e uuiforaiiU-tiiSilM 
ment of their o,wn prisoners had led them to exp^^^ 
either some severe infliction, or instant death, we?^i 
equally astonished, on being assured that each iadi- 
vidual was to enjoy a liberal pension during th^. p9^^ 
of his life; and that too, from those very .oieq^l^ 
whoya tjiey.had cruelly maltreated. Scenes like. tbgaet 
are peculiar to ^he vicissitudes, of war ; and as oft as 
they o^ur, the)^ must afford to suffering humanity 
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)tt consolation amidst the numerous cakunities, 
lich it too invariably inflicts* 

After all these palliating circumstances, the seve- 
9f of Tippoo Sultaun s suiFcrings, and those of his &^ 
hi, has far surpassed th^ ordinary standard even 
[royal misery in India: Hb sons were of an age 
j^ibkof feeling ti^ full weight of the calamity 
liicfe overwhelmed them : The death*of their ffiU:her 
iiich buried them in a moment fi'om the proud emi- 
ence of power and independence, into all the unr 
aown topors of a ccmfinement, in which they myist 
%t)fi the bounty of their epemies, produced one 
f thase sad reverses of fortune, which it is impos- 
W© Ift cOetemplafe without the most po%nant af* 
•^^ 'At a period long prior to this, while these 
*fco»-i^'ere as yet children, and when tlieir fate had 
lot reached this dreadful extremity, their condition, 
*kWBtesfein the British camp, had excited in Lord 
-omwite^ai^ij his whole army, feelings of the strong- 
^ WwAiteWaion. The- first interview of tlie prin- 
^^ this nobleman took place in the midst of 
«^&tehcamp; and w?is alnxiously viewed by their 
'^ats from the wowded' walls of the capital As 
^ detinue passed through the plain, it arrested the 
pss of every beholder, among that vast, but silent 
l^l^Wewkh which it was then filled; and tliis. 
ophe, which concluded with the d^ath 
taother, a favourite wife of the Sultaun, has 
^*'^ft^ history with an incident, perhaps tlie most 
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1 

interesting by which it can engage the sympathy i 
succeeding generations.. 

But iixe real situation of the amquered. prince iq 
Hmdostan, is by no nieans to be estinmted by th^ 
sad catastrophe of Tipppo Sultaun, and his &inily> 
ivhich his own fortitude, or invincible hostility has 
r^dered so peculiarly disastrou^^ The whole nuaa- 
bcr of these dependent princes, which has lata^i^ 
come so considerable; may .easily be arranged -toiler 
two distinct classes ; the first consisting * of .mdli^ 
hajre long since- btaen subdued, and reinstated i^tteir 
territories as dependents and allies of our JodimifH 
. vernment* : Their sovereign power, it mu8t*e«^©w- 
ed, is in m^y respects circumscribed ; and^M^ 
minions are in some degree abs(»rbe4 in thei.JkilUi 
Empire ; yet, however little may scan to remam foi 
the gratification of^ their ambition, much ootbinly 
has been left, not only fi>r their comfort .*^NHb^ 
splendour, and for sdl the purposes of nmnifidaice 
and true dignity, . ^'. 

One remarkable proof of the fidelity with- #Kh 
the India .Company has discharged the^ duties ^ 
posed on it by the subsidiary.treaties witk the lartive 
ppwers, caimot escape notice ; it is fiimisbed l^tiiat 
compleat security, contentment, and loi^ei;gtt3^r€&- 
joyed by almost every prince thus allied tor'ite^^ 
-vernuient. The late emperOT, , Shah Allaxq, lfc«<i 
for a period <ronsid€^rably beyond four^scom ye*s 
and it is yet remembered by his cotemporaries^ that 
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Kthe only tmnqufl seasons pf his life, ^f^me tibMe-^kfa 
he spent utdev British prateetif^^ MshottHnqd AUjr, 
fidbeb of the Caitiatio^ was tneariyvcif l^e same age, 
when his demise opened a peaoeftbte 'SiKxession fo 
his son. The case was the same with the Nizam, 
fte DBibqbs of Onde and Bengal, lAim all lived as 
eo(iaHq)OMi)ies nnderthe sbeit^of t^e Buitidh powet*, 
VI gae^tet* tnmquSlity, aiHi for a n;iudi Imi^r period, 
^n fe iCDStDmaiy mnoiig the seveteign {orinoes of 
ladku Time, and the §0o«4i9g hiSuence of the 
intticm government, iiad so much dimitdsibed or ^ 
iof^d diheir aaobition, that, aitkough anresiriii<^ ki 
Iteft fMmsonal ddberty, none of them dther im^rved 
-fitnn tk^ afiegknde, or iiteseneid tlmt proleeting 
fw^er^ iwbieh «o ^bztaaUy sihetteDed Dhem Urom die 
«ttadk» of then* enemies. 

1%ie y&am foranchei^ of the £imHis6^fnditt!i so- 
fdrcdgtis, n>ugt, wl the ^Mqquest, haMe etpferienced 
^ diaiige, fftlber fmmxt^Methaiti ^mpf opiAbu^ to th€^ 
ti«N|*i)Hty ftnd mAl cotufoft 1%^ had fonnefly 
been ol^eets of jeatoifsly, i^li^bip, 4»d siispieion ; 
and meoe therefore i^ost ^eoimmr^y 'either congn^ 
to a d«ii^e®ii, *of ekfe engaged in ^fccts 4tf tebelliee. 
Undco'^he 4X)ntro») of ^ihe 4^iitisli power, tihfe!^ i$ rj6 
toom tor saA -eftteitpris^fii hence lihey associate with 
-tiiek Mtefliions m 'e^als ; *mA a^ iknid tot]et!her by 
^^fsmkff ties ^ natuMd |Jbc«ion. Tho^ distant 
Mi preoaiioufe pi^ospefetB of sovereignity, which sb 
oftBn daalij^ or misled ^d^f£«ii, aiteihatppily exchanged 
for the more substantial comfort of private happi- 
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riess ; and there seems to be nothing in their condS- 
tion, which can excite, even in themselves, a wish foi 
the return of the more elevated, but dangerous for- 
tunes of their house.. 

This delineation of the condition of the priiMres in 
India, does not so exactly apply to that of the noUeSi 
as to the princesj and the rank immediately abo«l 
them. The nobles, or great officers, under thcrlpp^ 
mer governments, rose to distinction in the diltnpM 
departments of the public service ; but in propCHMl 
as European agents have been advanced to the r^ 
and trust of great officers of state, thekr number, 
well as their importance, must of necessity be jcB^ 
minished. If'Poorniah continued to fill the.ai 
important office of dewan in Mysore, it naiii^^ 
allowed, that many individuals of distinguished lAdi- 
ty, and, perhaps, equal merit, have been laid.fi^; 
and have sunk into a painful obscurity, which ^ 
drawn forth the most feeling lamentation from &at 
venerable statesman and historian, the late Gdpi 
Hossein Khan. Should the question be asked, r^t 
order of men have been the greatest sufferers by. the 
British conquests in Hindostan, every person at all 
acquainted with the circumstances of that country, 
must without hesitation reply, that almost every real 
^hardship has fallen upon the Mahommedan aud^ jBiin- 
doo noUes, who, during the native administratis 
had ei^pyed all the important offices of govermnept; 
an4 who now beheld many of those high honours 
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and emoluments, almost necessarily conferred on 
British agents. < 

But, besides these numerous chieftains, whose po- 
litical consequence, and territorial power, has been 
nearly absorbed by the enlargement of the British 
empire in India, there remains anotfier class, whose 
more recent aggressions have been defeated, and 
'who, of consequence, have been compelled to enter 
into treaties of peace and alliance with the company's 
goveniliient. The independent power left to the na* 
tove princes by the subsidiary treaties, is certainly 
much greater in appearance, than in reality ; yet their 
stipulations are carefully drawn up with apparent 
laimess and equality, and with a real regard tor the 
iiiture peace of the country, and to the reciprocal 
interests of both parties. In general, the native 
princes, under the operation of these agreements, are 
1^ with a considerable share of influence as well as 
direct authority.; tfte appointment to all offices, both 
iS^ and military, within their territory, is left to ' 
flieir own discretion ; the command of their armies^ 
remains to be wholly exercised by themselves and . 
their own officers, except in the single case of their 
joint co-operation with the Company's troops against 
a common enemy, when it is generally provided by 

^ treaty, that they shall obey the orders of the British 
t^ Company's commanding officer. One of the 
greatest evils resulting to the country from the former 
independent power of these princes, arose from their 
propensity to war, and from an inveterate habit of 
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invading and plundeping the dODQinions of the neigh- 
bouring princes, as often as they found them eitfcer 
weak or defenceless : The right of entering into war, 
except with the approbatioa of the Sritish jftdkiA go- 
vernment, was agreed by the most rigorous st^la- 
tions to be relinquished ; and the irig^ of atbitfatH)!!, 
in all cases of dispute with their ne^boiirs^ W9b 
conceded to the Governor-general, who, in the «veot 
of an unwillingness of the opposite party to sukAtt 
to an amicable adjustment, is entitled to decMtodJit 
assistance and the troQps of the contraetigg |hW% 
and to enforce submission- In return for these mit 
cessions, the Company's governmeirt was ptedgtfd, i* 
all times, to defend the allied prince against ijiU Us 
enemies : and that its army might be cbnatiurtlf 'i<* 
hand, and in readiness to discharge this impoirtifit 
trust, a subsidiary force was stipulated to be mdb- 
taini^d by the prince, either within, or in the vicirii^ 
of his own ten'itories. The number of ^trdops, iif 
which t;his, subsidiary army consists, was dc^rmitied 
by treaty ; and generally hore a proportion Iditfe 
revenues of the prince by whom it was paid, idbiftc 
its equipment, discipline, and command, was p^iS6d 
entirely in the hands of British officei^. 

These difierent stipulations, at once imtieate lii^ 
degree of Bestraint in which the nativte |nnnMa of 
India are held by the British govewiment, and tke* 
views which it had in prospect in imposing tbcm. 
Their effect in preventing the frequent Tecarraice of 
war has unquestionably been great : The x:£iiaBiities 
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ansing firom tWs source^ have paraded and deso- 
lated the country, under everj shape, daring many 
centuries, and have always formed the grand obstacle 
to Indian prosperity. As the intrigues of European 
en^iiies,.and particularly the French, have invariably 
wkfeaed this source of suffering in every dii*ection 
wheee tbey have been allowed to penetrate, it is, 
perhaps, one of the wisest of these precautiowary 
mei^ures, which binds each of the subsidiary princes 
QQk to affanit into his dominions, a single kdividual 
isma JKurope, without tiie express consent of the 
Brittsb government These treaties with the princes 
of India, are not the incidental or casual result of 
our intercourse with then, bat have uniftmnly been 
(St:taled by a long experience of their beneficiat coa^ 
sequences ; and form, perhaps, the most studied, a& 
wdl as the most successful branch of British policy 
in that country. They have, ever since their first 
fi^rtnation, held in submission and tranquillity^ all 
Ijbt gr^ powers of the continent of fodia, from ^ 
fsqf»(9ror dowD' to tl^ more kiconMderable chiefs ; an# 
HHy have provided pay tod sabsisteftcc fbr rrpwanfe 
tf fifty thousand troops entiirely at the expence of the 
native govermnents, for whose defence, as well as 
that of the Company^ tWy bave b^^a origuaally rais^ 
mL Like every naeasure of import«iCQ ii> a free 
^oitfilry, these treaties have been cfiscussed, praised, 
'^condemned, with dl the animosity of patty zesji; 
^t, as no arrangement of equal efficacy has yet 
\^ssok devi^sd, it is probable *that these ^bsidiary 
9ti|mlalk)ti»^ill long maintain then* ground, on the 
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irresistible plea of tried expediency. Since their 
first adoption with the Nabobs of Bengal, Oude, 
and the Cat natic, no revolution or even disturbance 
of moment has yet ensued : Their operations with 
the Peishwah, Scindia, Holkar, and the Berar Rcgah, 
without the same length of time for experiment, has 
been equally successful, if it does not promise to 
produce still happier fruits. 

The treaty of Bassein, concluded by the Bntiflb 
government and the Peishwah, has been roost fr^ 
quently deprecated and arraigned as the forerunner 
of mighty evils ; we therefore insert in a note * some 
of its provisions, and shall examine the validky of a 
few of the many objections that have been brou|^ 
against it 



* This treaty, after a clause confirming former stipalatioiiSi 
snbsiffting between the two governments, in the second SLtisdk 
proceeds to declare, that, If any state or power whatefvti^ 
shall commit any act of nnpreroked hostility or agfremnw 
against any of the contracting parties, or against their 01^ 
spectiTe dependents or allies ; and if, after due reprelB%i 
tations, shall refuse to enter into amicable explanations; (^ 
shall deny the Just satisfaction and indemnity which the c<Hu 
tracting parties shall have required ; > then the contracdng 
parties will proceed to concert and prosecute snch fkrtlMr 
measures as the case shall demand. For the more distinct 
explanation of this agreement, the governor^general in coH^ « 
cli, in behalf of the Honourable Company, hereby ^eclanlli 
that the British goTemment will never permit any power dr 
state whatever, to commit, with impunity, any act of nnpro. 
voked hostility or aggression against the rights and territoriei 
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Mr Cockbum, in a Iqte essay on the means of ci- 
i^izing India, which obtained the Buchanan prize in 
the University of Cambridge, has adverted to this 
treaty in the following terms : " There is^ however, 
one circumstance in the treaty of Bassein, which 
gives mc some apprehension, and concerning which 
I shall take the liberty of offering a few remarks. 
By the third article it is stipulated, " that 6000 sol- 
diers of the British government shall be stationed 
constantly, not only in times of war, but in time of 
peace, in the Peishwah's territories, under British of- 
ficers, and in British pay ; for the purpose of pro- 
tecting his Highness's person and governraenf: and 

■■ k4 

fohif H^ness Rao Pundit Purdhann Bahauder; but will, 
at all times, maint^n and defend the same, in the same man. 
ner as the rights and territories of the Honourable Com pan j 
are now maintained and defended. 

Third ./fr/icJe*— With a Tiew to fulfil this treaty of general 
defeace and protection, his Highaess Rao Fundit Purdhaun 
agisees to receiTe, and the Honourable Company to furnish, 
aj^rmanent force of not less than six thousand regular native 
infantry, with the usual proportion of iield-pieces, and Euro-- 
pean artillery attached, and with the proper equipment of 
warlike stores and ammunition; whiclv force is to be ac 
cocdiBgly stationed in perpetuity in bis said Highness's do- 
nuoiQns, . 

^ Fourth Article, — For the regular payment of the whole ex- 
pense of the said subsidiary force, his Highness Rao Pundit 
heceby assigaa and cedes in perpetuity to the Honourable East 
India Company, all the territories detailed in the schedule 
ainiexgd to this tre^Liy. 

4 
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ia return fbr tfaEe exfience^ whkk this wUt? ooaei^Mr VH^ 
tine Eafit India Compan}?!, the Pcii^bwab maftes(l4 ilM 
te them certtia lamh^" ^ :-4 

^^ I^Tow^, wiM: it no^iaevitably follow, th«t Ae cow* ! 
nwrMter of these forces vi*i)i have a]> iniueiice 6ree^ 
the Pdfihwa^ whtun we haw already s^n the vkt 
of fiivouritisivi, amouiihag aiim)St to atoc^te 
IDs k^NK^ mtuitali toi suppose, thai, iatbs^^ours^'^ 
' ai fe^sr yeatfS) individuala wiij; tui^ that iti^enee to<1 
purpose of enriching tfiomselves^ perhaps ir 
ly? Isi it not prdbable, that these soldiers,- pa 
larly in. the idle licentbusnesa d^i peace^ wiB be 
bearing and disgusting to- the natives, insultbg andfi 
insulted? WiH not, then-, this arrangtnent^ make Ae 
Peishwah and his allies unpopular, and give an 0^ 
portunity, either to some of thoge daring advoiteifli 
rers with which the Mahratta states abound,. of?* 
drawing off the nation* from* their alVegiaiioe r^ Or \n& « 
it not revive the hopes of the Berar Ro^h, "wlB*'l 
would' gladly see the diestruction of the Feishw«|ftl -« 
power. Foreign troops are always looked upon.^^- 
every nation with a jealous eye ; and weak and- l»&i 
taring is. the throae that; musti have recoume to sochf 
supportws* J humbly conceive it would be more' 
wise, and more dignified, to give back the paltiy 
territory so acquired, and either to suflfer a certain 
number of our troops to reaiain actually in* the pay 
of the Peishwah, an4 incorporated witii hbown^ <wi 
to stipulate, on every etia^gency, whiwi be kaltaci^. 
ed by external or internal foes, to assist Wm^wi* 
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St- €s^f be* spared frenF eur iitiglNto»ring settle-' 

^ Ut rtt&j app(Mfcf> at Urat tie#, polkfe <6 teeep Aes^ . 
Men at PooBtth, ns a gmrrd. over the Peiabwah V ac^ 
bus, ^ui^ ta enswfe Ihs fidelity ; but while we timii 
[ waiKe ear ittitience orer him, I fear lie wM lose^ 
llife^eiice ever Ihis cDufttryiMn. If be is ttof ovtf 
iMWf, 6000 men are too few to keep hi^ country dn 
Mbf^elioB : K he i^ our friend, 6000 men are too 
tMsf te^ form Ms body-guard. If I might venture 
to hazard a conjecture, I should say, that tfiese (5000' 
men would be the cause of the next war in India.** 

^i^^se objections; as^ weH! as a thousand" mof e 6f 
fhtf Mme nature, may easily be formed' in the closet, 
ligjkAast any practical measure of the Indk govem- 
mttt. They are entirely speculative, and have but 
Mrii^ftference either ttr th6 actual circumstances of 
fkt^paxfies, or to past experience, ft mt^t he 4 
tlj0iSlcnt answer to tiiem, simply to state; that such 
^oAlAdiary treaties with the conquered princes of In- 
dfe,- had, when this^ gentteman wrote, a testimony in 
lirtSr favour of which he makes t(a account, and* 
wftach he does not seem' to have known ; it consists 
6f Airty years experifence of thdr sdutaiy effects, 
tlbne of the conscquentes which he depretrates have 
bte e r to been the result of them ; t^rhfle their pecu- 
liar advantage seems to* consist in their effectually 
jjiteventing that most ^riousr of alt evils, the (JCca- 
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sion of future tvar: were all the subsidiary 
to be withdrawn from the tenitories of the 
princes of India, as this writer seems to recomi 
the experiment would certainly prove no less 
ous than decisive : For if any regard is paid to 
experience, in forming a judgment of the future, 
peace of India could not be noaintained for 
months after that event. Before these treaties 
devised, and 'prior to that ascendancy of 
power which enabled it to form them, histcny^' 
warrant us to assert, that the universal tranquiUif 
the whole of India was never maintained, even 
ring that short period. 

It ought to be remembered, that the subsi 
princes had been all vanquished, and that the 
wah had lost, not only his independence, but 4 
whole of his dominions, to which he was restorecl 
the British arms. It is, perhaps, not easy to 
ceive how he could be restored to so much poi 
dignity, and influence ; or how he could be 
defended in their possession amidst so many 
chiefs, without the necessity, or even the pow^j( 
his part, of entering into war : All this has B6en 
fected by the subsidiary treaty ; a measure by wt 
this unfortunate prince has found redress for his pa^ 
sufferings, and a sure provision for the future tran- 
quillity of his kingdom. In his situation, the restraint 
imposed by the treaty must have been felt ratherie 
^ relief, than as a hardship : The case has been a* 
DdiiJar with all the dependent princes of India ; it has 
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yo- aecessity, not choice, that could dictate these 
}fgtiesy or induce tiiena to the surrender of the 
liUefit share of independent power : It is certainly 
Itrong proof of the delicacy, as well as caution, 
itb which these subsidiary agreements have been 
tewn up, that the very feet of the dependence of 
1^ of the contracting parties has escaped the notice 
|tbc^e who inveigh against them. 

»'. 

isK the grand principle upon which all these ar- 
l^ements with the native princes have been form- 
id, be ptractically useful, (and the experience of so 
Bany cases for thirty years certainly proves this), all 
mnor objections against them niust fall to the 
^und. The mighty obstacle arising from the in- 
^ueaoe of tte resident, and his acquiring riches im- 
properly, may easily be overcome by displacing him 
from his appointment The same thing may be said 
rf the dissolute habits of the troops. It doe? not 
ippear that their residence in a particular country, 
should necessarily be productive (rf this consequence; 
if the fact prove otherwise, all that is requisite is, to 
change more frequently their routine of duty. The 
dilemma «o peremptorily stated, respecting the, num* 
her of th^ subsidiary troops, will always be easily 
8(ived by the local knowledge of the government of 
India, mid by the officers on tibe spot ; it is a practi- 
cal question, of which they are the only competent 
jai^es. " If the Peishwah isiiotour friend, 6OOQ 
m%^ accor^iag to Mr Gockburn, " are toot few to 
^keep bis country in subjection : if he is our friend, 
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ti^ir number k totb gPtfat ta form^ his body^ 
The feet tM^ been, that l^O^OOa men havj^ 
jvidg6d neiaeusipy m ihiB very e&^e, and by a 
si^uant modification ^f tbe ttpealy, Ifheir m^noter 1 
sA^ee b^e» angivieffted to 4)ftt atnocmt ; yet mxh ] 
fi^al ^Kl^tiy hsM oacumd m timyhig this 
k«iM: The ^esuamifigg W speculative and pra 
men have often difim^ inidl^'; bue p«rtops 
more remarka'bly than in this case; for it is a 
fiEiCt, d)af tfa^ whcle BrkMi inhabiteiitg of Ir 
forward w ith^ the i^ame confidisnce to the 
troops for iM^ncaiolffg the tranq^Alth^ of indt%^ 
&^re gentieman expecfs^ t^ ^s^ in them t^ 
^lid war. 




If th^ r^al titititf of the trealjr ei B^mn ^ 
be utiiiftately decid<^ by ^ opinioi^ of mf • 
of men/ iher^ cenmtily could be *liltie eat^e!^! 
ditaition b^ihveen tiie w^tmeW6^ e4 gpeeuiailave^ 
ticiaftsy and the aF9aiige0i^)tb df those 
4fiat^s»ieii; l^ ivfaom tlteM iMeasunr hue been- < 
and e:^cuted.^ Bbt the ack^nfage^^of thk < 
treaty, aiPlter t^n yea^s eftperietM:^, are not A^^.^ 
pettidienc on the opinienfii^ 6f elilier elassi ']^ #Be^ 
ha» k)ng ago been ^omfnteMed; 'm elkOj^ ^msm 
in (he unilbrdi and mint^rraj^Nied tmnc^ttin)^ «§ #ri 
conntry^ diuri(% a, moeh lodger period tlM¥ if ti«iM 
hi^^tt^ <^joyed t^t Mes$i^. J^Hipmnmiiy itt.«Mi 
ryc&se^ Ough«'te be mere rfecislve ttao ai^ gU O MtiH 
the lattser may afford a j^e^mption, wbem e^^kuM 
i& wantiltig; but the fei^met^ a^ne AuppKM 1tet«£jiGM 
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^pcmdhy ivMcb »{^ai^c^l men mU 9lw$|ys be;giddr 

I 

J>uKing the iate vmx ^gayast a 4^iifedemiqy of tfay^ 
Btt pQwedul pf tba Ikkttiratta chiefs, the subsi* 
fsty ^9^0^ at Poonah not oa)y detachod ftom their 
f£i^ the b^ <d the ^rtfite, J^utfumisUed the Bmi^^ 
o^ with aa advaiH^i] ^oat ia the h^art o( tim 
iahratta empire itself. From this pofist it nifm ea* 
lied- to march with ample supplies, and combined 
i^^ which adt only cjE^aqu^ced the confederated 
M^ers, hqt imposed a|>on them the satue check 
pufirt ^eng^ingin^&^Mjre ^Wr ^kick t^ Peishwah 
vust $^lwi^ feel ftom the treaty of Bassein. With 
lis view, simjlar subsidiary ^reameats have been 
om^uded with^U the late vo-aquished chie& through* 
ut the whole fk^insula of India* Eeuch prince haa 
law^ts^j^d j];^ thejiieart of his t^rititorieg a pow^^ 
Ml body^'4ifsi€;^iiQad tFQO]^> whose duty> acoording 
tk^ t$ra»S(of th^^ tine^^es^ r^ aotoaly^ suppress 
lU ifiteni^ m^i^ or in^itfreotioa y^'^m ^ native 
AateiB, Im^ t^yv^tiii'4^extbfd princes thewse^ye^, aad 
.0 pfevuBttii^n fcom.&xcmt^ intrig«iies a^d a^gpcia^ 
feof, fyt the piM^paae of .^xcitkig fu*are wa^-s. JQy 
lie^fiKir^ vAnpusan^^^gaq^ nature, with 

iier^i^ tm^t]^ dilGE^eQt princes, Ihe Britiiih govern- 
moX^ hxk^w wabted to gusfd ,the peace of India by 
a'si^sidteSy^qe of upwards '€)f 50j(H^0 men^ ad- 
W)tE^^H^^ pmted ia di^ereat stations, and n^ain- 
teined solqjy ^ 'the -exp^sace of these princes them- 
selves. These circumstances in the condition of In- 
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dia, are indeed recent ; but they seem to be 
favourable to the future prosperity of- that 
War, that grand scourge, and hitherto incurable 
lamity, of Hindostan, must be hefeaftcf,' if not^ 
tirely prevented, at least considerably checked ; ' 
the same force, which thus steadily presenres? 
internal peace of the country, must prove 
adequate to its external defence e^tiinst 
invasion. 

Should that restless spirit of conquea*, alHi ' 
all-devouring ambition, which has so lately 
whelmed the' whole continent of Europe, cont 
to actuate its councils, and scourge the surroui 
nations, it may possibly hazard the attempt of Ic 
ing its combined armies by land, to the conquest 
the British pdssessions in India. These armies, 
the late arrangements in the East, will there mc 
not with an irregular and ill-associated confe 
of chiefs, but with a numerous and well discipl 
fprce, firmly united to dispute every step of 
progress. Our Indian Empire must have l6ng 
viewed by our enemies with envy, for it unque3lioi>' 
ably forms one of the main pillars of support trf 
British power ; and the many daring a^essions m 
every part of Europe, which have so lately beeai 
crowned with success, render some grand effort a* 
gainst it, hardly more romantic or improbable thab 
other atchievements which the present unexampled^ 
and dangerous crisis has already produced. 
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'or such an eventful stru^le, at whatever time 
lay arrive, no circumstance could more effectual- 
prepare our extensive possessions in the East, 
n theprcHnptitude, decision, and energy, of the 
irquis Wellesley's late administration. This noble- 
in has vigorously united, for the defence of the 
itish cause, every pbwer in the peninsula of India; 
d, whether her empire in that quarter of the globe 
\ destined to stand or to fall, we niay venture to 
onoonce concerning his exertions, what an an- 
entpoet has sung in praise of one his favourite 
Bcoea: 

Si Pergama dexti4 
Defeadi posjsent, etiam hac defensa faissent. 



;/ 
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eSNERAL SCOPE OF THE INQUIRY CONCEBNXIW 
THE MEANS OF CIVILISING THE HINDOOS: . 
ITS LIMITATIONS ; PREVIOUS STATE 
OF HINDOSTAN. 



" What are the best means of civHising and i»i 
^^ structing the inhabitants of British India," i;^ i 
question which implies various discussions of mudh 
difficulty, as well as of great extent and important 
The practical solution of this part of the quei^io% 
belongs exclusively to government; and like the g^ 
neral wellfare of the rest of the empire, it may be 
regarded as the great object continually before it, 
the attainment of which constitutes the chief aim of 
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ill its exertions, whether of a legislative, executive, 
er juridical nature*. 

The subject proposed for this enquiry contains a 
second branch, which refers to the means of diffu- 
«ng the light of the Christian Religion through the 
eastern world : This part of the question belongs less 
immediately to the province of government, but is 
strongly interesting to the principle of universal be- 
nevolence and Christian philanthropy. 

The whole question, has not been injudiciously se- 
lected for public attention ; for there is, perhaps, no 
other subject on which information is more generally 
wanted, and there are few, on which it could be so 
extensively usefiil. On these accounts, it would not 
appbai:; as some have alleged, to have bee« impro- 
perly sulwnitted ^:o the discussion of the sfcholars of 



* Although every practical regulation for promoting the 
weU-fare of British India, belongs exclusively, to the legislaturo 
of the state ; the discussions of private individuals, seem ra- 
ther calculated to promote than impede this great object. Tha 
Inform at! 01^' communicated by persons acquainted with the 
state of our Indiah provinces, affords the only data upon 
"whkch the legislative regulation can safely proceed. Without 
attending to the practical experience, and the local knowledge 
yf such as have been on the spot, it is almost iipipossible to 
conceive that any practical system can be formed, adapted to 
the peculiar circumstances of the Asiatic Empire* 

Vol. III. B 
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our Universities* ; since its importance must cfaM 
lenge their emulation, while its acknowledged 4^ 
culty must give full exercise to their leisure and ta 
lents. Political knowledge and experience are uo 
justly denied to belong to these literary bodies : smd 
the first is generally tl^e fruit of leisure, and die 
ter, in the most extensive' sense, is little else tbam 
accurate knowledge of history. 




The literary studies prescribed in our Uwv( 
are not so wholly unqualified by attenti(m to 
affairs, as to unfit their members from affoi 
much assistance in so important a discus^on. it l| 
not merely in resolving some doubtful pokit» 
garding the topogi aphy, chronology, or ancient, jfcftlj 
tory of Asia, that we ought to look up to' thai9>;iVi 
Jielp. Nor ought it to be forgotten what a diitiR* 
guished and honoui^able part their different a&mni 
have uniformly borne in all those brilliant tramac- 
tions which have raised the British power and ainae 
in the eastern world ; however tliis may be, it a^t 
surely be regarded as a reflection, both against |fae 
judgement and curiosity of a k^ned age, did it leave 
no document behind it of ey:er having attempted to 

* This has been done by the Rev. Claadius Bacfaanaa, Vice 
Provojst of the College of Fort William ; whQ has propos^ « 
liberal reward for the best dissertation pn this interestii^ 
question, namely, ^^ What are the best means of ciyilisiDg tbe 
subjects of British India, and of diffusing the light of tht 
Christian B^ligioh through the eastern world ?" 
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bm the puhlk attention to a subject of so muck 
tnportance as the prosperity of our Indian Em- 
)ire. 

Happily for Britain, many of her scholars have 
•ot been confined solely to the haunts of study ; but 
Iheir information and usefulness have contributed, 
botii in politics and war, to render her name conspi- 
cuous in every quarter of the wofld. They are, 
Ikeseekfipe^ enabled to contribute to the elucidation 
sirf questions, such as that now before us, not merely 
Iheff literary attainments, but the firuits of long ex- 
perience, and a competent knowledge of the mau- 
lers and local prejudice of the inhabitants of the 
East. They are on these accounts, best qualified to 
investigate those principles by which the kgidature 
ought to be guided in regulating our Asiatic domi- 
nions. From having been eye witnesses of the in- 
fluence and operation of these principles, they seem 
to be pecuiiarfy fitted to detect miy gross or practi- 
cal errors that may have be^n committed in their 
application. 

Such aie the talents and acquirements which the 
British nation can bring to the investigation of every 
branch of its Oriental policy ; and however respect- 
able, they are certainly not more than adequate to 
the complete elucidation of a subject so intricate and 
prQfound. It is the work of ages, which the various 
exigencies of the present and futtire generation^ are 
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destined to elaborate and carry forward to its cda 
summation. 

Since, however, a fiiU examination of every branc 
of Oriental policy would require, not an Essay, bu 
mdny volumes, it is fair to infer, that the proposer 
this question meant to res'trict the enquiry to some < 
the more obvious and necessary regulations ; aad 
the removal of Borne of the most prominent obstacle 
to the comfort and happiness of our Indian subj< 
This inference is indeed deducible from the w< 
of the question, as by himself stated, which reqc 
ed, not a general enumeration of ttie various inst^J 
tions that may be devised for the imppovemeut'l 
India, but merely, what out of the whole are 
" best means of civilbing and instructing 
" country." 

Taking up the enquiry in this view, its extent and 
range will be greatly lessened: it will exclude aE 
those expedients and provisions which are requisite 
in settling and reclaiming tribes of wandering sa- 
vages in a state of primitive barbarism ; it will ex- 
clude almost every general regulation, which does 
not arise out of the exigaicies of the Indian Empire, 
and which does not bear on the correction of some 
mischief or abuse, which may be prevalent in some 
part of the country. • 

In the following pages, therefcwre, it is intended 
Qoerely to offer a few observations ; firsts on the best 
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aeans of promoting the peace and security of India^ 
rhich refer to the system established there for exter- 
defence and interior protection. Secondly, to 
;est some measures for increasing the quantity 
rf produce, arising from the labour of the hus- 
Iman and manufacturer, and thereby pro* 



riding a more ample supply of subsistence for so vast 

L population ; and thirdly, to enquire what ef- 
ts may be deemed the most suitable for diffusing 
poral and religious instruction among the Eastern 
nations. 

These branches of the general question are prag- 
ileal and important ; the smallest improvement in ei- 
ther of them, must be attended with consequence^ 
highly beneficial : The peace and good government 
of the country is the object of the first ; its plentiful 
and regular supply is aimed at by the second; by 
the third is to be o^)tained the comfort and happiness 
of the people. 

Before entering on the particular discussion of 
these divisions of our subject, it seems necessary to 
advert to the grounds of a very general persuasion, 
that all the distant possessions of every country must 
remain, from the very circumstances of the case, in 
a^state of provincial depression, and comparative 
barbarism : That the splendid conquests made by 
Europeans in Asia are peculiarly hurtful ; since the 
fall and degradation of these eastern empires must 
ke in proportion to the rank and opulence whidi 
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they formerly possessed : That the connection hd 
tween such colonies and their parent state, contanil 
in it a certain principle of deterioraticHi ; and that U 
9uch an union, each continues corrupting and cot' 
rupted, till some fortunate circumstance occur U 
break the tie, and restore to the provinces their oil 
ginal independence. 

Those disastrous circumstances which unavoii 
accompany the first establishment of conquered 
tries, have no doubt given rise to this pers 
which is by no means supported by the general, 
timony of history. That the Romans civilised* 
world by conquest, is a remark within the 
every school-boy ; it is not, however, the less 
ly true : it is true also, that no nation can carry^ki 
conquests to any great distance, without carrying laj- 
so the useful arts. The perfection of military disci- 
pline and tactics implies the possession of many ccm- 
comitant attainments, which if possessed by the in- 
vaded kingdom would preve.nt its subjection. TTie 
equipment and subsistence of numerous armies im- 
plies a vast train of resources which can belong to 
no people among whom commerce, as well as many 
useful branches of knowledge, gire unknown. - War is 
itself a science ; and its perfection was, perhaps, ne- 
ver attained by men of rude and uninformed undej- 
standings. There seems to be provision made by the 
very constitution of human nature, that war and in- 
vasion shall always be attended by a competent de- 
gree of skill in the arts, in order to heal those woundi 
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It must unavoidably inflict. It is a disease of human 
i^ociety of no small inveteracy and magnitude ; but it 
^ught generally to be ranked among that class which 
renovates the constitution. 

I , When the native Hindops are represented, in the 
tnost ancient times, as being celebrated in a and 
arms, and famed for the possession of various and 
. pQ::rfbund knowledge* ; these assertions are prompted 
hy a fond veneration of what is ancient, rather than 
% rigorous attention to the monuments of civilization, 
wHch they have left b it splen- 

dor and wealth of the dazzled 

jithe eyes of Europea to have 

Massed their judgmen splendor 

exists no where, excepi icincts of 

the court : it is upheld tj poverty, 

and degradation of the ople. 

Their poverty, depression, and general ignorance, 
are the features of their condition which first strike 
the attention of every stranger^. The very language 
in which they are described by the Greek, Roman, 
and Arabian writers, is strictly applicable to them at 
present : they seem to have early acquired a certain 
degree of knowledge of many of the useful arts, but 
to have never carried any of them nearly to that de- 
gree of perfecition which they attained in Greece and 
Rome, or in modern Europe. 

L 4 
* Sir Wniiam Jones, Asiatic Researches. 
\ Judge Colebrooke*s Agricuiture and Commerce of Bengal. 
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If it was the imposing splendor of the court 
Delhi, and of the Mogul Emperors, that first prompt- 
ed our countryme;^ to exaggerate the wealth and c 
vilization of Hindostan, a nearer and more accurate 
view of the different parts of this great fabric of 
power, has tended considerably to lower our 
tions of its perfection, and to abate our adtniratic«i 
of that knowledge by which it wa3 constructed axut 
upheld. 

The brightest aeras of the Tartar empire in India, 
were unaccompanied by that peace and security 
which sometimes flows even from despotism itsei^ 
During the reign of Acber, by far the most celebrab^ 
ed of the Mogul princes, we are informed by AipAi 
Fazil, his patronised historian* that the governmaafc 
of the Emperor wcs but imperfectly established m 
many of the provinces, and in all the four kingdon^ 
of the Decan, was wholly unacknowledged, althou^ '| 
the imperial power was then supported by an armf V 
amounting to no less tlian fi\«e millions of militia and 3 
regulars, and by a revenue yielding thirty-six milliom A 
sterling, ii> a quarter of the vorld where money 1 
bears nearly five times the value that it does in Eu- * 
rope. 

Several of the successors of Acber, as Jehanguire, 
Shah Jehan, and Aurungzebe, by subsequent con- 
quests, added still farther to the extent of the empire, 

* Vide Ayeen Acbery, paw|mt 
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bkI the splendor of the court ; yet the Mogul power, 
jven in its greatest extent, was never established over 
le whole peninsula : a pretty strong presumption,, 
t notwithstanding^ the warlike character, and vast 
p^ources of these princes, they were imperfectly 
killed in military affairs. Indeed, every European, 
tot tolerably versant in these , subjects, must pro- 
Icmnce them comparatively ignorant of the science 
war. Almost every military arrangement which 
adopted, has been found at variance with the 
t principles of discipline and subordination : hence 
&e fabric of Imperial power in India, however grand 
*r toppsitig in outward appearance, could neither 
larove efficient nor durable. A militia consisting of 
!fee epormous disproportion of two thirds of cavalry 
i to one of infantry; and so numerous as to contain 
above a twentieth part of the whole population, seems 
itself an absurdity : an undefined military power, 
committed to chieftains almost independent of their 
sovereign, and connected with eaeh otlier by hardly 
any principle of subordination : officers of the same 
laok serving for different rates of pay, while the whole 
of their allowances were irregularly issued, and some-^ 
times altogether withheld : these are such radical de- 
fects in the constitution of an army, as must have 
converted it into a machine, at once unwieldy, in • 
efficient, and dangerous. Opposed to a disciplined 
I Body of troops, the innumerable hosts of Acber 
would, perhaps, have been vanquished by a very mo- 
I derate force. 
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These statements are confirmed by experience; fo 
we find, in iact, that the Mogul armies, however ej 
pei^ve, never adequately served the great end of i 
military force ; the external defence of the coimti^ 
and its inward tranquillity. The ^npire, even in lb 
vigorous reign of Aurung?ebe, was never wholly fym 
either fi-om foreign invasion, or firom domestic revdl 
Scarcely had the southern provinces been subject^ 
to his power, when some of the northern and ea$(afl 
trere lost by defection. In the territories of OiM 
and Rohilcund, the vizier Sujah Dowlah, althoi;|^ 
constitutionally the first minister of the empire, » 
cretly established that hereditary and independm 
power whkh is still vested in his family The sama 
successful treachery, under sfrong professic»^ d 
loyalty, was practised by Ali Verdi Khan in Ber^, 
and by Nizam ul Muluck in the Deccan. 

Mean time, the internal police of this vast coutttry 
was far more imperfect and defective than tsa^t 
have been expected, even under this ill arranged 
military system. Our ambassador, Sir Thomas Roe, 
on his journey from Agra to Surat, declares, that in 
several provinces through which he passed, there 
were a greater number of rebels than of subjects ; 
and oo different occasions, that he iSaw the heads of 
several hundreds of robbers scattered upon the road^ 
who had fallen victims to an irregular and ferxxrious 
police*. 

* Vide Si emoire du ChcT, Roe^ anpr^s le Mognk 
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* Such was the state of Ihe Mogul empire during 
frtiat has been denominated its prosperous reigm; 
■lut a. contest for the succession to the throne, was 
rafter this period maintained by the four sons of Au- . 
ngzebe, each supported by a numerous army. This 
mal contention, either prepared or aggravated all 
tose heavy strokes of fortune, by which the Mogul 
power was shaken to its foundation.^ Its was after- 
F- Wards ruined, and finally overthrown, by the rise t>£ 
r^fi^ Mahratta power, and by its rapid extension in 
■ flie hpart of the empire. Tte force of this singular 
combination of^ military despots, was speedily aug- 
iitented by the concourse of thousands, whom the 
convulsions of the state had rendered destitute ; or 
whom the hope of plunder could allure to its stan- 
dard. Its usurpations were in a few years extended 
from the Indus to the Ganges, and brought along 
with them devastation and ruin, into almost every 
province of the peninsula. 

'■ ♦ 

The progress of the Mahratta po^ver, which ought 
rather to be regarded as the rise of anarchy, than the 
prevalence of regular government, soon effaced many 
of the fairest monuments of the Mogul wealth and 
splendor. Animated by venj^eance against their for- 
mer oppressors, and perhaps prompted by their own 
^ mnate barbarity, they repeated their spoliations till 
agriculture and commerce were nearly ruined. 

In some provinces, where they were unable to main- 
tain the full possession, they established a tribute of 
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one fourth of all the revenues, denominated from i 
circumstance, the Chout*^ which was exacted 
unexampled rigour. In several parts, this badge 
oppression still continues, notwithstanding the 
checks lately given to their power* During 
disastrous period, which succeeded the reign of - 
rungzebe, while these events happened, we are 
formed, that thirteen emperors were either def 
or massacred, in an equal number of years f. 
imperial power, which had been usurped in e^ 
thing but the name, by the Syeds, two amt»tiou 
brothers, was at last subverted, after having 
nominally offered to different branches of the roj 
femily, whom ministerial caprice or ambition, 
prompted to drag from their prison to the throna 

Thus, within the short space of a man s life, 
«lmost in our own remembrance, the empire of Indkli 
fell into anarchy and ruin; not from the external!! 
violence of foreign enemies, but from the invetemcy I 
and extent of corruption which pervaded the whole of i 
its members. Every province, and sometimes each I 
district, displayed a perfidious servant of the court 
usurping absolute power, ^hd practising all those ex- 
travagancies w^hich are natural to an unprincipled 
mind, on its sudden elevation to absolute power {{;. 

Amid those scenes of violence and distraction, the 
labours of the husbandman were not merely suspeiid- 

* An Hindoo term, signifying a fourth. 

+ Vide RennePfi Momoif . J Vol, I. 
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td, but hi» wife and family, as well as the produce 
tf his industry, were frequently carried away, or de- 
stroyed. The progress of a native army, in any 
Bountry, is destructive, and almost equally fatal, 
whether it enter it with peaceable or with hostile in- 
tentions. From its assaults, neither the poverty of 
the peasant, nor the humble drudgeries of his se- 
questered lot can screen him ; much less can they 
defend him against the still more frequent attacks of 
robbers, and the depredations of innumerable ban- 
ditti, who every where infest a country on the down- 
fel of police and subordination. 

In many provinces of India, these mischiefs of 
aaarchy were prolonged till they had ruined every 
branch of industry, and become almost incurable : in 
some of the native governments they continue to 
the present hour; for in therri you still behold the 
peasant, when he goes abroad to the market, or to 
resume his labours in the field, arming himself with 
a tulwar, a spear, or a bludgeon, and trusting for 
his protection, against violence and rapine, more to 
the strength of his individual arm, than to the police 
of his country. According to the testimony of Go- 
lam Hossein Khan, it is customary, in some districts, 
for the person who has been absent from his friends, 
to offer sacrifices to the gods for his safety, if happily 
he return safe to his family *. It may jusdy be ques- 
tioned, whether, in any instance, the annals of nations 

* Vide Seer MutakhereeD, a wort in modera Persian. 
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can present to our contemplation, a great ccmiini] 
ty plunged into an abyss of anarchy, equally 
and gloomy as that by wHich India was overwl 
cd ofter the decline and fall of the Mogul enaj 
That fertile and extensive region became, in fact, 
kereditas jacem, open to the intrusion of the fir^ i 
eupier, and sunk into such wretchedness, that 
any change must have proved an alleviation of i 
distress. 

1%as description of the state of India, immi 
ly preceding the period of European conquest, 
nqt be thought over-charged in any one partici 
such as have beheld its actual condition ; and 
them it may render doubtful, or perhaps destroy/ 
grounds of the persuasion, that a country in 
deep and universal anarchy, must necessarily 
jured by becoming a province to any European 
It is in Britain chiefly that the invectives of 
have misled the public opinion on this subject : fluqf 
who have been on tlie spot, and witnessed tfaaHil^ 
ferent changes in India, have not for a mMieit 
doubted, that for a country placed in circumstMGii 
similar to those above described, to fell under tk , 
protection of a civilized government, is not a, mis- 
fortune, but a kind dispensation of the Ruler of aar 
tions. ^ 

-. ~ ' • 

What pu^t to be most decisive in this aigooa^ 
is, the experience and conviction of the natives them- 
selves. They never have denied the benefits of Eu- 
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fpean protection, nor have witiidrawn frpm thi^ %ir 
potages arising from a more regular police : thour 
l&cls, oa the contrary, have laid aside th^ 9wo!cds 
id spears^ and crouded to their settlements- Now, 
^perieaqe uniformly guides this people, not political 
m speculative opinions. Had European vicinily 
^a hurtful, it would have- been avoided : foe what 
jbe has prompted them to court it, but the security 
)f life and property which it has been found to yield? 
rhe cl^maour against cruelty and provincial oppres- 
ioOj which has often sounded so loud throu^ the 
l^le of Britain, has not once been heard in Bombay, 
Itfa^as, or Calcutta. These cities have contimied 
iufonnly to thrive and increase under their new 
Hunters, in spite of all the arguments that have bera 
Vf^ to prove that it was ii^possitde. Theibuit meor 
imed city, m particular, from having been lately a 
vi&ige, so unimportant, as to be wholly passed over 
m the assessments Ibr the imperial revenue, a$ stated 
in the Ayeen Acbery, has, in about half a century, 
arisei^to a populaJtion of ilpwards of half a mHlioa 
of smls ; a rapidity of increase seldom to be met with 
in the records of any country, and never equalled un- 
der any of the native governments in Hindostan*. 

These preliminary observations on the Mogul gor 
vemment, and the anarchy that succeeded it, were 
(Jponed necessary, in order to ascertain the possibi- 
lity of benefitting Iiulia in any shape, while it remains^? 

* Vide Vol. IL ' 
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6d in the condition of a province. Should that 
ject be found impracticable, the question ought 
have been differently stated. The enquiry si 
have been, " how are we most creditably to aba 
the sovereignty of India; or how are we to retain-' 
with least injury to the country ; and without 
ing the happy influence'of* the wise institution^' 
which it has hitherto been governed ?* 

These introductory remarks might have 
abridged, had they not served to bring into vi( 
existing circumstances in which India is placed, 
to illustrate the actual state of the British empiriJ 
tiiat country. In proportion to the accuracy of" 
knowledge on these . points, must prove the 
and practical value of every regulation oflFered for 
improvement and civiliz^-tion of our Asiatic subjdiill;- 
They are farther useful by affording considarttlfl 
light for the discussion of the first branch oS'tm 
enquiry, which was, to consider what improvenwrti 
might be made in the military establishments of In- 
dia, its system of external defence and interior pro- 
tection. 

Previous, however, to entering upon this part of 
the subject, it is proper to state the first su^estion 
which offers itself to the mind of every person 1^0 
has any practical acquaintance with the Orientafe, 
and knows tifceir strong attachment to antient custCOTs. 
It relates to the propriety of avoiding the discussion 
of every point merely speculative and theoretical; 

4. 
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^d to the necessity of guarding against the adoption, 
f)r recommendation, of plan^ founded merely on a 
preconceived system of political ecoilomy. To new- 
podel existing insitutions, and to strain them into 
an exact conformity with a preconceived theory of 
political economy, is not always either safe or prac- 
ticable. On a subject so* complex and intricate as 
the government of nations, theory is often at variance 
with practice, and . the most plausible measures of 
ipolitical reform, if they do not display an evident 
ladaptation to each case, and arise out |of the real 
jexigencies of society, i|3^ not merely idle specula- 
tions; they are often hurtful and dangerous, when 
attempted to be carried into practice. The benevo- 
lent views of tfeit person who proposed as a subject 
of public inquuy, the means of civilizing British In- 
dia, will perhaps be most effectually answered by 
those who can effect the removal of some known and 
experienced want, or provide against the approach 
of some impending mischief : this part of the task is^ 
at all events,, best^ suited to the present state of our 
knowledge, necessarily imperfect, regarding a coun- 
try 80 extensive and distant as the British dominions 
in Asia. 

Although our Hindoo subjects are patient and sub- 
missive in their general deportment to superiors ; yet 
9re they most averse to every change : this peculi* 
arity, when considered conjunctly with the vast dis- 
proportion of theii^ numbers to that of their conque* 
rors, ought to afford a most impressive warning 

VOL. III. M 
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against adopting speculative systems, or indeed at* 
tempting any sudden innovation on the general spirit 
of the government That this remark has not beca 
lightly hazfirded, or gratuitously introduced, is ampljf^ 
proved by several facts, recorded in the annp^ls of our 
own government in India : these facts have but too 
plainly demonstrated, that the submission of the nar^ 
tives has certain limits beyond which it cannot sub- 
sist, and that even the patience of the Hindoos thena- 
selves, may be put to a test which it is unable to be^r. 
It has been long known, that the prejudices of the 
higher classes of the Hindoos, re^rdii>g the (repa- 
ration of their food, and dressing of victuals, has pre- 
vented them from undertaking sea-voyages of WJ 
length or duration. The extension of the Britjidi 
territories iamong the islands, and through the t^i/ffi^ i 
parts of the continent, has at the same time rencj^- 
ed it necessary to transport the native troops by 8^4 
to meet the different exigencies of the service By 
allowing the natives themselves to prepai^e their f a- 
ter-casks, and store all their own provisions, th^pr^ 
judice, so incompatible with military duty, has bpea 
surmounted, or gradually weakened ; a distant ex- 
pedition by sea was therefore proposed, on a latp oc- 
casion, to a certain seapoy corps, which at firsJ 
seemed to assent to the proposal without a^ uppa 
rent murmur. A few of the hi^ier ranks, howe^ 
on reflection, were of opinion, that it endajagerei 
their rank, by its incompatibility with their relig^ 
maxims. These men, by statmg their scruples t<| 
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&eir <iomrades, in the absence of the officers, influ- 
enced the detetmination of the rest of the battalion. 
The European officers, who were ijpiorant of what 
had passed, and deeming the assent of the regiment 
universal and compleat, gave orders for its embarka- 
tion on the appointed day. A determined resistance 
ensued; the sea poys flew *to their arms^ and took 
possession of a rising ground, where, as they refused 
all communication with their officers, they were un- 
der the necessity of reducing them 4)y force of arms. 
In the contest many were slain on both sides ; and 
what is most remarkable, a native regiment was em- 
ployed ib execute this severe military vengeance 
against their countrymen, H^rvice which they per- 
formed with fatal promptitude and^lacrity. A more 
scrupulous regard to their religions prejudices has, 
since that period, almost entirely surmounted their 
objections to naval voyages ; and many regiments, 
consisting of all the differe«t casts, have lately been 
employed on iparitime expeditions, ^^itbout any pre- 
judice to their future ralik, or violence io their reli* 
^ous. scruples. 

Thfe native Hindoos, 'of all ranks, must have their 
food dressed and prepared by a person belongin«r to 
the same religious cast ; and during the time of din- 
ner (almost their only meal), the greater part of their 
cloathing is cast off* and laid aside till the conclusion 
of their refreshment. * On actual service, and in the 
presence of an enemy, this custom is peculiarly re- 

M 2 
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pugnant to European notions of discipline. Accwd 
"^gly> the officer in command of our field army ii 
1 798, issued, in orders, that such of the seapoys ai 
were employed as guards and picquets to the camps 
should not be permitted to undress either in prepar- 
ing or in eating their meals. This prohibition, wWd 
appeared so necessary to the safety of his camp^ tfii 
general found it necessary to withdraw in a few di^ 
for during that short period many of the best of the 
native soldiers were found to have deserted the' ser- 
vice. So inveterate are the prejudices of the native 
troops regarding this point, that no means have yet 
been devised to remove this unmilitary practice from 
a seapoy camp. " 

But the most unfortunate of all the errors feat 
have ever arisen from ignorance, or inattention to the 
manners of the native troops, was that remaAaWe 
order for shaving and changing the native dress" of 
the garrison of Vellore. The consequence has not 
merely been the revolt of the troops, but a drtwrffel 
massacre of almost every European in the place ;j 
unhappily the mischief arising from such an occur- 
rence does not terminate with the fatal phrenzy ex- 
cited during the moment of exasperation ; the whol 
native army must feel itself insulted, by an order use 
less in its object, and to their feelings more poignant 
and severe, than a command issued for their instaat 
execution. 
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When we reflect that the whole number of Euro- 
peans employed in all the departments of the service 
throughout tha|; vast empire, does not amount to a 
thousandth part of the natives by whom they are 
surrounded, the impropriety of wantonly irritating 
r.their feelings, must appear abundantly striking. The 
government of such a multitude is merely that of opi- 
nion ; an opinion of the general equity and modera- 
tion of the rulers. The moment when this opinion 
shall be destroyed, and the general detestation of our 
troops excited against us, will assuredly be the last 
of the existenccof European rule in India. Such 
facts, well authenticated and recent, give lessons 
that cannot be misunderstood : nor is it possible to 
avoid the inference to which they lead : they strong- 
ly warn qs against all rash and untried experi- 
ments among the natives of Asia. They militate 
so powerfully against thwarting thei 
in apparently trivial instances, that 
terference with them should not n 
but the authors of them should be c 
an atonement to the natives, by bee 
the objects of the severest reprehension and punish- 
ment ' • 
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IMPERFECTrONS OF THE MILITABT SYSTEII AMOim 
THE NATIVE POWERS : THE UNHAPPV FREQCfiN* 

CY OF war; and the means of preventino 

IT, 



The short view 6f the state of India which has d^ 
ready been given, however imperfect, clearly enon^ 
indicates the necessity of many improvements in its 
military establishments. The maintenance of peac^ 
as well as the security of property, are most ittipoiv , 
tant objects, which, even in the most prosperous 
times, were never folly, attained under the native go- 
vernments : their compleat establishment seems ini'* 
peratively to require a reduction ot the military force 
maintained by the allied and dependent states. War 
has unavoidably been calamitous to every country; 
but the frequency of it in India, has almost umform- 
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ly proved the scourge of the inhabitants, and the 
greatest bar to their prosperity. It has there been 
encouraged and promoted by the facility of raising 
armies among the petty chieftains, who every where 
usurped independent power on the downfal of the 
antient government Theiiistory of Hindostan dearly 
points to this as the grand source of those constant 
dissentions, of tiiat insecurity of life and property 
over the whole country, which so long perpetuated 
barbarism among the inhabitants. 

The natives of India were long barred by the con- 
vulsions and aitarchy which tfetminatfed the Mogul 
power, from obtaining wealth or distinction by pur- 
suing the arts of peace. Men of family in that coun- 
try, generally befcame soldiers of fortune ; while the 
commonalty, rendered by the same causes licentious 
and destitute, readily joined their standard. Thus 
the career of aggression unavoidably commenced ; 
for the subsistence and pay of every association of 
this ftatui-e, must be procursd by committing depre- 
datiotis on the defenceless neighbourhood. The first 
€aaterprises, however insignificant, bring fresh adhe- 
rents, and prepare the way for more important at- 
chievements. Nor is the progress of these military 
combinations checked by meeting other tribes of ban- 
« ditti engaged in similar pursuits ; perhaps a battle 
ensues, or the weaker joins the strong party ; and 
thus the foundation is laid of greater conquests, and 
of a ftiture power, proportioned to the abilities of 
each chief, (mt to the strength of his adherent?, 

M4 
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Such is the rise and progress of an Asiatic nation ; 
and such, almost without a single exception, has been 
the origin of the different states of India. The Mah- 
ratta chiefs have exhibited examples of it, in almost^ 
every district from Balasore to the Indus. Of » 
ral Mahomedan kingdoms the origin is still more 
cent : it may be dated within our own remembranc^l 
from the treacherous revolt of some military cois- 
mander against his sovereign; from the succesi 
usurpation of that ppwer which he was hired to 
fend. Of this nature were the usurpations of Shiefdi 
Jung in Oude, and of Hyc[er Ali in the Mysorcl 
But what belongs chiefly to our purpose is, to noti< 
that the power of all these usurpers, however obtain- 
ed, is uniformly exercised in the same manner : w 
is almost their only occupation, and the property ofj 
their neighbours their constant plunder. Their g 
vemments, if they can merit such a name, contain 
no principle of stability or order, either to secure 
their own tranquillity, or to compensate the people 
for the violence by which they were erected. Their 
power is as little permanent as beneficial ; for it sel- 
dom remains more than one or two generationsin 
the same family : hardly does ^ single year elapse 
without our witnessing, in India, the rise of some 
upstart into power, or the downfal of some of ite 
princes, . , 

The most obscure persons, and sometimes even 
women, have been tempted to grasp at those tran-* 
sieht sovereignties, Begum Somro, the widow of n 
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ierman tradesman, possesses at present a very con- 
derable extent of territory . on the north of Delhi, 
a her country lie the plains of Paniput, that; were 
^ly so distinguished from being the theatre of a 
tty contest between the adherents of the heathen 
Mahomedan faith. These celebrated plains have, 
iring several years, been ravaged by the rude as- 
:iates of het general,— ^an illiterate sailor* who 
from the British navy. It is on the. field of 
itself, so renowned in the Mahabarut, as the 
of antient heroism, that are now displayed the 
►rious banners of this contemptible chief, and of 
licentious followers; 

Such are the vicissitudes and the frequency of war 
in India : the calamity, it must be allowed, is inci- 
dent to evmy country ; since war is an inseparable 
concomitant of human associations in every stage of 
their progress, and under every form which they as- 
sume. It may be alledged, that a vicinity of nation^, 
constituted Uke those of India, seems peculiarly in- 
compatible with a state of peace ; and that to expect 
a continuance of that blessing, in such circumstances, 
is to look out for a change in the very principles of 
human nature. 

^ Allowing to this observation every degree of weight 
which experience may justify, it still nuist be admit- 

* George Thomas, an account of wliose Jife has lately ap» 
peared in the Asiatic Regbtert 
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ted, that the gradual diminution of tfa^ irrei 
armies, by the controlling influence of a pow< 
government, directed by enlightened agents, woi 
enable them to overawe the native chieftdns, and, i 
proportion to its power, would check among 
the reciprocation of injuries. This inference is 
warranted by experience, since tlie British ga 
ment has already, in a great measure, effected 
object, in many of the provinces which have 
under its power. Its influence has been ai 
with tliis salutary consequence in Oude, Hydral 
and the Camatic ; though it has there been e 
on |he shattered remains of an empire that had 
fered almost every calamity, during a period of 
limited confusion ; or rather, that had been totfflj 
wrecked by tlie storms of a long revolution. 

In Bengal, Bahar, Mfid Orissa, those tumuItMry 
bands which, with the name of armies, and uiider 
the pretext of collecting the revenue, had pillaged 
those provinces, have at last been disbanded, and ft 
new military force has been raised, infinitely more 
effective, though hardly amounting'to a tenth part of 
the antient numfc^er. In all these provinces, the limits 
of order have uniformly extended with the progress 
of European dominion ; and Xvhat, as far as we know, 
is unexampled in tlieir history, some of them bai^p 
been kept fi^ee from the calamities of war and mili- 
tary depredation for the space of nearly half a cen- 
tury. The conduct of our governors of India merits, 
in these instances, a very high commendation ; their 
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MjencmAnmy however, vrift ht ft)tind in the en« 
^sased popuhBction and secyrity of tiiese provinceif. 

! Those fears and complaints which of lafe hav« 

ti so pathetically urged agiiiist the extensbn of 
^ territory in India, seem -not warranted by a pep^ 
knowledge of that country. The enlargement 
our dominions in the peninsuk da not always in- 
a necessity of augmenting the army. OUr ktc 
t successes against some of the Mahratta pow- 
'while they have extended the empire, have aC- 
lessened its frontier.' Till lately, the domi- 
s of the Mahmttas bordered upon those of Bri- 
throughout the whole extent of the peninsula ; 
rot tile period seems not now to be distant, when a 
very important diminution may be effected in tlie 
number of troops maintained by that vast military 
association, whose constant wars have long been the 
gi^rttest scourge of Hindostan. This measure haa 
Already been practised with regard to the Peishwah, 
who, by engaging ta maintain six thousand of our 
troops, miist necessarily disband a greater number of 
he own. Should this essential arrangement be a* 
dopted^ throughout the other brandies of that con- 
federacy, the British empire will then assume a tone 
and attitude of power, which will enable it to com- 
nwuid the tranquillity of the peninsula*. Though 

* Some persons of great discernment, and thoroughly ac« 
qnainted with the state of India, have deeply regretted, that, 
•n the conclusion of the late war with the Mahratta chiefs. 
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Still inferior in extent to that of the Moguls, it : 
almost of necessity prove more energetic and 
. quil ; for Hindostan will then be protected by 
than one tenth part of her ancient military establifl 
ment ; a change of infinite importance to her, ] 
sperity. In the present tone of the pubUc mind, 
a change would, perhaps, be little relished, or, 
haps, wholly disapproved: it could not fail, hoi> 
ever, to be highly appreciated by every person 
has witnessed the ferocious atchievements of 
armies, daring their annual excursions for the oili 
lection of revenue, or for what they term mu^fdjl^, 
gherSe, the acquisition of territory. 

This aspect of the native governments merits tt)ft 
greater notice, because it forms not an accidental or 
temporary feature in their character, but a permft* 
nent state of society. It is a maxim among &e na- 
tive politicians, to regard their " State as continually 
" at war." Hence their military chiefs are not per- 
mitted for a moment to indulge the habits of <ivil 

Scindiah, Holkar, and Boonsia, no subsidiary treaty was con- 
cluded with these restless powers. They regard this measure as 
the only seal of their submission, on which we ought to depend 
for the future tranquillity of India. It has been adopted with 
almost every prince in alliance with Britain, and after an ex« 
periencc of thirty years, it may safely be pronounce4 the most 
effectual arrangement that has yet been devised for ^checki^ 
that unceasing propensity to war which so fatally characterkes 
the whole system of Oriental policy. Since the f^rst edition of 
this work, the measure here suggested, has bee n adopted by 
the India government. 
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fe ; nor do they experience the shelter of a house 
k many years successively. Their camps are not 
i'oken up ; nor, except during a march, are their 
mis evep struck. The intervals of foreign hostility 
re occupied in the collection of revenue ; a measure, 
lich in India is generally executed by a military 
:e, and is more fertile in extensive bloodshed and 
terbarity, as well as in the varied scenes of dis- 
ress, than an actual campaign against an avowed 
memy. 



srci 



The refractory Zemindars, (as they are denomi- 
hated) upon whom the troops are let loose, betake 
themselves, on their approach, to a neighbouring 
mud fort ; one of which is erected for protection, in 
tiie vicmity of almost every village. There the in- 
habifemts endeavour to secure themselves, their 
ckttle, and effects, till they are compelled by force 
w feinine to submit. The garrison is then razed to 
the foundation, and the village burnt, to expiate a 
delinquency, too frequently occasioned, solely by the 
^quitous exactions of government itself. 

In these military executions, some of the peosan- 
fry are destroyed ; some fall victims to famine thus 
artificially created, and not a few are sold, with their 
^ives and children, to defray their arrears to the 
treasury, or to discharge the aggravated burdens im- 
posed by the landholders. Such as survive, betake 
ftemselves to the woods, till the departure of theh: 
oppressors! encourages them to revisit their smokii^ 
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4qr the injustice wxi barbarity of thdr rulers, the 
fiantry loo$<e all sense of right and wrong; from 
jdiey are forced to becoroe robbers in their turn, 
to provoke, by their frajud or viol^ce, a repeti^ 
pf die same enormities 9^gainst the n^t annual 
tion of the army. 

Charges haye frequently been Iwrought against 
ropeans, for their ambition, their conquests, 
their rapacity in the East ; on some occasions, 
may have been just ; but a far heavier charge 
to lye against their indolence wA delay ia exerdli 
for the suppression of these crwalties, that 
irluch the fortune of w^r bad thrown into their hatiAi 
In Bengal, for example, several yeo^rs had ela^^ll^ 
from the time of its conquest, before the exem^c^ 
its wretched government was transferred from ^ 
hands of the natives to the Company's senwiis« 
The same objection might be urged against our ©m- 
duct in the extensive countries of Oude and Ro- 
hilcund, although, for a period of thirty years, tfe^ 
have been tributary and dependent provinces, yet 
the irregular armies of the Vizier have been per- 
mitted to harrass the country, and enfwce thar ax- 
actions from the peasantry. In the latter of tee 
provinces, this licence has so strongly prevailed, that 
the British government has at last been compdkrf 
to assume the immediate direction of the civil po^mi 
in order to save the remains of that people from 
Vtter extermination by the deleterious government 
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F Oude *. In the Carnatic also, a more prompt as- 
miption of the civil power, would h^ve saved much 
roperty, and mapy lives : and it, perhaps, might be 
^rte^i without much danger of exaggeration, that 
16 con(][uest of the whole peninsula, by European 
rais, might have been attended with less injury to the 
^operty and population of the country, than what, 
tas been sustained by the want of police and regular 
jpvernment in some of its ijviividual provinces. 

, Home of our rulers in India, whether nK)ve or less 
ttp^ in its policy, have been inattentive to the 

ny^us 9(iischiei^ resulting from native misrqle; many 
feve deeply regretted the imperious n^essity which 
(to some occasions has interfered, to withhold them 
ftpm preventing these. It is, however, only in the 
pioment of defeat wd humiUf^tion, that a proposal 
f(4r the reduction of its armies can be made with 
effe9t, eve^to a conquered nation : this measure, if 
then neglected, cannot g^fterwards be accomplished 



♦ This transaction has been brought before the House of 
Commons as one of the charges against the IV^urquis Wellesley: 
— Th^ fiQces^j of the measure had<» howerer^ lonjo; since been 
ajfgarent to erjery officer of the Bengal army, and it wa9 
strongly recommended by some of their number in 1793- 
YThfen the very plan which he adopted was distinctly pointed 
OAt, in a work, J)y one of their number, written upon the 
spot, where it is mentioned as an arrangement in the futurie 
SOternmeiftt o£ India, of mojBe real importance than the con* 
^ueit of many proTinces, Vide Vol. II. 
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without the risk' of bloodshed and resistance, a 
sure involving such weighty responsibility was 
rally avoided, on the principle, that if the 
princes were the sole authors of their subjects i 
theirs alone was the guilt. A better plea, in defe 
of the, India Company, may be found in ^e 
number of its civil servants, which, in the early 
of its power, debarred it from immediately assi 
the government of its conquered provinces, Itts 
ficers were not only few, but possessed of little, 
in finance and political econoniy : a servant, toK 
expert in their factory, might prove inadequ 
qualified to act as an ambassador, a judge, or ■ 
nor of a province. 

A benevolent regard for the vanquished pri 
and sympathy with their feelings, seem on some 
casions to have prevented our commanders ivomj^, 
gorously requiring a diminution of the native' i 
It belonged to their humanity, they supposed, to al- 
leviate, as far as possible, the pain of falling grandeur, 
believing with the fatlier of the British drama, tbat 
*' soul and body rend not more at partii^ tbiua 
^^ greatness going off;" they consoled these priae^ 
for .the loss of real power, by permitting them to 
appear among their former subjects, attended with ^ 
the whole of its outward splendor. The sembi 
of a native army kept on foot, in countries actually 
subdued, it was also imagined, would serve to screm 
from European nations, the real extent of Britieli 
power in India. The policy of thus concealing, fifom 
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l^ jealcHis scrutiny of rival powers, the exact limits 
bf our authCHrity,' had, perhfl-pe, a strong iBfluence in 
ftew&aiing its open exercise, opd in perpetuating the 
bviU of aiiarchy. From these prudential considera*- 
'tions, not so dishonourable in themselves, as hurtful 
fc their consequences, the native armies have re- 
ifMiined pn the establishment of their respecjtive chiefs 
tin tjifty were no longer formidable but to the de- 
|felfi^e/5i^ husbandmen : and posterity will regret, that 
[<fep ayippathy so hoi^ourably exercised to the van- 
[QW^bed princes, had not t>eep ^extended to their sub* 
^JBCto; a^d that those liberal pensions which were 

)Nl9wed <m the fallen sovereigns, were unaccom^* 
{ piiped with oiieasures of iperpy, for the prptecdi^ 

Wd jrejjief Qf t3^ body of th? people. 

To diwemble the reial extent of tJ>e British power 
-«d ternaries in India, seems now to be equally 
^m affl4 unnecessary ; and, in future, to decline e^^.- 
wising the prerogatives belonging to it, ought to be 
deemed pusillanirjoous. The British empire, in tact, 
J^^w occupies the station and rank of the Mogul 
pria?es : To her it belongs to restore to Jndia, even 
^WTft than ks former degree of order and prosperity, 
•>^ause she enjoys a greater reputation for humanity 
^ aad rectitude of principles ; while ail her neighbours 
^Asia regard her as possessed of a far more irre^ 
*»|iWe wthoriity : It \^ her province to stand forth 
13 the guardian of tlie peace and tranquillity of Hin- 
^Iwtw; it is Mr^ *lso, to ch^cjc injustice ai^d mjjl- 

VOL. II L N 
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versation in the subordinate states ; and above alf, . 
it seems to be her duty to urge a diminution of their 
ferocious and irregular armies, with a degree of ear- 
nestness proportioned to the importance of the ob- 
ject 

The climate of India is equally favourable with 
that of China ; its soil is still more fertile : with the 
advantage of a mo re re gular government, and a more 
steady p rote ction, it may, in a very limited time, 
equal that country both in wealth and population. 
Shall it be deemed either romantic, or over-sanguine, 
to hope for improvements in our Eastern Empire, 
which have already been actually attained in its veiy 
neighbourhood, by a people possessing feir inferior 
advantages? The British government in India, with 
all the imperfection that may have crept into its ad- 
ministration, in so distant a region, is still far prefer- 
able to that of China. What a magnificent spectacle 
M ill Great Britain at that period afford ! A small 
island, possessed of foreign subjects equal in number 
to those of the most populous empire on the globe, 
and carrying on with energy and spirit tiie improve- 
ment of a people already the most wealthy and en- 
lightened in the annals of mankind. 



"to' 



Should this happy result ever flow from out con- 
nection Mith India, it will, in all probability, be thef 
fruit of this very measure ; a judicious reduction of 
t:»3 irregular troops and overgrown military esta- 



Digitized 



by Google 



ly t)tAN ittCREAtlONS. Iflj 

blishment of that peninsula- A matter of such im- 
portance, and unquestionable expediency seemed to 
require the length of detail given to it in this Essay, 
where it is held up as the initiatory step to every fu- 
ture improvement, and the sine qua non of the pros- 
perity of India* 
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SECTION yilL 



OF THE MEANS OF PREVENTING SCARCITY IK 
HINDOSTAN. 

If the above proposed method of establishing tran- 
quillity and foil protection among our Indian subjects 
prove in any degree successfol, it ^vill afford many 
facilities of providing a more ample and reguliar sup- 
ply of subsistence to the natives : It will invigorate 
their agriculture, and give new springs of activity to 
manufacturing industry. 

Next to the frequency of war, famine is the most 
common and destructive calamity of Asia. Former- 
ly, the population of whole provinces has been almost 
totally extirpated, and though in later times it has 
been less severe, two years have hardly elapsed since 
it was pretty widely spread on the Malabar coast, 
and was there attended by iiiany of its concomitant 
horror3. 
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From the contamierf vicissittfdfte kt the govent- 
ment, already noficed, d4 well as the? if regular poKc6 
of the coimtry, it must be evident, thgrf war anrf the 
Want of protection have been powerful! causes of the 
frequent recurrence of this cvif, in almost every 
province of India. The subtest view of the rdrd 
economy of tiiat peopfe, 'wiU be sufficiejit to dertion- 
stfate that their agrictiltiire remains in a very imper*- 
^ct, or rather in a barbarous it&te. Vartbtrs Causes 
Save, no doubt, co-^^ated with the instability of 
government, itt detaining tftfe in^nfetis natives in sa 
great ignorance of this prhrrary art of life. Among 
these ^^'& m^ perhaps, bcf afife)w6rf to plaicfe' their 
genial climate and fertfli^ i*6ff. It is necessity, riot 
plenty, who ha^ always been the parent of invention. 
Hence, i* is in those regfon^ fiiat are comparatively 
barren, and where the inhafbitants are Compelled to 
wring by industry and skill, from niggard nature, 
that plenty which she does not easily bestow, that 
we are to look for the most perfect cultivation of the 
soil. Notwithstanding all that ha? been said of Chi- 
na, Great Britain seeitts to surpass ev^ty Country iri 
the world, in the perfection of her rural economy. 
This mighty advantage, she, perhaps, in sortie inea- 
Store owes to a. sky by no Aieans propitious, arid to a 
soil far from being oifginaliy proKftc. 

■ i 

* In India, we shall look in vain for those multiplied 
incitements to exertion, and encouragements to in- 
genuity, which here arise from* a thousand sources ; 

N 8 
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but principally from a consumption almost always 
greater th^ the supply ; frpm the encouragements 
of government, its parental solicitude, djid its steady 
protection. Whatever circumgtaRces we select in 
reviewing the husbandry of tl^e East, we almost uni- 
formly find them adverse and depressing* ** Tb? 
" depressed condition of the peasantry, who, by the 
" impolitic aiTang<5ttient of Qa$t^y ^re herded %^ 

, " gether in the lowest class but one *;" the w^t,.|f 
capital; the deductions made in kind, by tlie gov^rfF 
ment and zemindars, whicb being undefined, are alrj 
most arbitrary ; the inactive character of the race ^| 

/ the simple nianner in which they subsist ; the prMlrf 

^ tion of animal fopd enjoined by their superstitiw; 

- the want offences and roads ; all these circumstai>'' 
ces, added to the unsettled state of the country, hatf 
operated as bars to the progress of agriculture in 
Hindostan. 

He who would restore the agriculture of India, 
may feel at first np small difficulty, amid so many 
defects, where to begin to attempt their removal; 
many springs of its improvement, he will feel it ne- 
cessary, not so n>uch to strengthen and invigorate as 
tx) create. In a sketch of tliis kind, where prth 
lixity must be avoided, it becomes necessary to 3^^ 
lect only a few of the most prominent and conspi^ 



* Vldp Mitcfidl'd Essay, p9ge HO, 
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cucHis pbstades to the husbandry of India, the re- 
moval of whi?h may be recommended as the objscts 
(rf.foture^egulation. 

The, firs(;, and perhaps the greatest bar to spirited 
agriculture ia the East, arises from the want of secure 
leases, qonyeying a full and specific interest in the 
possession of the lands, and for a period of suffi- 
cient duration to indemnify the necessary expendi- 
tures of the improver. 

During the best times of the old government, the 
■ x»kuv€ and variety oi tenures, between the zemindar 
lu^ the ryuts, were complex and intricate, almost 
bjBjond belief In many instances, the rent was 
payable in kind; in others, it was exacted in mone^: 
In some cases, it was paid according to a certain ad- 
measurement of the land ; but oftener, by dividing 
the crop between the parties in various proportions. 
The practical result of this intricacy of tenure has 
been, that hardly a single lease has proved eitlier 
specific or secure. " In India, the land-rents con- 
" stitute, infa(:t, the revenue of the state; of con- 
". sequence, the management of the finances, has 
" there a more intimate connection with agriculture 
*' than any other branch of the administration '^." 
The tenant who had nothing to .protect him against 



♦ Vide Vol. II. 
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a whole df my sent to ctrffect the revftrttie, Biit fi»6 
obscure clauses of an intricate lease, was perfec&y 
defenceless, and often plundered. Tathis preca^iou* 
situation, we must add the very limited time of Im 



interest itt the soil, which did not admit of any ex* 
jiensive operation for its improvement ; since t^tth^ ^ 
bursement must alx-ays bfe the work of that tftlifr^ 
which the lease itse?l 'precluded. No system cail^' 
perhaps, be devised more hostile to all improvem^alt ' 
than that which is now under review; it will sirtft"^ 
ciently account for the wretched state of Indian hulk "' 
bandry, among such as know that this system ^Wp* 
universal in that country ; to others, the detail of *|H 
may appear of little use, but to demonstrate that'lH> * 
spirited husbandry can ever exist in such cifaAfr- 
stance^. 

After the period of the British conquest of Bei!^ 
and Bahar, the management of the revenue was 1^ 
for a considerable time in the hands of the natives ; 
and it was tlien that the multitude of evils from sracfc 
leases were first brought to the view of Euroi)eafl8 
in their ftiU enormity. A congress of all the farmers 
in these provinces was held annually in the ca^feil, 
for the purpose of adjusting the Bundebest, or yem^ 
ly settlement of rents and leases. The farms wfere 
exposed to public auction, and let to tlie highest o^ 
ferer : and this competition, which appeared at first 
sight so favourable to the interest of the treasury, 
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jht rtrined the fermcrt, and in them the r^MHtrcesrbf 
lie stat^. 

Jn this early stftge of the British power In the tart, 
sperieaice bad rK>f yet taught them how to check the 
rmlversations of* the native offitrferi of revenue. The 
lumble condition of our officers had not yet allufed 
nen of f^k and education 16 ^^^^e remote fegrons. 
Neither liie integrity ififor humanity of those obscure 
settlers, were sufficient to resist that bribery and 
corruption which the natives had been acdttstomed 
to practice; and on some occasidns thfese jiritteJplei 
were not sufficiently strong to restrain them front 
c'riitity. It is* certain, that the native fermers often 
feigned inability to pay their arf eai*s : and it is knowup 
als6, that on such occasions, the application of^ thd' 
lash'^^as the mOst frequent, and often the only re- 
medy. If siich was the tyranny exefcised towatdsT 
the greatef zemindars, ahd such the fraud by which 
they endeavoured to counteract it, the conditibn o( 
the poor peiisants, their dependents, must have been 
stift more helpless and distressing, 

Variousschemes for the redress of these enormi- 
ties were devised and put in practice ; none, how- 
ever, were found of adequate effect, till the adoption 
of what has been termed the mokurrery * system, 
er permanent settlement of the lands upon the nan 

* From a Persian phrase importing eertaittty. ' 
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ti^e zemindars, by an act of the British Goveni 
ment This spirited nieasure seems to strike at tk 
root of the evil, and to meet the whole of the cas( 
T^ India Company cannot, perhaps^ too speech 
^low up their own sample in thepfavjpc^of Bei 
^^1 and Bahar, by granting perman^t settlements 
their lands upon all tlje zemindars and faraipl 
throughout tlie whole of their territories in Indk^ 
It is not now a matter of doubtful advantage^ of 
hazardous experiment : After the experience of 1 
jrpars, for which period the trial was made, it 
been followed with very beneficial effects; it 
^dded considerably to the wealth and security of. 
^ricultural branches of the community. One 
portant fact seems to be established by the testimoiq 
pf almost every eye witness, that the subjects of Jb 
Britisl^ Government are now become the most cgpi 
fortable^apd easy in their condition of ^any porttOf 
of th^ people in Hindostan. Notwithstanding tbi 
declamations of the discontented apd factious in Rii 
tain,, this government has eflfected %iore for &^ 
people, during the short period of its sway, thm 
been attained By all the rest of the native powers, 
since tlie downfal of the Imperial power. Much, 
however, it must be acknowledged, yet remains 
to be accompli3hed : The career of improvemeflt 

* It appears from the speech of Lord Castlereagh, on open- 
ing the India Budget in 1803, that the extension of the per- 
manent settlement to some districts on the Malabar coast h^s 
actually commenced, and with a rery promising effects 
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\ happily commenced ; yet many future opera* 
^03 must still be. undertaken, and prosecuted with 
Badiness, before our agricultural •subjects in the 
ist can arrive at that respectability, wealth and 
omfort, of which their condition is capable, and 
diich, ^3 British subjects, they ^re entitled tg claim ■ 
pd^iyoy, . 

This leads us to notice another impediment in 
he- way of the Hindoo peasantry, which prevents 
feat class of pj^ple from pursuing a spirited and ef- 
isifiixt system of husbandry : I allude to their w an^ 
g| capital, pjr ipor^- correctly* speaking, their ab- 
spiute poverty. 

In Hindostan the ^eat body of the people are li- 
ving, and perhaps have long lived, in a state of much 
depression and actual penury, This is invariably the 
first impression, which forces itself upon the mind of 
every European, when he personally beholds their 
coi^dition. , However much that protection and or- 
der, which has resulted fron) European intercourse^ 
may have benefited some districts, there is still much 
room for adding to their comfort in all parts of the 
country. In the great articles of food, cloathing, 
and lodging, their situation is far inferior to tbat of 
any nation in the western world, not excepting the 
poorest in Europe. 

I The peculiar manners and religious maxims, of 
koth classes of the native inhabitants, have been held 
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Up as obstactesi and are supposed to preclade i 
from many of the comforts of life : This is no 
true, to a certain extent ; but much more has 
allowed to this consideration than its just 
Their buildings are slight, paltry, and iii§u£&cieii[<^ 
a degree which oo allowance for manners 
Kate. A Hindoo in easy circumstances, it is 
accommodates himself only with a hut; this, 
ever, is clean, neat, and conmiodious. Tlie, 
bulk of that people, in the mean time, creep 
wretched hovels, incapable alike of shelter or'j 
tection, and of materials so conten^ptible as 
hardly fit for fael : This in their present circi 
ces, they must do ; not from custom Or pteji 
but from poverty*. 

The same thing is observable in the dfess 
natives : The climate does not require the fbSdt i 
substantial cloathing of Europeans ; but among SJiS- 
viduals, whose circumstances admit Of choice, <teife 
is seen some variety, with much cleanliness anrf de-^ 
gance of decoration. When this is contrasted il^ 
the filth, the rags, or rather nakedness of ninety i^Ji 
hundred of the people, it ought to be ascribed, Krf 
to the simpiitity of Hindoo manners, but to tiie ^- 
tremity of theif poverty, if it may not be term^iuc- 
tual want. v • ^ * 



* Vide Remarks on the Agriculture and Commerce of Beo* 
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With regard to their fpod, says the writer from 

Ixoin this statemeat is given, " flesh is excljuded 

from the diet of the greater number ; to ail, the 

use of fermented liquor is forbidden by the impe- 

* rioMS dictates -of their superstitjoa; yet these cir- 
^ cumsta^cies will not account for the far greater part 

^ eating the millets, pulses, ai>d other bad^ain in- ' 
' 9tead of >^^hite corn : nor will the circumataiice* 
^ either of manners, or religious prejudice, account 

* for the ^mjEtll portion of salt. Spices, and gh^\ 
^ used at the generality of meals, since those of the 

* mulent are so fully supplied with these ingre- 
« ajeiita." 

|t xxjiust, therefore, be concluded, that the Indians 
^e poOT ; thiat tbpy are themselv^ conscious of tliis 
poyfcrty ; and that they wpuld wiJlingly improve their 
eondition, although jthey are incapable pf jth^ same 
persevering industry^ jand still more, oi thaf energy 
of i^xertiipp which characterises European^. 

A poverty so yiJWrs4 ancl so depressing as to 
exclude, frpm f be great body of society, the comfort 
of decent cloathing, nourishing food, and convenient 
lod^ng, must be pecuUftrly hpstilie to their imprpve- 
mpnl;, ^d partipulafly tp the expensive oper^ons of 
hpsbapdry. Apfiorjdipgly, draining, in^^losing, water- 
it^ wd mw^ring the ppi]^ are undertai^ings but very 

* A kind of butter from the Bufalo^ u^ed at meals^ and ia 
Mcri$ce by the patives. 
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insufficiently executed, in every part of India« 
many parts they are almost entirely neglected ; 
all the more valuable crops, which require a rich i 
ture and expensive preparation, seldom make 
considerable portion of the agricultural pi 
Wheat, sugar, opium, indigo and tobacco, zre 
the most valuable crops to be met with in lodm j 
they are found there in much less abundance," 
the number of cultivators, and the aptitude W' 
3oil, if aided by capital, might easily produce. 

To this feeble and penurious huslmndry, we 
ascribe also the general scantiness of such crc 
are actually cultivated : for it is generally 
that the whole cultivated acres in India producS^ 
more than one half of the average return reaped 1 
a more spirited culture in Britain. ^ The c<i 
routine of ploughing and sowing, and that ta^l 
wretchedly perfonned, is almost all that you I^J 
ever behold on the farm of a native. On it'^i^j 
efforts are seen in grubbing up tiie constandhjr • 
croaching thicket, and seldom is even a faUmx>\ 
ployed to invigorate and cleanse an exhausted \i^SP 

On these accounts, there is seldom or rarely to b« 
found in India, even in yeans of plenty, any sur|^ ^ 
produce, or excess of supply, beyond the usual dem- 
sumpt of the inhabitants; nothing, therefore, can be ' 
laid up to guard against the scarcity of an unfavour- 
able season. Hence the Hindoos have become, more 
frequently than any other people, the victims of hiw- 
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'^ ' ough possessed of a 
le upon the earth, fa- 
is the most afflicting 
the indolence of men, 
ad in their land. Mr 

lately in the service 
n their extensive do- 
fflicting of the many 
ne towns, during his 

a third, or even an 
That after it had be- 
he terrified populace 
rom the concourse of 
in the same calamity. 
ten wandering in the 

put for relieti or at 
stress aimilar to their 
them from receiving, 
d the death, perhaps, 
; having experienced 
their relief, becomes 
anity, and thus aven- 
:)lding the miseries of 
of compassion. The 
ive'd of all humanit}% 
Ddies of the dead, and 

employed in robbery, 
• indifference to their 



al register. 

Digitized by V^O'OQIC 



SOS IVDIAK 

Even Bengal itself, 
yinces of L^ijia, has, ii 
rienced the same calami 
quent recurrence of tb< 
year, and the foresight < 
times, shortened the di 
vented it from reaching' 

Thus it muat appear, 
has contributed its shai 
and to perpetuate barb; 
Amidst the horrors of d 
men are found to lose i 
lence, and are graduall} 
butes of human nature 
the Hindoos must be 
supply of their wants : 
must be excited : The ( 
obtained, must be caref 
made against the too fr< 
quillity, and against tfa 
unfavourable seasons. 

The circumstances oi 
peculiarly to invite thes 
dom si$ hundred miles ii 
is composed of one vaf 
fertile soil in the world 

* Colonel Dow's 
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^ble rivers, and inhabited by fifteert millions of peo*- 
^le, it is capable of yielding provisions for double the 
dumber of inhabitants, as appears from the nume- 
rous wastes and desarts which it contains : this pro- 
Ivince seems, therefore, marked out by the hand of 
[iKdtiire herself, as the most favourable region on earth 
i^fiwr the purposes o£ agriculture. Security of proper- 
Ity, well defined and permanent leases, with all those 
rawU^ied encouragements to hu^ndry which the 
British Government unquestionably affords, must ne- 
^OBSsarily, in that country, invigorate the powers of 
^itevators, and increase the necessaries of life, as 
1l*fl as raw materiate, from which manufactures are 
^applied. 

Were, then, the surplus produce of the first plen- 
^iil year received from the tenant, as a part of his 
rent, and stored up in public granaries, till future 
exigencies required its expenditure, famine might not 
only be banished from Bengal, but a subsidiary fund 
might probably be provided for the rest of the Bri- 
tish. dominions in Asia, and a relief- found out for 
those unofiending nations against tbe^ most afliicting 
of all the evils which it has been their destiny to 
suffer. The miseries^arising from famine are not pe* 
culiar to India ; they were fonjierly often and most 
severely felt in Europe, and they seem to be the pe- 
c\iliar and distinguishing malady of all uncivilized and 
semibarbarous nations. It must be deeply regretted, 
that hitherto no general system has been adopted, to 
guard against this most fatal scourge of India. The 
' VOL, lu. o 
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natural generosity of Britons has, however, been §^ 
quently illustrated, on particular occasbns, by^ 
munificent e£forts of Government and individua^^ii 
alleviating local and partial distresses. 

A strong proof of this fact is exhibited ift 
the first addresses of Sir James Mcintosh to.i 
Grand Jury of Bombay : the followibg views 
he presents on ^is subject, are at once enlargdi^ 
luminous ; and as they seem to point out some fbr 
medy for this evil, are worthy of his vigorous XtOm^ 
standing and benevolent heart. " What the C9rik$ 
are, which in all ages seem to have rendered Umf$\ 
so frequent and so severe in India, is a qoestioMf 
great curiosity, and indeed of great practical im]^ 
tance, but not very fit to be examined in this p^NJK, 
and to which I have not yet the means of givnig' k 
satisfactory answer. One general observatioi^ liir- 
ever, I will venture to make. The same unfortultfte 
state of things existed among our ancestors to Eu- 
rope four or five centuries ago. The same uali- 
vourable seasons which now only produce s^anSt]^ 
then almost uniformly produced famine. Various 
causes have, no doubt, contributed to the great and 
happy change which has since taken place ; all of 
them connected with the progress Europeans have 
made in the arts, ilistitutions, and manners of f&A- 
lized life : But the principal cause is, beyond iffl 
doubt, commerce; for only one, of two expedients 
against dearth, can be imagined ; either we must ooBr* 
&ume less food, or we must procure more. In gen^ 
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tal bcsth must be combmed ; we must have necourse 
both tp retreachthedt aad importation. 

^^ Both tiiese purpose are eifectcd by comriierce* 

The faodi^ trkde in gneun reduces consumption ; and 

Jj^s it does by that very* operation of ^nb^ndng itft 

JKijce^ whieh excites so much clamour luiiong lite 

.«ifa^ of all makB ; and the foreign trade in griMii 

uiaKeis the produce of one country ^pply the Wants 

ttt another. Thus fertiine.is banished from t^hat may 

lie properly called tibe commerdal tro^ Id. 



1 1 . 



So powerful and so beneficial af c ttie energies of 
tttttt g'cat civilizing jMrinciple ^ commerce, when 
CjCjLMiteracted, as it i3 everywhere, by the stupid pre^ 
jijdices of the people, and by the absurd and mis* 
dA^vous interference of government, it has yet ac- 
^wiplished so great a revolution in the condition erf 
^ large a portion of mankind, as totally to exempt 
Asm from the dread of the greatest calamity which 
ittcted their aacestors. Whether commerce would 
e&ct so great a change in India, I shaH not utider- 
td^ to defe^mihe. Perhaps there are physical dif* 
Acuities wtoch are insuperable, and others which 
arise from the conditi(Mi of the people, a«id ther ha- 
bits, which it would beextremely drfiicult to conquer. 
1^^ certairiy must diminish or retard such a bfeneiii 
fici^ change. But te return from these genera- 
jSfies, on which I shorfd not, perhaps, have dwelt so 
Iwig. 

o 2 
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" You are well acquaini 
failure of the periodical ra 
more compleat failure in 1 
in the adjoining provinces ( 
territories of the Peishwah, 
to describe, and which I 
represent to the European 
zard of being charged witl 
ble fiction. Sorae of you 
of you have heard accoun 
• observers. I have only se 
before it, and have obtaine( 
Bat even I have seen enoi 
it is difficult tp overcharge 
lation. 

" I shall now state to y 
ments, what has been dor 
from the miserable condi 
country. From the 1st of 
present time, there have be( 
by government, four hundi 
bags of rice; and there rem; 
ty thousand contracted for, 
forming an aggregate of ne 
bags, and amounting in val 
or c£.60,000 sterling. . Di 
have fceen imported by oui 
*of rice, making in all an i 
bags, and amounting in 
ting. 
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^^ The effects of this importation on our own ter- 
ritories, it is not very difficult to estimate. The po- 
pulation of the islands of Bombay, Salsette, and Ca- 
ranja, and of the city of Surat, I designedly under- 
rate^at 400)000. I am entitled to presume, that, 
fcad they continued sulyect to native governments, 
tiiey would have shared tiie fate of the neighbouring 
j»t)vinces, which are still so subject; I shall not be 
ftrspected of any tendency to^yards exaggeration, by 
any person who is acquainted with the state of the 
(^posite continent, when I say, that in such a case an 
^ghth of that population must have perished. Fifty 
tihHDusand fainhaii beingis have, therefore, been saved 
from death in its most miserable form, by the exist- 
ence of a British government in this island. I con- 
ceive myself entitled to take credit for the benefits of 
the whole of the importation; for that which was im- 
fkMrted by private merchants, as well as for that which 
was imported directly by the govemment ; because, 
without the protection and security enjoyed under a 
■British' government, tliat comifaercial capital and cre- 
dit would not have existed, by m hich the private im- 
portation was effected, 

^' The next particular which I have to state, relates 
to those unhappy refugees who have found tlieir way 
.isdo bur territories. From the month of Mdrch to 
the prcusent* time, such of them as could labour, hav6 
b»n employed in useful works, and have been fed 
1)y ^Jtemment. The monthly average of these per- 
sons since March, is 6125 in Bombay ; 3 J62 in Sal- 
o 3 ' 
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sette, and in Surat a eonside 
tb^t city I have seen no exa< 

" Many of these miserabk 
rival here, wholly unable to 
any, even the most modera 
(x\ the road before tbf y cs 
agents of our charity. The 
QlH being carried im the pia^ 
ceive relief. To obviate, or 
djreadAil evils, a biuaane bo 
government for the relief < 
were imable to labour. « The 
who have bieen received aizu 
lOSCX, in Sdsette, ab^ut V 
SpO ia Surat 

" I myself visited this hosj 
excellent friend Dr Scott, ar 
which thjB impression will m 
mind. The average mont;^ 
blishment is dreadful; it an 
this would seem to argue somp mon^trou^ dejfe^lt 
30 new an establishment, hastily p 
unexampled sai evil ; ^o$e who ^ 
orn^e due allowance for human, i 
aiore to lament than to blame in s 
tirhen ijl;, i& copsidered that almost a 
cm' in the first four or fiv^ days aft 
that scarcely any disease ha^ bec^ 
*^ pati^8^ but tJ^. direct,effi?€t of; ^iue,, \«e sBaia 
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pAoftMifa^ tieur tlie iMMSlity ad » proof of the deplo- 
rable sMf0 oiiht pfltiei^ Wftortlmti of any dcfecte 
of the hospital; and instead of making the hospital 

we 9bal) deem it entitled 
y Sittgh& individufld. 

ill oeed no assurances thai 
irvatk»e from a motive so 
* that of paying court to 
^Uit^ by ftEt other m&- 
riedge of sufcjecta so im^. 
deli^ prMGM^gail^. I be- 

o& ^r& were boimd to 
>tfwe tfff aodience whonv 
aew the fircte of what fllcy 
for ittj^oving the eondi^ 
;ys sfegte, and apparently 

better the sittiation of all 
my if any BWtish gorera- 

in similar calamitous cir- 

important and sacred du- 
ild be recorded for their 
i^roach and disgrace. 

" Upon the whole, I am sure, I considerably under- 
stalie ifee fact, in saying, that the British government 
^Mi& island^ has saved the lives of one hundred thou- 
sand pigrsons: ; and, what is more important, that it 
hatlUP^ented the greater part of the misery through 
lliudl.tkey- must have passed before they found re- 

• 0,4 . 
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fiige in death ; besides the misery of all -those who 
loved then); or who depended upon their care. 

" The existence, therefore, of a British government 
in Bombay in 1804, has beep a blessing to ]£i sub- 
jects. Would to God, thcjt every govemmoit in the 
world could, with truth, make a similar declaratioD ! 
Many of you have been, and many will be entrusted 
with authority over multitudes of your fellow crea- 
tures. Your means of doing good will not, indeed, 
be so great as those of which I have now described 
the employment and the effects : But they.will be 
considerable. Let me hope, that every one. of ya| 
will be ambitious to have it to say to your own XObt 
science, * I have done something to better the comiir 
tion of the people intrusted to my care/ I take the 
liberty to assure you, that you will not fipd such re*- 
flections among the least agreeable or valuable part 
of that store which you lay up for your 
years." . 






.*■/ 
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" s*, 



WW^ SUBSIDIARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COM- 
Fp^T or THE NATIVES OF INPJA. 



i^icATBVEji measures might best cherish mord 
mui benevolent principles among the agents of our 
gov^nunent in India, will be found of all expedients 
tiie most effectual for securing the comfort and wel- 
fare of the inhabitants. Such measures are perhaps 
not susceptible of an exact enumeration, or of defi- 
mte regulations ; their nature, however, cannot be 
misimderstobd, while their importance nnist be felt 
iHiivafliDy. 

Thar operation will commence, whenever men of 
strict integrity and of acknowledged benevolence are 
selected for appointments in the service of the India 
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Company; whenever the 
shall be promptly foUowec 
ment, and when the merits 
are adequately rewarded. 

In a remote country, m 
situations, regulations Cam 
exigencies of each case ; 
exist, the care and present 
er is wanting to enfocee 
circumstances, integrity of 
of heart, forms the only 
can give energy and effect 
power of these principlei 
law ; their force more bin 
of the statute-book. 

An European no soone 
infeffior his deptrlmeciit i 
ha is inyfesbeA by the mOxs 
0f mora) c&sc^Iine mid an 
kind of magiBtmte, thejsc 
toi km the^ dpptttl lor tl 
diifi€renct9, and! te hini^ i 
near kwk foe piotednbn. They are 1^6 
tto^ tha senee^ of obtigation, aipd ave stroa^ i 
by benefits. What but a strong love of 
qualify a man for such a situation ? what but tb0 Itf!^ 
moel disifif@resledn@s6 can make* him ckHyMP tfone 
humMe^ gifts and gFatfoMe^whiieb ilti^«iem00$ltH$i 
0( his tsffmev rwlk^ h»ve laa^ tito' tn^em t0 lAr? 
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HafeOMmtSt 0£ tutfoiu^ kiw? How fr^^ftga^y haw ito 
I il» enwtm^dto cWd m* coMlRayi ^ 

MkHriot HHijagrit]^ m ihe^ cboieo wA ^ppomtmenfi 
llhlMr $6rvai»^, the}/} mU so^n diiecma ^idesittd 
jMd ^ tbek own^^ enefftipM^ mA for ^9 stifiH 
the ii^QiijW^Fe^le wa^ ^ thieifr3u)^<eets. Socb 

ar^ G9^^a^ ^ i$ufpartiog <j»e Bnlidl^ ebarsM?^ 

pm^mks ancl boRoi^r ^ill b^^ i^ oc> dm|^ of baiog 
IffliriieA Sii^l^m€^^nQti:ep(H.ttohM^bla3eljh 
iblrif^^ €^ tb(^ii Ii»d|iBm ilQpam)€»t9^ with sulloia^ ior 
By i ^]^ii ( ,a »; tb^y wiU mt, ^nd^ tb/w prrejiidice^ bjj ^ 
Pllmil^ or vM^atipji of thiBii^ in6titii^ii&; oor^tt 
|}gB||^ any case subj^Qt thoir n^ta^ th^ ymp^xX^ 
Vg^l^ff^^pmv^ t(h t^ 4ei^i;u€UMe iafluj^e^o^ a stem 
iumI c^f^ipiis tyrwryy^ ]^t>«itb9tajidiAg^tbmr steiot 
adherence to certain frivolous usages, and their fasti- 
ikom f^givd^ifoi^ Wftrn^ mei.t% mA drmks» the Hin- 
doo ^iwfa^r in <rv«^ gr/^at aad ^ssesoial. partacular, 
rpynttetts'^ait of oth^r x&m : Of; all^ the food ^^5 
Qti|r i»Bew^Q>. that foQm which, th^ <teriv€ the ttuej&t 
iK^i3A)|aMM9dv and^ for^ which they have the sw^etesi: 
«iilM(^ifii^e *' MilkQfhu«9ftnfeind»^&s.'' 
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The education of the 
the Indian service, and t 
in the first place, to be 
sound, moral, and religi< 
dual who c£UTies to the I 
character of unblemisht 
will be found possessed o 
value to himself, as well 
if he had either the el 
science of Newtan. It 
that it is for business, ar 
terature, that nine out 
description visit the easti 
for conducting its varic 
ought to be the leading ( 
such as seek for appointn 
part of the Honourable^ 
selves, are either emplo;; 
judicial, or military dep 
The designation of writ 
may have formerly been 
ries, is certainly no Idnge 
vants, as administrators c 

In order to qualify tl 
these important stations, 
of the principles of juri? 
hommedan and Hindoo 1 
requisite, than an acquair 
thematics, or the Sanscr 
These last, however, were the grand objects 'STS^- 
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I in the expensive College of Fort- William. — 
ay of the junior servants who were compelled to 
pi there, had already made proficiency in dl the 
iiphes of a regular education at the British Uni- 
Viies. It may readily be conceived with what re- 
taice tti^ consented to throw away the most im- 
l^t years of their life, in acquiring a few firivo- 
£ and unimportant branches of learning, under the 
Amoi Professors much less accomplished than 
[selves. Yet the loss of time, valuable as it is; 
^^ Mrhaps, to be less dreaded than the eminent 
M^i^ a crowd of idle young men, of contract- 
of dissipation and vice. The career of 
ic jgll^ duty can never be so auspiciously begun, 
that diffidence and anxiety regarding them- 
f!^ yhich the youth naturally feel, when they first 
^TUBMi a situation entirely new ; and when their 
" "" and virtue are yet unimpaired by the fasci- 
Lurements of Oriental indulgence. 



\^^^ the head of supplying a regular fimd of 
[PJi^nce, and of administring to the comfort of 
he iiih^itants of India, we must advert to the ne- 
^ssity of securing an adequate price for their com- 
modities. Industry among them can only be stimu- 
late^ 1^ conferring on kbour a prompt and just re- 
Pftt, ;\Commodities can never be manufactured in 
|«>p6rtion either to the skill or the number of hands, 
fW^ejs.they ave submitted to a fair competition of 
%||ardtiasers ; and not estimated by the contracted 
^ad Selfish views of monopolists. 
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Has aspect of the st 

brafced Dr Adun Sunt 

tmde tBL8 a oaoioii ^ €» 

1»liticd writisr, rniot i 

poured out iadisciimHit 

liolies; Mfkhocit advertu 

io *tct, does not enjo; 

conMMToe, neither in a 

fe a public body into ^ 

may enter, by purchasin 

viduals are also legally i 

tjftbek* tonnage, to knp 

lioof : and in the l&M p* 

ttmt ^wticles of catnwierci 

ttfi charter do not extend 

That able statesman \ 
iioas for this trade, had 1 
of speculative writeiB on 
monopolizing jealousy o 
Happily, he too seems b 
who could qualify and mc 
the dictates of experienc 

middle course.; tbey were accommodated to the neir| 
exigencies of an increasing trade ; they soften^ die 
restrictions of monopoly; ^ile they avoidda ttio« 
mischiefs that tooofen are the result of irtdigwted 
^cttlation. Fostered alike by the results" tit 0t 
Hghtened theory, and the dictates of matiOT«( 
rience, our Indian commerce has increased^ 1" 
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Israncw^ and, it may be hoped, will ndt sooa be 
pinisfaed. 

That these assertions are not gmtuitous, aor even 

i^ily be shewn from the pre^ 
between Asia and Europe, 
n the time of Alexander or 
manifestly surpasses the ex^ 
' carried in the most pros- 
gul empire. When Pliny 
ry and extravagance of the 
ing the gems and perfiHnes 
ex|)etiditure in these articles 
h part of the sum- paid by 
ce goods alone. With the 
present amounts to several 
ions of antiquity were sir 
i. The luxuries which are 
among the various nations 
were in their days confined 
le mcwre wealthy citizens of 
ding centuries, which have 
irtant changes into the wes- 
tern hemisphere, have been most peculiarly distin- 
guished by the rapid advancement of commeixial 
inowte^e ; the sciences, during this period have pro- 
ceeded. lajHdly from their infancy to youtli and man- 
hood ; among these, navigation and commerce have 
taken the lead ; while the indolent Asiatics, by con^ 
tiJ^nting their elegant iftanufactures, have accelerate 
ecf'&ii. progress, eveji in defiance pf their own pre*- 



Digitized 



by Google 



2S4 INDIAN 

vailing habits, and the 
toms. 

3. The provision o 
the numerous populat 
require further, that J 
should direct the nati 
both of husbandry and 
known in Europe, hav 
Asia, If we advert to 
the British empire has 
world, much of what 
found to have been all 
extensive benefits, ho\^ 
be conferred, by pursu 
The culture of the pc 
the East, has already 
siderable success, in n 
vinces. 

This vegetable, wlii< 
beneficial to the poor, i 
contains nine-tenths of 

in India to a sufficient extent, would alone eradkate 
famine from every comer of the la 
this root hath been planted, though 
circumstances than those of Indij 
permanent benefit to the lower 
them almost beyond the reach of fj 
flowing of the Ganges, and other 
lutely necessary to the growth of rice over a vast ex- 
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I tent of countty. Xhis contingent, upon which the 
food of so many milhons depends, is at Once irregular 
and uncertain. The culture of potatoes would re- 
move the danger of this uncertainty ; since a dry sea- 
son, so hurtful to the rice crops, is the most fa- 
vouraWe to this vegetable, which nature seems to 
I have pointed out, with her own hand, to be the pro- 
' per substitute for thatvStaple article of omental diet. * 

Although the use of potatoes, as food, violates no 
prejudice of the natives of India, it would, perhaps, 
be too sanguine to expect, that their very limited ca- 
frifcil and industry, will turn this article to so miiCh 
-acfedtmt, hi feeding hogs, poultry, and cattle, as is 
done in Britain and Ireland; but if, either by ex- 
ample, or the force of encouragement, the use of this 
food shall ever become as universal among the Hin- 
doos, as it is in these parts of the united kingdom, 
the Europeans of the present times, will have the/ 
satisfaction of making some attonement for the mis- 
chiefs committed by their ancestoi'S, during the two 
jit^ceding centuries, in x^merica. 

4. The^ culture of sugar, and of indigo, though 
practised among the Hindoos from time immemorial^ 
has never till lately been conducted with any degree 
of'spirit or success. The culture of the latter plant, 
itfparticular, had long been disused, and had been 
almost forgotten, though its botanic, as well a$ com- 
mon appellation, clearly enough indicates that Hin- 

VOL. III. P 
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dost^n was the original plac 
pidly, however, had its cult 
the last twenty years, by a 
ppans, that in 1796 it cons 
valuable exports from India; 
to nearly four millions of 
still to increase, and to enric 
native and European. 

The extension of the suga 
sure still more practicable 
that of indigo. There are f 
pany's extensive dominions, ' 
tracts of so^ suited to this 
known from experience, tha 
new braiich of agriculture 
iBLatt^r of gr^t difficulty, ye 
always occur, since there ar< 
which the culture of the su^ 
tised from time immemorial, 
a|id improvement of this vaU 
dry, may easily be carried to 
the Peddapore districts, aloi 
seram, there is alreafdy, under culture for supil^^ 
less than 7Q0 vissum^, or 1,400 acres, o|!^lattdiJttji 
this quantity mig^t be increased to whatav^ 
a growing demand for this commodity ixuigh| Jl^ 
If we may judge from the statements o£,^,<i 



iK 



* Indigofera Tinctoria ; Vide Syst. Jf at. h^n. 
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forrf' and Dr ifloxburgh * th^ produce of this Indian 
district is fai* more atbundant than thit of J^amaica 
itself: theire the aVAragfe produce of an acre of carie 
is stated to rise from fourteen to twenty cwt. where- 
as,' in Peddapftre, accord hlg to 0r Roxburgh, the 
pfoducC hds been no l^sst ban five thousand weighty 
6i^ mor6 than double 

'the extent of sug^f-latnds iA the Peddapore di- 
i^ct, bfeats, hbwever, only a small proportion to 
dtose vast trstcts iri Bfengal, Bahar, arid Oude, where 
i''spacc6 fat greyer tKafa all the West India isles, 
might soon be brourgHt under' this' crbp, which is per- 
haps the richest of all the products of agricultural 
l^iibbcir, arid^n' India (^diistitutes unqueistioriably the 
C%ef ^oetevre of Htildod husbandry. 

Tfie rfe^sfe of a stigar cirbp, without employing if 
fi^ tli^ ptji^6se of dfi^iitatiofi, affords a wholesome 
strpply'of food, to both se*^varits add' labouring cattle; 
arid' iri' thi^ applifeatlori i^ productive of more reat 
Beii^fiti thacri if converted' into ardent spirits. It 
nieed' riot, hovi^feVer, be' aipprehehded, that" the ex- 
tkisibfi of tiie sugar Clitture will, in India, give any 
ifew bias to' the mbfals Of the people ; for iri almost 
evety pfiCrt of^ that widfe counfr}^ the natives arie al- 
rfekdy biit too M^ett acquainted with the process of 
ifeMng arra;ck and rani ; arid* it is well ascertained^ 



* Vide Asiatic Atitiuir Register, and Beckford's;. Jamaica. 
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that they were acquainted with all the eflfects of 
these liquors on the human constitution, before they 
had received any instruction from Europeans. 

At a period, then, like the present, when the pro- 
duce of India has become more than ever an object 
of importance, in consequence of the unsettled state 
of some of the best of the sugar islands in the West 
Indies, every enquiry which may tend to open new 
sources, from whence that wholesome commodity 
may be procured at the cheapest rate, is of nationijl 
consequence, as well as of immediate benefit to the 
agriculture of our Indian subjects. 

5. The manufacture of leather, and of the vandife 
articles which are fabricated from that substance, 4s 
saddles, harness, shoes, and other commodities, ootf- 
stitutes another branch of industry, for whiditfec 
Hindoos are likely to be indebted to their European 
instructors. About two millions of cows and bofidOB 
are supposed to die annually from age, in the pro- 
yinces of Bengal and Bahar *. The hides of these 
animals have hitherfb been turned to very litde ac- 
count, though mrge and valuable. This hfi& been 
occasioned by the religious prejudices of the Hindoo, 
which not only forbid him to kill the cow, but pre- 
vent him almost entirely from deriving any 'lw§fe 
from its skin, either as an article of commeftS^^ 
as a material of many useful manufactures. HD the 

* Vide Colebroo^'s Remarks. 
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countenance of European settlers in some degree re- 
lieved the depressed condition of the CfmwarSy (lea- 
ther workers) they were the most despised class of 
the whole community, and not allowed even to con- 
vetse with any of the casts. The intercourse of Eu- 
ropeans, from which they are not debarred by preju- 
tfices of that nature, has tended muclp to improve 
their skill in tanning and manufacturing leather; 
and the demand for many articles of their trade, 
^ afforded some a more comfortable subsistence, 
i» frell as a more respectable station in society. 

6* But by far the most conspicuous proof of the 
b$iQfp "to be derived by the native Indians, from 
ISnftopean science and skill, is displayed by the pre- 
si^. state pf ship-building, and the introduction of 
BjgKkl:arcliitecture into India. Prior to the period 
ia^ix^idb the European settlements were made ins 
..tjie skill of the natives was barely competent 
i construction of donieSy burrs, budgerrowSj and 
tJlftTarious but wretched craft which has continued 
to ply upQn the Ganges, for mike than tu o thousand 
years. Their skill in sh;p-building has, howevei:, so 
rapidly improved during the short period of European 
intercourse, that they have for several years been 
d^ftWe 9f constructing some of the largest and most 
^mbla Bierchantmen that have ever yet appeared 
upOTJftie ocean. 




Ships of war are also built for the protection of 
commerce, of sufficient size and force for every pur- 
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pose ; and of such amazing durability, th^t ^oxf^ ai§ 
still employed against the eneiqy, ^fter a previpi{|| 
service i)f thirty years. What some tjme pa^t wo$])|4 
have been regarded as th^ vain boast of the mqf(^ 
romantic spirit of innovation, is no\ ^bU§^ 

ed by experience ; ^d the Ifjndo erly iift- 

knou n as a naval power, have l^ ;4> ^y f 

few years patient instruction by supi I, tp ^^ 

considerably to the strength of tb< poMcerifiil 

navy in the world, 

The means of equipping a strong maritime iw^ 
a matter of such essential i 
cial country, mu9t ip futi^r^ 
our Indian resources, as w 
tually built there. Those n 
have lately been found qii 
hemp, may hereafter rendei 
comparatively an easy t^§ 
were it even necessary, whi 

the various products actui^Uy raised in Jlndia, or whidi 
might be raised there^ to augment the industry of it? 
own inhabitants, and increase th^^ means of ^leir 
subsistence, as well as to enlarge the resource^ of 
Great Britain. 

From Hurdwar to Cape Comorin, this n^tiopi i^w 
possesses actual dominion, or powerful influ^i^; 
and this vast tract of country, which contains almort 
every variety of soil and climate, will pp9bably be 
found capable of producing every article which has 
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hitherto beten deemed peculiar to China or America, 
It must be regarded as k wide and untried teld, 
flow stobtftitted to experiments, Which the tooin- 
dblent natives ^€te iticapable of inaking ; it may al- 
so be found West mth many valuable resources, of 
itMch, from theii- unambitio\is afid listless nature, 
Aey would pfobably never have availed themselves. 
Many of thdf defects, such as their ignorance of 
tthfuiltuMe affkirs, tod their watot rf enterprise, Great 
hritAiti, more than any nation upon earth, is qualified 
to SGpply, That they have fallen under the guidance 
tod itis^ufetten of a! great atid enlightened nation, 
fe, paSiaps, oM of those destinations of Providence, 
tSf ^♦hkAi ite we aref iitcapaWe of foreseeing the con- 
M^peweeS, #e ttrdst remaiti unable folly to appreciate 
theWi^^dom. iilflit)tigfef ^e canridf decide on this re- 
ftKn<e0 of our subject Without presu&ptiori, we may 
sifll retakf thi# satisfactory CondusTon, till experience 
GQ^tsimSiHt the inft^ente, that as India contains plants 
wni im^^s similar to tho&6' bf other countries ih the 
saitie letfitudesr, she mtisft dsd possess exei^ requisite 
for simfiar productSotis, to e^iet^dise &e industry of 
tiJ€f manufecturer, arid to t€^&M with subsistence 
e^ry class of Iter feibburers- 

Great Brifctin has for rtiaiiy cetttfuries availed her- 
self <rf h*!^ sftuatidn, natturally favourable to com- 
'mmWi Thfe p^ 6f her economy she has fostered 
by every measure which the wisdom of her legisla- 
ture couM deviise ; and ft has at length been carried 
to aii extent hitherto unequalled in the annafs of our 
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race. The cultivation oC her vast Indian territories^ 
it may be presumed, will not he always left to the 
feeble exertions of the illiterate peasants of Hindos* 
tan, at least without the help of her instriK^tiQU. 

It has been reserved for our own ttmes^ to Tvitoess 
the establishment of a board of competent officers^ to = 
direct the exertions of a great nation^ in the im|MX^ve- 
ment of its soil, and to assist its husbandman in tfae 
most important of all arts — that of providing food 
The eyes of Europe have been turned to this instittt<^ i 
tion, the firsts it is believed, that has ever been made^ 
on a great scale, in favour of a|pculture. Bfi^ill 
India, it may be hoped, will not be j^^i^osied too re- 
mote to interest its attention. Its improvement im^ 
indeed be regarded as an arduous task ; yet an eflfort 
more difficult has been successful, and in dfcum- 
stances not dissimilar. History attests, that Britain 
when first invaded by the Romans*, only {Htxhiced 
small quantities of com on her coasts. Even so late 
as the reign of Severus, tillage was altogether un- 
known, in those parts which lay between his wall and 
that of Antoninus. Britain, however, though a distant, 
and at that period a semibarbarous province, un- 
der the dominion of that enterprising and great 
people, soon became, in feet, the granary <rf the 
western empire : it exported immense quantities of 
corn for the subsistence of the legions in Germany* 

* Vide Caesar^s Commentaries. 
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aid Gaul*. Yet surdy, India, under all its disad- 
untages, is a more promising subject to afford such 
L supply, than Great Britain in the days of Julius 
[]!aesar, or even under the reign of the Emperor Se- 
rerus. What Rome actually accomplished in &vour 
)f(me *of her distant dependencies, who will assert 
he impossibility of Great Britain effecting for hers ? 
Hier Jiieans are more various, while her subjects are 
lot less tractable ; and however romantic such spe- 
mlations of improvement may seem, it cannot be fcNr- 
gotten that five years have yet scarcely elapsed, since 
•'re received fi-om India considerable supplies of rice, 
b aitoviate the distress of Britain. 



*,Vide Agricnlturd Report for Westmortlaodl. 
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SECTION X. 



* 

SOME EXAMPLES OF THE GREAT DEFECTS IK ILffli 
MORAL AND RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF TH^ OtO&i'' 
TAL». ; 



The salutary influence of sound moral and reli- 
gious principles on the happiness of individmls, an4 
on the general prosperity of large communities, has 
seldom been questioned even by scepticism itself. 
Some have ventured so far, as to -assert that the 
maintenance of virtue among the magistrates and 
subjects, of a state, is the only thing worth pursuing 
after, in the arrangement of its government : that, its. 
forms are indifferent, thoijbrm bemg always 
able, which is most virtuously administered. 

Without discussing the truth of this assertion, jfliis 
may sufely be admitted, that to confer upon its in- 
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|^i|a^ d^ pwer code of aipnl ^ifi^fmm, UPd % 
Ipj^e ra^Qnpl sy^texi) of religicms feitb, womW bi$ tm- 
pdng to ^riti^h In4i9^ a very iq^poit^t j^ervice : ito 
ire^^nt cffcuipst^ces aonfi4ere(J, this feepefit would 
ppear one of the most import^at which ilft rulers 
ould besfow. The Christian religion, although it 
^ QPt ^ ^ny country l)een stqa4ily Q^greed to in 
^ whol^ of its original spirit, fmd tp the foU extent 
i its sfJutfUy ipji^ncticws ; and aHhougb it his per- 
^% \mm 3tiU leas perfiwAly understood, regarding 
\ 83 a 3ysitw of doct^ripe, it lias neverthcikaa exalted 
^0^ nations who hav^ professed it, to a higher rank 
1^ fLi^y other scheme of $^ith proposed to human 
lldie^ 1% may, thetefoiie, be deemed a wise and 
tu^ppjr dispensation of the Ruler of nations, that he 
bas permitted &o larg« a portion of Asia tq fall under 
^ dwwiop of Christian S|tates ; and that the know- 
ledgc^ at teast, of a sounder system ol duty shmiW 
Ikis bf^^l^ou^t nearer th^ in^M^^^ate reach of th^ir 

|ii f f f I m^^M ^ ■■III » 

It n^ii^t also, however, be regeirded as a |6rtKmat^ 
destipation for the inhabitants of HindostaOi that they 
did not fall under the dominion of Europeans at 
in earlier period, before the uifluence of knowledge 
|D((j phjlpsopby had dispelled the glQon?^y bigo^y of 
the: i^^tem world, and vendered it lesa incapali4e of 
&)daeafance to opposite opimons. Had tjie Hindoos 
ken conquered at an earlier period, by only a few 
centuries, the obstinacy of their own faith, and the 
intoleif^t spirit of the tin>es^ waujd> in all probability, 
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have subjected them to th 
exercised against the nati^ 
before, or to the still moi 
tlie Indians themselves hi 
Mahomedan conquerors. 

The moderation of the 
room for the apprehensioi 
lence or cruelty will be \ 
versiou of our heatlien su 
or western hemisphere : t 
an opposite kind, since m 
tremes ; the danger appei 
a total indifference to the 
people. To animate the 
a degree of zeal necessa 
tary system of its own be 
by a full persuasion of t 
Brahminical superstition, 
knowledge, and its injury 
of some to every mode of 
it difficult to convince the: 
of the evils resulting fron 
superstition* though no 

* It is curious to observe ] 
the dislike of some old settler 
the system of their forefathers. 

doo iDstitutioDs, with an afifectation of impai^]ity.;.'<^|^P|^M 
the meantime, the latter system is extolled in its greaifli^pue. 
tilities and follies: its grossest fables are always asserted to 
convey some hitlden, but sound lessons of' wisdom. They iu- 
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unined Indian manners, can possibly doubt of this 
t in his own mind. 

On this point there can be, among impartial ob- 
rvets, but one sentiment ; they must be very gene- 
ly convinced, that though the conquests made by 
iropeans are gradually operating as a remedy a- 
inst mwy of the cruelties and exactions of a bar- 
rous government in these countries, yet that there 
another class of evils, hardly less numerous, ftow- 
g from fanaticism and superstition among the peo- 
e, for which there has not yet been found any alle- 
iRticm, much less any adequate cure. 

1.' The very structure and arrangement of society 
self, 1$ in India formed by the religious system, 
iiich there interferes with every temporal as well as 
piritiml concern of its professors. It thus lays, in 
& very foundation, the grand obstacle to every im- 
rovemlpMt of the condition of the people. It has 
iivided the whole commimity into £:>ur great classes, 

eigh i^ainet the schisms, disputes, and differences of the west, 
u world, ascribing them solely to their religious dogmata. 
'hey palliate the most fanatical and most painful of the Hin- 
od rites, and nerer fail in discovering some salutary influence 
fhich they shed upon society. Wrapt up in derout adroira- 
ioQ4f tlie beauty and subliniily of the bedahs, they affect to 
ri^Oj^^n their supposed superiority over the simplicity of 
bl-fiMkew and Greek Scriptures. This affectation is the 
lora iicticulou9^i>ecause it is indulged by those who pretend 
grfiat^laste, and profound knowledge of Sanscreet learn. 
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mA ata^oDldd eadk dim bewem tmsSn W^ 
separation, which are impassabte by the purest^ 
tue, or by the most conspicuous merit ; and wl 
the IMidoD'm idBtiost everj^ thi^g ds^ has stihi 
ter the wfll <)f his donqu^r^rs^ hefe dotif^ fte fai£^ 
invincftte ; no diitoge of his? poBScal cottdWcfa;**! 
rigcmr <^ perstoastott, has? bettfr aWe to forte fiiiir j 
swerve firotn the iastituticHiS' of his' cast '^ 

" He, thcn^** s^ a Md writisr^, ^ who fe f8# 
Bake enough. to be born a Brahnain, being^ placed^ 
fak birtti ia thc^ possessioil of ail that he can des 
finds no necessity for exerfitig the fectdlifes either' <i 
his mind or body; it is even unneedful that he shovl 
protect his raiifc fit>m the envy or attacks of hfe vm 
riors : that rank is guarded by the rfdinftanflne n^^ 
of superstitious veneratioA, which; lk)m' th6' e^&ii^ 
age^ it has been thought equally impious and xx&iki 
to assail. Those of the Khatty, Byse, atid' S6(^f 
classes, are equally placed, by tfie saiAe iisip^nm 
sanction, between two limits; beyond the one ij^ 
dare not advance, below the other they dread ni^l 
fedl : thus hop^ aiid fear, the two great stiihulaJQts c 
human exertion, are entirely taken away. Such 9 
rfligious obligation is, perhaps, cdeulated ta preserve 
internal peace ; but while it thus assisft the fir^t stem 
towards civilisadoii^ it' so debases the miiid,' attil^liitil 
it to so languid a repose, that all the hi^e^'jg^l 
proaches are entirely precluded." ^ ! 

* Vide Cockbajrn's Essay. 
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^ t^ c^M^ Mvky Qmh&»sk>a had so eaiiy stoffiod la 
|l^ aji^ wl^ tbQ <j^ig^*^iil alb^wiOQ^ poo^ 

BS^i^liy 1^ Qlki^c Q^Q^. are oat fwod wwng die 

p^ fp^m ^ emrlju^ ^» to^ tbe prM^ tioatav It 
^ b^i^i^m, £if Q»M^J? to ^i^certaiatilift wide doi }imB€h 
i vp&yii&m» of smh a ^^tem^ oe tbe eamfnmmA 
fi|Hrovi9e9^^ Qf 3Qcidt^, ^8» to discGMT aoy ai^ 
l^ftjlii w ^li^em^mm byMthkb tiais wmesse cdosn 
&^ Q§ em^^^^Hk^Vk mstgr either be weajkeaed or overn 

2« The number of enthusiasts and vagrants^ cioik 
lescriptions, who pervade the whole of the peninsula 
»i reMg^na pieteoccifli, ia ao grc^lv ^ noiody (o 
Dhe^ the c^i^alian^ of rural iadjaatrr^ but ht^}Wx^ 
\o uiibmge the poKce, and disturb the ' gammmssA 
imdev the moat power&il ssveretgnB. Tamniier.h6a> 
estimaifid-tbe mimbev oS iktom wEndenng deTetoea^ ats 
an hun(^d and tea thoosand; hat firom^ thq inoatr 
authentic accouots^ as^ well a^ the obsewiAiiMi ^ tbe^ 
moslaccumte o^ our couatrpymen^ . hb statement ia 
probably below tbeir actual amount; Mr Richan^I 
soa^ aul^F ol the* Pepsiaa and Arabic DictbAary^' 
has characterized these vagranlB^ under the ai tick> 
Eakear^ in the fbllomng manuer: '^ In this singulai;' 
dnjB^o^mei^ wh©^ in KKndostan di^pise everj sort ^'' 
cbtfil^Q^ there are a number of entbu^iasl^y but a &r 
greater proportion of knaves ; every vagabond wha 
has an aversion to labour, being received into a fra- 
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ternity which is regulated by laws ofV secret aaci oi 
couHiKm nature. The Hindoos view them wkh 
wood^rfol respect, not only on account of their aaiM 
tified reputation, but from a substantial dread <rf tfad 
pow^. The Fakeer* pilgrimages often consi^ 4 
many thousands of naked saints, who exact, whereva 
they pass^ a general tribute; while their character | 
too 3acred for the dvil power to take copRzance 4 
their conduct Every invention' of perverted 'mgBi 
miity is exhausted by them in distortii^ and definp^ 
ing nature : some, of the most elevated entfan^aaqj 
strike off even their own heads, on great soteoni^ 
ties, as a sacrifice to the Ganges, which they ww'^ 
ship.** ^: 

During the reign of Aurungzebe, while thfltftto* 
narch was marching into the Deccan, his baggage 
was attacked and plundered by a tribe of tho^. ban- 
ditti, almost within view of the whole arriiy. In the 
time also of this most powerful of all the Mog^Bn* 
perors, these Fakeers, instigated by Bistemia^ mifOM 
woman of great wealth, raised a formidable rebeljigp. 
This woman was followed after,, chiefly on accoiiHk of 
her high reputation in the arts of magic and sorcery: 
her enchanted pot was the skull of an enemy, in whkh 
(mis, batSy snakes^ and human flesh formed a hroth 
for her frantic followers*. These fanatics, ta the 
number of twenty thousand, were led on by Bisitraiif 
and were opposed by a favourite general of the JBi»- 
peror, who was instructed to resist her with hejr. own 

* Vide Vol. IL 
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msagpots^ mnd was thefefore ^mished with spells^ 
"formed by>the bands of Aun^ngzebe bimself. Thi^ 
^orttfi^, in this instanoe, was successful ; for a battle 
fiensued, ki wfaieh Bisteniia and her whole army were 
rot dff, 

JS^en in our own'timeB, 'and wtthhtifihe firitii^ ter- 
ritories these irregbfcuities stiUT>revail ; .and several 
^CfOJoAs^of the ^ame description have lately be^i dis- 
ipORsed :by our troops. During the ce^mted march 
of General Goddart across the peninsula, several 
thousands of Fakeers, whom he calls Pandurams, 
lodmlfed ^aad dpove away>his ^baggage-cattle ; these^ 
chDwever, ihetsoouirecov^sd, iby attaddng and pm^ 
'mmgtbe) robbers in ^his ^tuni, of whom aome wert 
'diSliSi : >tnro thousand mom hovered on bis rear, till 
&tbe «3tperie»^ of their toethren^ taught them to keep 
1H; ^tBiore> respectful distanoe. 

^o^&rte^of ^e Britidh power or polu^ have hi- 
^^dieMo^provided^ an adequate remedy for the mischiefs 
alisingfrom this spirit of ifoiiatictsm; which, by ab- 
stiwting so many bands? from useful labour, and by 
oommilti]^ so mmiy depredations upon property, 
C0i^iies to operate veiy sensibly agjainst the im- 
' prove^^nest and jMrosperity of India. , That rwaaedy 
4q^ftied % Aurungzebe, and «ome <>f the emperors 
lio^te fakn, is not only^ ^carious and uncertain, but 
r^l^ttOBt ^^ikely ever to be adopted by the present 
^igovamaentof the cowtry. It was his policy, as 
wellias^lliat of Ac^bai: and Jehanguire, to asawne^uni 

VOL. III. Q 
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high txKie of fanaticism^ and to assert such 
pretensions to sanctity, as mi^t either foil these re- 
ligionists, in a contest with their own \«^apODs, or 
, attract the veneration of their ignoraot subjects. It 
was for thb strange purpose, that the great. Acbar, 
the Augustus of tiie Ea^t, pretended to the gift of 
ins{»ration, and the power of working nuracles. 
Surely, a iar more dignified and rational measure 
would have been, to endeavour, by diffusing know- 
ledge, to dispel this dreadful gloom of fanaticism from 
the minds of his people.. 

There are other parts (rf the Brahmimcal supersti- 
tion, which are not merely hurtful to the police of 
the country, but incompatible with the exercise of 
the judicial power. Persecutions for witchcraft, sor- 
cery and necromancy, which in forpier times dk- 
graced the criminal codes of several European na- 
tions, remain in full force in the East; and there cer- 
tainly cannot be given a more infellible iiidia^n of 
barbarous jurisprudence, nor can there perhaps, exist 
any institutioii more hostile to reason and. the prin- 
ciples of justice. The cruel trial by ordeal is of the 
same nature; and the continuance of it in Indk^ 
aUiong many other circumstances, displays a striking 
example of that barbarism which is still p^petuated 
in the country by the grossness of its supers^itian. 
The minuteness of description employed in defining 
the different modes of tliis trial, at once proves the 
universality and frequency of the practice^ nor can 
vfe console ourselves on the prospect of it^ disuse ; 
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since the present Governor-General has been obliged 
to interfere, in order to stop its frequency within the 
jurisdiction of the British courts of justice. 

But the juridical power has often been disturbed 
in the British provinces, by the religious guides of the 
people themselves ; famed as they have always been 
for hiimanity' and submissive conduct. The inviola- 
bility of a Brahmin is a fixed principle of the Hm- 
doo system, apparently the corner stone of that im- 
mense fabric. To deprive a Brahmin, therefore, of 
life, either by direct violence, or by causing his death 
in any mode, is a crime which admits of no expia- 
tion. Here, then, is a maxim which places at once 

^; a whole class of society, in some measure beyond the 

' Y^gyfeh of justice. 

The practical influence of this maxim reaches 
gi'eatly beyond this class ; the institution of dlierna, 
i^ich is tantamount to a caption, or arrest^ is found- 
^ upon it. This expedient is used by the Brah- 
* mins to gain a point in litigation, which they cannot 
<51lherwise accomplish. The person who adopts this 
mode of prosecution, proceeds to the door of the de- 
fendant, land there sits down in d'herna, with poison, 
a dagger, or some other instrument of suicide, and 
^^HT^ttens bis own destruction, if his adversary shall 
■^'ittempt to escape, from his house. By the rigour of 
' imtctieal discipline, the Brahmin fasts during this 
: process; and imperious superstition requires that 
" the creditor shall fast also, and thus they both re- 

Q 2 
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main till the ihstitutor of the d'herna' obtains rati sll* 
tisfaction. 

The Brahmin who makes this suit^ seldom at- 
tempts it without a resolution to persevei^e, and hence 
he rarely fails; since the fjarty arrested, wel-e he to 
sui9fer him to perish with fatiiirie, wbuld inCiif ii*gu3f 
never to be expiated either by himself ^r his-|)dstilBii-' 
ty. 

This pfactiit^e, \vhich is very general beyoffd^tfic 
British provinces, is said to have becoifte tessi&e- 
quent in Benares, mid other places within the'^^iiis- 
diction of 6ur courts. The iirterfefehce of tiie jildpi 
and of the resilient' of tiiat ptovince, has, hOWSWIS 
on some occasions, been insufficient tO check^:% 
doing thil, it has generally been deemed prudent to 
avoid cdercidn, lest tiie appieatlince of force'fi^ht 
drive the claintant to suicide*, the disct^t 6f 
such an Sict "^vottld tiot attach mferfely to the offifcl^^V 
justice, but to goVertiment itself. 

AHhoiigh it is not to be inferred, frcrni what is' fctetc 
said, that this practifce is universal, or evten gttiertil, 
in ttidia, yetmany instances are known to occur un- 
der the native governments; and even in Calcutta 
itself the Brahmins are seen still to obtain i!H^ 
from the Hindoos by placing themselves before'1!!^ 
h6use, with a deilat^tion to remain there tM 1B*^ 

* Tide Asiatic Raeearches. Lord Teignmoutli. 
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de^fiSMld is granted. Whether frpip i;€M^r§nc? fi?r 
their prd^r, or from the smpllwss of] the i^aqui^itions 
made, it is observed, that; such soligitatiQns ^Q aJ- 
mp^ upiyersctUy; sucq^ssfijl. 

$. Anpthcr iwpde of dcjfeatipg the w<Jls o( jusljc^ 
cqu^U^singular aad cruel, is the er^tion of ^hat i$. 
xM^rogfl a KoQf'. This appellation is given to a, circu- 
lar pfl^ oC wood, prepared for qon^p^rajipi?. Vpon 
thi? pile is, pl^-c^d, soraetimi^s a cow, sometiiiies api 
agsd WQB^V), whp. is inte^ndqd, to be con^jmxi^. 

. IhQ objiWt pf tbi> ^^cl;ipe is: |p intimi^ifttatfig of 
fieidrs of government from making their demands of 
fonfej tfid the sacrifice is supposed to involve .in great 
ab) the person whose conduct forces the constructor 
of ft Koor to have recourse to this expedient In 
17^^, three Brahmins in Benares erected a Koor, 
*to compel the revenue officers to make a diminution 
of tiieir assessment They had placed on the pile, a 
wojnan blind from age, who must have been de- 
stroyed but for the timely interference of authority. 

These cruel practices have generally been commit- 
ted by the JBrahmins themselves, who should nOt only 
be best acquainted with the tenets of Hindoo faith, 
j^ ttlso most strongly influenced by its practical pre- 
*$epts. The last mentioned fact seems peculiarly re- 
pugnant to that mildness of disposition by which the 
author of the Historical Disquisition concerning an- 
tient India affirms the inhabitaiits of it to have been 
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distinguished in every age. As a general position, 
liable to particular exceptions, we are not authorised 
to contravert it ; but on all hands it must be admit- 
ted, that individuals in India are irritated, by petty 
offences, to the perpetration of certain acts which no 
provocation can justify. Many examples might be 
produced of Brahmins killing their children, their pa- 
rents, and even themselves, prompted by fanaticism, 
by pride, by vindictive malice, and violence of tem- 
per. If such be the conduct of the spiritual guides 
of the Hindoos, the common people may easily be 
conceived liable to less restraint, and therefore capa- 
ble of committing still more extravagant enormities. 
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SECTION XL 



CERTAIN CRUEL AND IM^ORAI. CUSTOMS TOJLE- 
RATED BY THE HINDCM) RELIGION. 



That the practice of infanticide should ever become 
so general as to be rpiked among the customs ^and 
usi^es of any race of men, requires the most un- 
exceptionable testimony to gain belief*; yet this 
melancholy fact, as fer a regards femfle infants, is 
ftUy established, by immemorial usage, among the 



* The practice 19 known, however, to exist in seyetal parts 
of China, and to prevail to a melancholy extent in Otaheite : 
in the place last named, this cruel custom, united with the un. 
natural practices of the Arreoys (nobles), has rapidly dimi- 
' ibhed the population of that island, since it was first discover*.^ 
•d by Earopeaas. 
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RajekoomerSy who inhabit the district of Juanpor^ 
adjoining tiie territories of Oude, and within the £^ ^ 
tish provinces* 

Among this tribe of the Hindoos, it was discover- 
ed in 1789, by the R^idetit of Benares, that a ens- =* 
torn had long subsisted, and was then general, <lf = ^ 
putting to death their female offspring, by causi^' 
their motiiers to starve them. The Resident had Hi *' 
opportunity of authenticating the existence of this 
custom by tteir own confession *; he conversed wiA *' 
many, who all unequivocally admitted the reality rf" 
the custom, but all did not acknowledge its atroi^ity j ] 
on the contrary, ^y alleged as a reason for it,4Aie 
ex^ce md d^ul^ of prciciifkg susteble «ipiriMl> 
for their dau^ters^ sltoutd they allow tliem toi^ll^ 
at maturity. *i?: 

^ It naturaUy Ai^gests itself as a cpiestlon^ regaii^ 
ing this race of people,"* si^s tte nobleman who IpOi.^ 
recordfMi iim fact, ^^ by what laeans is kperpetii^lpb 
under tile exisl^sce of such a horrkl practice? % 
this question^ t^ reply uniformly made is, tintftl 
custom, tiiougb gener^, is not luii versa!, some ekf 
cepjtiQtis being admitted among the mo|]e wealthy; 
but that the tribe is perpetuated chiefly by intermar- 
riages Willi otW Rajepoot femfiSes, to whieh the fti# 
jekoomers are compelled by necessity. * "* 



* Asiatic Researches ; a paper by Lord Teigiim<Hiib. 
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1^ mod to the fed^pg^ ctf aalMOiL afiectioi^ thft^ Bok 
fri^ goveraixientt has tried, to abolish, and with* ooiwu 
Ktendble sacsess; The mean^ chiefly lesorted^ to^ 

Ike deDunciataon . o£ a. sev^w penalty^ agaiwt it; 

to the weight of civil a^thoril^ it added tb^ 
of that rehgioaidDacti ike Bajekoomars tbenaK 
(wofessed Where these motivea Med^ th^ 
preyiifed i^n them to enter into> an engagemenlt 
biTMlii^ themselves to desist ia future {torn thq has^ 
barow proi^ee of causing their female chaldron to> b» 
pu|tx>di»tdL The same praotice lMMnglD)eei>£3uiKt 
pieialei^ hut in a less degree^ among the Rajehooses^ 
a small tribe wkhiathe pi-oidnce o£ fienares, a jiaular. 
metbodtfl^ pursued^ to make tern sensible of Jta 
ink}ttitj»i and ao obh^^ exacted ftoii»them, 

eontaimag similar provisions with that entepo^l into 
by the Rajdcooinwrs^* " 

* The deed presented to these savage tribes for their suIk 
idAptton^ stated, that ^^ Whereas the destruction of female 
^ d^MreB is held a great ciime in the Brahma Bywana Ptforan^ 
^' nKere it it. said that killiiig &9&k a f^tos, is ascriniiaai m 
^kjDii^ ^ Bsrahwiii; and wherqas the British gpn^mmevt^ 
^' whose subjects we are, has an utter detestation of such Diur« 
^^ derous practices, We do hereby agree not to commit any 
^' longer such detestable acts : and^any among us, (which God 
'^ forbid) who shall bei hereafler guilty, or shall not bring Up, 
^^ and gat o«r daughters married to the best oi our abilitji^ 
'^mrnong ^ose of our «ast^ shall be expelled from oar tiibe^ 
'^ and shoB neither eat nor keep society with us, besides 8u#» 
^^fering hereafter, the punishment denounced in the aboye 
" Shasier and Pooraru we have therefore entered into this 
" agreement,'' &c* ^ 
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- The boasted humanity <^ the Hindoo s^em to ^ 
sentient .beings, is but ill support^, when we com^ 
to a close examiiiation of the customs which it tde- 
rates, the precepts which it enjoins, or the actuai 
conduct of its votaries. Though it be admitted thai 
some of the above horrid custmns are a violatioafid 
their written code, yet there are other practHHl 
equally shocking, to which it affords its imnied|||ht 
sanction. Tlie public encouragement held outfjip 
aged pil^jms^who drown themselves in the Ganges 
imder the notion of acquiring religious merk, is* 
equally repugnant, with the practice already m)ticid, 
to reason and humanity'*. The recommendf^imi, 
given to a favourite wife to bum herself^ on th^sao^ 
^eral pile with the diead body of her hus]»iMt| :^ 
fords not an unfirequent spectacle of delibemte Gsuel* 
ty^ which cannot, perhaps, be equalled in tha whole 
annals of superstition f. If some of these bau^baious 
usages have, in a great measure been suppressed by 
the milder influence of a Christian govarnm^^ it 
affords a pleasixig presumption, that even the wiktest 
fwaticism may, in some instances, be modeialod; 
and that by temperate restraints, some of the 



* No less tiban four ,or five persons have been seen drown- 
ing, themselves at one time, with the view of pelf oro^g a re^ 
ligious sacrifice, of high value in their own estimation, andHiat 
«f many thousands who attend this frightful solemnity. 

+ That the merit of this sacrifice is inculcated, flicre Is full 
•vidence in Bernier'^ Travels. • 
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iiructive eitamples of barbarity may be gradually 
«ieened and'efFaced. 

TTie cruel treatment of the sick, the aged, and dy- 
e;. If not a precept, is a practical result of this de*^ 
Ift^g system, far more universal than any of those 
lieaSy mentioned : it is of a nature which the most 
iod^tate share of humanity would prpmpt any per- 
m tonise very zealous efforts to remedy. As soon 
8 any mortal symptoms are discovered in the state 
f a patient by his physician, or by his relation, he 
3,'tf in Bengal, removed from his bed, and carried 
othe brink of the Ganges, where he is laid down 
«ith his feet and legs imm^rsed in the river : there, 
jasteirf* of receiving from his friends any of the ten- 
der consolations of sympathy, to alleviate the pain of 
his deps^rting moments, his mouth, nose, and ears, ^ 
are dtadB^Bd with clay, or wet sand, while the bye-stan- K^ 
ders Ctowd close around him, and incesstotly pOur 
torr^dts of water upon his head and body. It is thus, 
amMst the convulsive struggles of suffocation, added 
to the agony of disease, that the wretched Hindoo 
bids farewell to his present existence, and finally 
closes his eyes upon the sufferings of life. 

After death, the ceremony of burning the corpse is 
tastily and partially performed by the relations ; this, 
hcR^ever, is observed by such only as are possessed 
of some wealth; among the generality, poverty debars 
the use of this decent ceremony, by its inability to 
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Bffqj^ ev«i^ the smi^L s^ 
On the defith of the pooi 
caj3es are thrown naked an 
rivcr^ w^erie they float; alQi 
devpwcd b(y.the,vidtiJi:e, < 
alliig^Qn 

:^t wa\dng t^ese pandci 
Bif^,^ perha^ ^u^s, whicl 
priniumrQ u^ttoitions, it i 
gjr4>und$, ti^% thQ geners^l 
qdf a te^idoncy, iq. rqmy 
]^ic»(anc« and en/cpiv^agi^ vu 

* I;^ tha HisjtQriciJ, Fiia^f 
Qrme has presented the ^ublii 
exposition of all those defects c 
thor, in this work, eonrejs no 
tile ladiaiB character; hni hi& 

the <?lo5p of his ioLt^e^^tip^ di^q 
geaei'al im^cession which th^ si 

** Halving bronght to a cone 
meat and. people of Hiadostaa. 
the reflectionst ifh|^ so ob^M 
Christianity Tindicates all its ( 
its rcTerence, when we l^ehold 
ed amongst the nations on wh 
as 'actions necessarj in the com 
poisonings, treachery, and ass 
ainhit|on> rapine, crnelty ^nd e: 
tice^--! le^Tfi Di?ii^s to vipdii 
tions, the cause of their religio 
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IHfelffiiSa&oii^rstthi teteOces Httle or ^hb 't)it)vfeten 
^ inaSWilition bf the gr^t bbdy of the |^ople : 
tefebeiftfetttoi^ rtiriarkaWe, wKen we ^adtert to the 
kAir^iftSi *iittiority ef Jls priesthood, tod the great 
atlif«<5ty^^d m2te 6f its is^ctfed dittoes. Their 
lahs, -|J66Mns^ anSd other betoks lidd sairtfl, con-* 
Djit^ts *!id, U' copious System df sound 'morality; 
! from the sp^amens already 'translated, tfits mnst 
partly admitted; but the truths contained in these 
WfigSiure *alftib8t' totally obscnfdd and rendered 
eteSs'by Vvttst flaixture of puerile fktionsand firivo- 
SrrfegulSti6!Ss. 'And^besfdes, the canonical books • 
the Ht6(ld6s ' haVe ah^ys been regarded to a*be- 
N^W^fe^iSfe^ to becotfttoitted^to vulgar hands: 
rtll^^r^fei^ the Cdniinunity their peru- 

i&j^^y forbidden j closely guarded in the ar- 
iiv«^cf the tewned, to the grew'body of the people 
i^imiKiin, in tiie most emphatic sense, ^^ a dead 

In'^e l^i^eseht condition of the ndtives of ' Hindo- 
^ tbisi however, is a matter 6f less consequence 
^toit'fiilst si^ it may ajSpear, Few individuals 
ittW^the comin6nalty Are taught more than to read • 

*e a^ds, ^« Itc soiis of Rberty may^rebefcold the mighty 
^ W%]iiUi th^HaV^s of a despotic ^(twer mast be subject ; 
^ 9(Wt ^daricenod 1>7 ignorance' and fear ; tlie body tortured 
^^tmoiented by punishments inflicted without justice, and 
^l&lnieasure : such a contrast to the blessings of liberty, 
^gMens at once the sense of our happiness^ and our 2eal for 
^J^J'eitrTattorof it." P. 414. 
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and to write small memorandums or accountB ^ 
of the few who have made this attainment, hd 
any have made sufiicieiit progress to qualify tiiei 
derive information from a book. We have had 
casion to notice, in a preceding part of this work^ t 
nothing can surpass the ' 
of the people, on every 
religion, morals^ or g&m 

Few of them can exp) 
tributes even of the mo 
ties : they do hot seem t 
any meaning to the cc 
the nature and obligatio 
feel in common with the 
are wholly incapable to 
much less to estimate th< 

The sciences in Indi 
are confined at present 
been confined to the gre 
system of moral and theo 
are its properties), whicl 
possessed by a few in th 
compleatly beyond the r 
as if it did not exist : o 
little service in promotin 
lating their actions. T 
discussions which in Europe sometimes produce dis 
turbance, and which always sharpen and invigorat 
the intellect, are unknov^n in the East. There ai 
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tl^^.stiUn^^ and i^i^ice reigns upon every: question 
{ this nature, more resembling intellectual de^th ^r 
piUiilation itself, than the ordinary exercise of tie 
uu^n iffiderstanding. 

I The consequences resulting from a degree of ig^ 
lOTfmce so gross and universal, are too obvious to 
■equire elucidation*. It n^ only renders the great 
nass of the people dupes to the artifices of priest- 
araft, but subjects them to the impositions^ of every 
Chai*latan who pretends to skill in any art or sconce 
whatever. Those charms, incantations, 'and exor- 
cisms, which among them, still constitute a branch 
of the medical art, clearly shew, timt the grossest 
imposidoi^ in Qther matters, as well as in religion, 
may he-practised and turned to account among an 
uninformed multitude. 

Perhaps the great superiority of the European 
nations over the Asiatic, in general knowledge, as 
well a3 arb and arms, arises in a more considerable 
degree than is commonly admitted, from the public 
, provision which exists among the former, for the in- 
struction of the great body of the peoplef. The 
multitude, who have but few sources of inforumtion, 
derive no small advantage from those stated m§et- 
ih^ for receiving religious and naoral instruetion, 

* Maoy of the oldest serTants of Europeans are unable ta 
tell their own age. 



+ Vol. T. 
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'^wteiie tteiir various dmies we iUoAMtea, mA^ 

pni«tice 6i tbein is regularty iufbr^d. ^M 

aihong Britons, 4t least, while a sedse erf" dMf 

cherished, a consciousness of his importance -» hiI 

felt by the individual, which prompts him to gm 

his dvil rank^nd pHyfleges with equal jealott^ as 

>)>ride. The Hhidoo, i^ther fe^nosuch setttiiBMl 

^M^tbeyaetMte'him bM'fe^bly. <On Uie eomruf;' 

mme 43f bis inferiority seems continually to ^iMi 

lum : >iie obeys^tibe cotnmimd of siMdier, witi 

prdftiptitude which seems rather the dictate ef*m 

^ture, thdnthe'remilt'^ Deflection. ^In mostcrf* tbos 

^maihlifactdres that ^ire conducted ^by ^Eimope^n m 

*^periM)eMkuMs,'this disposition of the natives is diS] 

' ^conspicuous. While executing 'a process whicibtiiej 

•^rid their lincjestors have managed '• for ages, ^tiiey jt 

receive the directions of the £urop)^ui^igmt, ^b i 

tiiey were dictated by inspiration ; although it Inaj 

"happen, that tj^is agent has had onfy'tlie expestHboa 

^f u^w mondis to guide him. 

The diffidence of the seapoy is particuhi^ re- 
markable; and it constiti!ites, perhaps, the greatest 
blemish in his professional character. On the day 
of batde,* while led on by his European officer,'hc is 
tb^ingdirited by steadiness tutd bravery ; imt sbotild 
heMb^dd /rm M, he flies, although in the reoea^ 
there, were greater danger than in the battle. • 

Thus has ignorance, among the great body of the 
natives qf India, deeply shaded their character witk 
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|t 4jj0^di^ce md timidity, wbicU has not ooly ren4er- 
la^.tbem tb0 shve^ of their own monarchy bu; of 
Cra^igQ^jTs in every ?^e ; and ^^s in some measure 
degracfejd th^n to &A inferior r^k amopg human 
hdngs. FroQi ^m^ dej^essed <xmdidon, wJ^ch has 
90 j^Qien ejsdted the ooi^^n^of the bra^e, and wl^ch 
!4»igbt £d^iaya^ to h^ve moved the ^oinpassion of the 
wi^e, \^e shall^ perhaps, in vain, endeavour to raise 
tki^fn, sa long as their intellects remain so compl^atly 
cbamed down by the multiplied fetters of luo illiberal 
supersniitiMu 

In.tte teean time, the morals of the inhabitants of 
h^d^f are by 00 means free from the contaminating 
in&ience of a system w:hich k productive of such 
ba&^i|l etfects upon their understanding. Of the 
cerenK^nies oC Brahrfrinism, some are shewy ; many 
are absurd ; and not a few, both indecent and im- 
«H#. Its- temples were* formerly in some districts 
richly endowe'd ; they are represented by all travel- 
lers as maintaifting a number of priests, and what 
see«» peculiar^ a number of women consecrated ta 
t)|i^ service, who are taught to sing and dance at 
pkibHc festivals in honour of the Gods. The volup- 
taDus kidolence in which they are destined to sp^nd 
Aeir lives, renders them totally useless tQ so- 
cirty ; wittle the indecency of their manners gives 
Kwm to aspect that th^ ixmy injure it by their 
example*. 
•: TOfL^ Hit .ft ' - . 

!. ' ■ .. • 

* Vide Vol. I. 
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The temples themselves, which in other countM 
excite sentiments of reverence and devotion, are ii 
India plenished with images of fecundity and of cre* 
tive power too gross for description. Similar repre- 
sentations are also displayed by those images wbidi 
at certain times are drawn through the streets amid^ 
the dancing, noise, and acclamations of the multiJ 
tude. The Ruth Jatra, or riding of the Gods, 19 a 
ceremony at once cruel and indecent. The carria- 
ges on which their deities are then placed, are of 
immense height, and supported on sixteen wheels; 
the whole drawn along by thousands of fanatics, 
some of whom fall down before these wheels, and 
being instantly crushed, are, as they believe, put in 
possession of immortal bliss. 

Though, according to the judicious Dr/Robcartson, 
it may be unjust to suppose that these representations 
convey conceptions to the minds of the Hindoos, 
equally gross and indelicate with those which they 
must impress on Europeans ; yet there hardly can 
remain a doubt that they must affect the purity of 
their iiiorals. It will not be contended that a Bo- 
man could return to mix in society with advantage 
to his delicacy and' moktds, after celebrating the 
orgies of Bacchus, or the impure ceremonies of 
the Bam Deia. Neither can it be urged that an 
Hindoo must enter his femily with any^ refined n^ 
tion of chastity or self-denial, after beholding the 
lascivious gestures of the dancing women^ and the 
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indecent images of those deities which he has been 
worshipping. 

The Mussulmans, it is allowed, are addicted to 
every species of indulgence and debauchery ; and if 
the Hindoos are hot equally so, it is chiefly to be 
ascribed to their early marriages, and to the number 
df their wives, which affords them e^ery opportunity 
of gratifying or of extinguishing their passions as 
soon as they arise. Thehr indulgence in certain gra- 
^cations to excess, has generally been assigned as 
the cause of that premature old age, and early decay, 
90 conspicuous in both sexes, but more especially 
among the females. In India a woman at twenty- 
five very frequently exhibits grey hairs, and that 
shrivelled appearance of age, which in Europe sel- 
Aim overtakes the sex till they have reached the 
course of nearly half a century. 

. " But besides these instances, in which the Hindoo 
system seems to operate directly against the morals 
of the people; it has other references which must 
prbduce indirectly the same unhappy effect. It has, 
in common mth . every false system, a tendency to 
Sfesever religion from morals ; and to substitute in 
room of the last a multitude of ceremonies, and a 
train of bodily exercises. " To break off iniquity 
^ by repentance," to correct the whole life and con- 
versation, the weakness of human nature has render- 
ed at all times a difficult task : Hence mankind are 
in general eager to adopt any easier mode that may 

r2 
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be held out to them of appeasing the deity ^ ^ 
violation of his laws. ^ 

In duch devices the Hindoos bdv^ be^b mitte la- 
borious thctn any other people. The vast period 6f 
time that has elapsed since the first origki of thea^ 
institutions, has conferred upon, the system a degfe# 
g( complexness And maturity, possessed by no othtf 
ritual. Its ceremonies and dogmas are, beyond Con^ 
parison, more numerous than thoseekhef of theGfe* 
cian or Roman paganism. The rites (£ the llindod 
are, indeed, so multitudinous, that they must ohaltenge 
his attention in almost' every aetioi^ and montieikt ef 
his life : The forefeitures incuned by their negkM*^ 
must often alarm him, whether be remain active erf 
idle, awake or asleep. If, in any tbmg, h^ is allowed 
a discretioiiary power, it would seem to be in di^ 
charging the moral duties of his station : ih etery 
subordinate function, whether he eat or drink, he 
must do all to the satisfection of his Rahwrib^ who 
exercises over him the full rigour of an unfretentBlg 
discipline. 

It would be, pertiapsi tasH, after aH, to affirm tha* 
the Hindoos are immoral and depraved^ in a degrefj 
proportioned to the melali«holy extent of their su- 
perstitious system, though their minds are strongly 
withdrawn by it, from feeling the due weight of mernfl 
obligations. Those who are concerned in the poKce, 
know well the frequency of fraud, robbery, and mur- 
der^ as. well as the great number of delinquents which 
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have^vftys reiid<9t»l Ibe priscxis more cronded.thaA 
any other haiMtatiom in India. It has not been Arom 
diem^ nor kideed from any class of men intimately 
«ci|ua}tited with their manners, that the Hindoo cha- 
nutter has received so many eacomkH»s for its kmo- 
itei^e and simpiicily. 

Hie dhrect oh^dea to im|Mrovem«ltf to be foiwd 
in the Hindoo scriptures them»elve3r aire so numerous 
and gmi^y that the vague morality contained in them> 
were it even taught to the people (wbich^ i^ is not,) 
would by no means compensate for the injury thus 
92Stained. These writing? contain aeveral ordina- 
iSbt^ peouliariy hostHe to the improven^ent of agri- 
iK^bire, and t^ increase of populatiojo, sinqe they 
*]lfJMnde the inhatritants from the me of many im- 
]iekrt»it artieles of food. Their preci^ ofren U^ench 
fieeply upon industiy itseli^ which among the body 
Abf iliey people, is the great basis o( m(x:ality9 and 
pnmary'fiu]^ of all subsistaK^. The number of 
hdidays, which they enjom to be whcdly devoted Ijo 
the performance of expensive rites and shews, mi»t 
certainly tend to dissipate the minds of an indolent 
race of men, and withdraw them from that neces- 
sary labour^ from which, in every country, ti^ people 
^rive thehr support Tliese shews wi only engro^ 
the tiudesman's time, which is his revenne, but they 
^must also waste the sustenance he may have pi^o^kl- 
ed, by the necessity which he lies under to- contri- 
bute to their expence. 

k3 
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Tlie number of hc^idays distinguished in the Hin- 
doo calendar, is reckoned, by a personal witiiess, to 
aiiy)unt to i^aiiy an hundred in each year; and 
though some of these are not of much practieal noie, 
others claim their attention fw several days toge- 
ther*. Such an heavy deduction from their seasop 
of labour, must prove a severe tax on the industiiP 
and sust^iance of ai^ people, but more especially ^ij 
on that of the Hindoo, who can seldom boast of suf- 
ficient fo*wight, to provide a supply against a few 
days, either of sickness or want of employment 

Of all the practical inconveraencies of this systeA 
which have yet been noticed, this is by far the ni6st 
universally and severely ielt by the people. Accwd- 
ingly, every thing that has been advanced in Europe 
regarding the want of industry observable in Roman 
Catholic states, may be urged with double force 
against the inhabitants of India ; for the most indo- 
lent nation that has yet been found in this quarter of 
the globe, far excels the listless votaries of Brah- 
minism in every exertion either of mind or of body. 

From the combined operation of all these causes, 
it has been the uniform persuasion of the wisest 
among the Portuguese and Dutch nations, and like- 
wise of our own, that the Hindoos can never be 
*fiiHy civilised till their religious system k changed? 



♦ Vide Vol. I. 
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T}m% if they cannot be absolutely converted from 
their faith, the rigour of their superstition must be 
CQQsiderably relaxed before any conspicuous improve- 
inent can b§ effect^, even in their political or civil 
coodition. This relaxation of* the ties (rf bigotry 
and superstition hag, in every country, been eflect- 
ed chiefly by the increase of knowledge. Great 
Britain, taught by the experience of the past, ought, 
ttierefore, to make strenuous and dircfct efforts to in- 
struct the native population within her dominions ; 
to enlarge their minds, and to refine their morals. 
Efforts of this kind, directed to the instructicMi of 
yijuth, have hitherto been few ; aad these so feebly 
coiiniMCted as to be undeserving of notice, did they 
nat experimentally prove the practicability of this im- 
portant measure, * 

From all that has yet been recorded on this sub- 
j^ and from every thing that has been establistied 
by fair experiment, this inference is unavoidable, that 
in India lao school has been altogether unprofitably 
taught, and that no missionary doctrines have ever 
been attended with any discernible advantage. 
" Their parrow (talk) is very good," said the ctiiefs 
ofOtal^ite, naeaning the discourses of the mission- 
aries ; " they give us p^ty of the woi:d of God, bat 
"few axes." In this' island, where the missionary 
labours have been so completely baffled, it would 
seem that the natives themselves are aware of the 
insufficiency of the means employed for their im- 

r4 
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provement, and fed a desire for objects suited to 
their actual wants. Even the indolent and supersti- 
tious Hindoos have been found accessible to instruc- 
tion in points having a direct reference to ttieir cam- 
fort, and tending immediately to better their ccm- 
dition. We shall therefore enquire how fer the ex- 
ertions of the missionaries have been direrted to this 
primary Qbject. 
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SECTION XII. 



' l|4.Jl.. l >A 



OF THE CONDUCT OF THE MISSIONARIES— CAUSES 
OF THEIR WANT O^ $jUCCESS. 



After havijpg npticed the multiplied errors of la- 
dian 8uperstiti9ii, and illustrated some of the many 
evils whieb result from it ; we are next to advert to 
the propriety and fitness of the means which hav^ 
hitherto been adopted to cUspel the ignorance of o^ 
Indian subjects. For^ although indifference has 
prompted some to conclude that every change is in- 
expedient ; aiad the difficulty of the enterprise has 
deterred others from attempting it, yet many, for a 
period of near two hundred years, have pursued the 
task of evan^lising India, with a considerable por- 
tion of ardour and zeal. 
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To US, were we pennitted to hazard an o]»»4i 
on this weighty subject^ the European missionasiil 
seem not only to Imve mistaken the m^ins, bat tliN 
period of life also^ in which m^i are mo^ easily iii 
fluenced in their religious and moral saitim^itifisi 
Youth is the season in which prejudices are unfiiMM 
ed, and in which the mind is most accessible ta^ilMr 
information. All men, but chiefly the illiterate, nA* 
here, during the maturity of age, to their reli^ous 
opinions with bigotted attachment. However gross 
or absurd the tenets of these heathens may appcsar- 
to us, who have been educated in a different sya^Bto^i 
yet to themselves they all appear equally sacredSmdj 
incontrovertible : Such is the powerful infloeoce of ^ 
time, authority, and example. 

The ill success, therefore, which has attended our 
missionaries, in attempting to arraign, the faith of a 
whole people as absurd, and to decry, their ceremo-- 
nies as sinful, ought not so milch to surprise us^ bb - 
the folly of such an attempt, and the permission 
given to undertake suqh an enterprise. The libera- " 
lity of no country in Europe, is, perhaps, sufficient 
to permit even an attempt, openly made, to change 
the national faith. Tliere, in all probability, a sullen 
contempt or open violence, would soon manifest' the 
detestation of the people against so rash an under^ 
takiiig. * 

On the part of the Hindoos^ however, no violafwe 
or concerted opposition has ever been made to this 
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6we. £ver. since the setdraaeDt of Europeans 
leir country, various denominatbns of miosioiir 
B hsve been at ymvk to recbim and convert the 
wes, botii bo the pert of Government and bidi^ 
wis ; and if no desirable harvest has been reaped 
a tbeir labours, tbey have, at least, met with 
k)s1^e bieatment from the multitude, whose opi* 
AS they arraigned 

The Portuguese, among whom, at one period^ 
jiversion was held out as the grand object of con- 
lest, engaged at firsts in this great work with an 
dour that seemed worthy of its importance, and 
Ui a pi8i*6everance that promised more happy firuits; 
heir worship, from the number of its shewy ritesj 
as in some degree assimilated to that of riie natives 
lemselves, and might appear well calculated to cap- 
vate the attetition of the multitude, though it might 
ot greatly enlai^ their understanding. Yet the 
ffects continually produced by all their exertions, 
ave kivariably proved inadequate to the hopes en^ 
ertain«i by their projectors in Europe. 

Saint Francis de Xavier himself, who was long 
egarded as the great tfpostle of the gentiles in 
he East, and who was b^ieved by many to have 
bought miracles in this field of pious industry, has 
^eft' behind him the most scanty proofs of his suc- 
cess. Though the number of his nominal converts 
^ at one time so considerable, as to obtain for him 
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the l^mottr cf cattcmisation ; yot it eamiot be «i 
affirmed^ that he has acUkd Hiudi, either to die kiij 
ledge, induatry, or yktue of the poor ParialuB^ il 
tistened with so much devout admiration to his i 
ooqrsee. His residence in India, during a period 
ten years previous to 1552, is said to have be^' il 
ni^ized by a number of conversions in Goa, upi 
rin, and Japan; yet the present state of Chri^iaj 
ty in all these parts, aflfords but little corroborate 
of this assertion, and far less proof of the pretsra 
toral powers that h^^ve beeii ascribed to this cd 
heated man. In &ct, the annals of the Pm^^uej 
church in the Eas^ ^^re at this period disgrsSm I 
the aa^fie mixture of credulity and bigotry a$ in ti 
pieseiit state. 

The Chitch, although that natio^i has long bee 
distinguished, more by an avidity in the pursuits ( 
commerce, than by zeal for the disseminaticm of re 
ligkms knowledge, have not, however, left the la^ 
untried, of jconverting the native sulgects of their In 
dian dominions. Chaplains have been appointed b; 
the Government, not only at Batavia, but at Chin 
^ura and Calcopore in Bengal : In the two latte 
settlements^ the surrounding inhabitants being th< 
same as |he British subjects iii Bengal, the mission 
ary labours there had nearly the same unprofitabk 



issue*. 



♦ Vide Yel. I. 
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jadetj of treU-difipesMl persons ioi fihitfliii^ 9q^ 
A a fund, many years ogo^ and sent miteioiiearies 
iengal ; but although their establishment still sub- 
% lid <jotr7€l^^ion» of imy wbraivA hmm eten^g- 
|4 its ki^ura. This sGckty has for 9tmmikM 
aAlociated with It Damsh mismHty formed 
at plaiv and adtuited by the sanui vie^rs^ 
^ s comfeirmig togethdr llveir eSarti and r#- 
|(Hce0, an etegaitt church hH» bom baftt ; but §6w 
ikt natives, ovwi tif the lowest class^ have tr& 
idescended to come under its roo£ Tb» edifice 
( ^|kere£sNre beeri used as one of tiie ordMmy places 
WAfhip for the European inhabitants of Calcutta. 
Lcepdf^ a few of the Pariah tribe^ or (mt-^ustSy ui 
3 neigfabouriickid of Madrais/ who are sotsetiimv 
en fiatenkig t6 the diseoca-i^ of Him cfai^hins, wiiilb 
3€b ^eater appearanceof wonder tiufti iritdtligenee^ 
e missionaries of the East cannot boast of dieSf 
Lving gained to their society, even those unfortunate 
»d^s who ha^ been debarred froth alt condnunir 
Lti(fia with the rest of mankind. 

These consequences lore the laiavoidal^lo r^ult (^ 
e labours of convarsime^ al[ least <m the plan thai 
ley kiaye bee« hitherto condcKttoii on ih Indtey and 
f every person in dny degree^ dc^anMed wkh the! 
WKiition of the nalSves, they nwghf hav6 beien a«tj- 
parted. It is to be feared, that neither the zeal of 
ar {Jreachers, nor that of their employers, have been 
aided by requisite knowledge. They have neglect- 
\ to bestow education on the nativiBs j and tfiey have 
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expected their acquiescence in trut^ which 1 
were totally unqualified to comprehend. 

The Spaniards in America were at first led ss\ 
l^ a,' simikr error. Their cl^gy are said to 
converted many thousands ti^re by a single dtscois 
and to have administered the initiatory ordinance 
Bi^tkm to such multitudes, that th^ were no loni 
able to lift up tteir hands * &it there is much r 
son to apprehend that their enthuskusm has led tb 
to impose on themselves, as much as oh the wori 
for iurely these new converts to ChristiaDity eot 
hardly, in'any sense, merit that honoiurable afip^ 
tion. In order to make them become Christians, 
was first requisite to make them rational beu^ ; 
title todvhich uninformed savages, destitute of alinc 
every intellectual idea, can surely have but litl 
claim. 

The first fruits of ^e American vineyard, as w( 
as of the Indian, were therefore usfeless, by beii 
premature. The acquiescence of the simple conve 
of either country, was in doctrines to him incompr 
hensible ; it could be therefore attended with no re 
alteration, either in belief or in conduct; no dc 
light was conveyed to the understanding ; no add 
tbnal motives w«-e supplied for the practice of duty \ 

* Robertson's History of South America. 
+ A libieral use has been here made of the information gire 
m a fiomier part of this work. 



Digitized 



by Google 



INDIAN RECREJ^IOKS. S7l 

Hei^ therefore, the whole body of the people in 
[mdostan, from caprice, or motives of interest, at 
nee to abandon their system, in the present state of 
bair intellectoal imprttnement, such a circumstance 
light aflford a triumph ^o the missionaries, but it 
iQ|M not be construed as a victory to truth ; nor 
lM||||ii*tbe number of real Christians be at all increa- 
eii by such an apostacy. In the present state of ig- 
lorance of the bulk of that people, not merely of 
atiOBal religion, bat of almost evay moral precept, 
o lay before them the sublime doctrines of the go- 
fi^. were to violate its f«*ohibitions, " by casting 
wprinjj.^^^ swine." 

IT^at mental degradation and total listiessness, 
ivhicfa we have already noticed, as having long cha- 
ra<*eri«ed the Hindoos of the lower classes, mustfirst 
be removed, before they even comprehend, much less 
profit, by any religious doctrines whatever. It was 
pitnl^fiAy from viewing tlie subject in this aspect, that 
Sr William Jctoes has been induced to assert, that 
the Hindoo -could never be converted by the Roman 
Catholics, nor by any other church : This venerable ^ 
fudge was, however, too well acquainted with the na- 
tive of India, to affirm of them, that their youth was 
inc^paMe of ii»truction. He would have been ra- 
ttier inclined to panegyrise their aptitude for learn- 
ing : Since no school in India has yet been altoge- 
ther unsuccessfully taught; and since the class of 
half easts, or offspring of Europeans Bind natives, has 
unifonnly been educated in the Christian religion. 
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md beccmie ecpially versaat m its doctrines $i»,4ii 
other seholars of the same age. 

But though knowledge hw been imparted to thi 
ekiss of our Imiiaiir sut^ecA^ it is not. ai6brined i^ 
they ail have become real Christiaos or gpqd ipupi 
It k sufficient for our fnresent view of the llj^r 
that experience has demonstrated the natives (^Jn 
4ift to be cafxtble^ under the ordinary meiins of itt 
structioo, of attaining a cQnipetent share of otora 
and reHgH>us knowlec^e. ^* P^ul may platit, and 
^' ApoUos may water," but the increase is the gjik .oi 
another hand ; that hand, which, to the knop^o^ 
of religion, can alone add either its true spiiit, or 
its efieaicy and power. 

Let us, therefore, in Europe, no longer express 
our surprise or regret at the want of success in the 
missionary labourers of India; so long as these la- 
bourers prosecute the task by means that asejgn- 
practicable. In his present state of ignorance, and 
under fhe terror of excommunication, the coiwersion 
of an Hindoo by preaching alone, may be regarded 
as^ somewhat miraculous. To suppose him able to 
comprehend the doctrines of our reli^on, afld ^ li- 
berty to embrace them, are assumptions equdy^.c^p- 
trary to feet : wiere the case otherwise, the few con- 
verts that have be^i made in India, for a period of 
two hundred years^ might seem' a presumption that 
the doctrines of our system were either inferior in 
val«e, or supported by less evidence than^t{ie tpnets 
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^ of that ins^tion, to which he continues to adhere. 
On the contrary^ the doctrines of our religion are 
address^ to us as " wise men,'' who are command- 
ed to "judge what %ey say." It is, therefore, no 
dgection against them; that there may exist a state? 
#H^iorance too gross for their comprehension; or a 

^m(^ke of superstitious fear which their allurements, 
iHf understood, are not able to overcome. 

TTiere must, in every mind, be some information, 
some power of intellect, before a preference can be ^ 
gjpiten to any one system of opinions above another : 
"Wfj^-total ignorance, truth itself has no power If 
WsSe poi^tions are true, it must necessarily follow, 
that the missionary labours have been taken up at 
thfe ifTong end. The means of diffusing the light of 
ibe gospel through India, are not now the same with 
those that were enjoyed by its first promulgatoris in 
the world ; the miraculous powers are wanting : yet 
Afe'apostles,'^ although in possession of an extraordi- 
nary commission, and endowed with preternatural 
powers, were commanded, nevertheless, to " teach 
ail nations." Can their uninspired and feeble suc- 
cessors have wisely endeavoured to grasp at a more 
expeditious method, when encompassed with circiun- 
stanoes much less favourable? ^ 

,When the sway of tlie Pagan system first yielded 
to that of Christianity, in the territories .of Greece 
and Rome, a large portion of the peo^ was capable 
of comprehending its doctrines, and of examining the , 



Digitized 



by Google 




274 IXDIAN"*«€REATy[0Jf8. 

evidence by which th^ are supported. .^Sooaegem- 
ral knowledge of both was diffused^before its rec^ 
tion ; and the circumstances of the people, in these 
countries, were, in many respeets^tbe rcveree of what 
, j|hey are in India. They w we neither attached te 
their theological system, nor to its practical rit 
any insurmountable prejudice. It. was a fab 
fessedly erected in a rude age, and the incre^seiilf 
knowledge, in subsequent times, had widely exposed 
its grossness and imperfection. Horace, Juvenal^ 
Lucian, and some others of their most feyonrte 
writers, had lashed the absurdities of the systgl^ 
and the very characters of its Gods, with e^ual^^fe^ 
dom as those of their fellow citizens : and evce hSfft 
they had ventured thus far, the worship of^^itr 
deities, and the observance of new rites, was r^riri*- 
ed rather as a mark of superior piety, than of any 
malignity against the national faitii. 

• 
^ The most dignified characters in die state, iitflp 
true, were selected to preside in the sacerdotal chak, 
and to perform the public functions of religion ; but 
they "discharged their duty with only outw^ard gravity, 
while inwardly they felt much indifference, or, pcfr 
haps, contempt*. They beheld, therefore, witboitf 
concern, the ad^Oancement of a new syi^tem, from 
which they dreaded ho mischief. There wa# not 
among them a numerous and hereditary priesthood 



* Gibbon's decline and fall. 
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i^hb fere^w in its establishment, Ae down£sdl or 
destructicm of their whole order. 

Alinost all these eircam&tances, in tba condition 
of the I&idoos, are dther different, or diametiical^ 
4fjposite : among them, no collision of opinion has 
«|(lKtk^ed the curiosity of the people, or roused the 
kuman intellect : no books have ever-readied their 
faaads to convey information, nor has evai a news-* 
paper been printed in the native language* . Of all 
^^bstraet ideas, thie multitude in India is almost en- 
li^ly destitute. To a people in this state, it is in 

t.that you propose any system :of doctrines for 
discussion : there can hardly be any sufiici^rtty 
m^e^ for their understandmg ; and. perhaps none 
Mii;gross for their belief. 

Unfortunately for the Hindoo^, their Brahmins 
>dll not permit them to exercise the small portion of 
iiteUact which they are known to possess ; sinc^ 
every departure from the customary rites is held up 
by them as of all things the most sinful, and not to 
be estpiated but by the severest penalties. Thus the 
attachment of an Hindoo to his faith and worship, is 
^uu*ded equally by his ignorance and fear. It is the 
care of the priesthood, who, among them, are the 
sole guides of opinion, to keep him constantly under 
tbe domii^n of both. They watch and labour to pre- 
serve ignorance^ not to disseminate knowledge, eyery 

. s 2 ' • ■ 
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inlet to which is guarded a« closely as tb6 avenues 
of death*. 

These causes alone, without any violent opposition 
on the part pf the Hindoos, have hitherto ptevented 
any considerable degree of success from ever sigoi^ 
Using the labours of our missionaries in India M 
iii|rerent times, a^ well as the present^ the fervor tf 
/2ea!\or the efforts of humanity, have produced vari- 
ous exertions in fioivour of the natives ; but.as dl these 
plans have borne the same aspect, and have emlMraced 
similar means, the causes of disappointment have ifr 
mained strong and permanent; their effcxrts Ipie 
proved almost uniformly fruitless. In the province 
of Madura, and afterwards in the Mysore, some of 
the lower classes have attended the discourses #( 
missionaries, and yielding a kind of assent to their 
doctrines, if assent can be given to what is not un- 
derstood, they have been enrolled in their catalogue 
of believers, although more than a nominal Christir 
anity has never yet been found in these parts : a 
church and teachers have been established in Delhi 
for near two hundred yearsf, and still subsists there ; 
it has, however, received no increase (rf converts to 



^ Their Gondact seems to resemble that of those persons 
who are blamed for '^ detaining the truth in unrighteousiiess." 

+ First planted by Portugaese Jesuits, according to Tfcefdf 
j)dt« . The labours of this Order were gpi«ad through almost 
erery country in the Eastern world. Vide Lettres cdifiantes 
ft curiftuses. They boast of haring performed miracles^ aod 
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afford any hope of final success. The missionaries 
of the Propaganda have lately been depressed, and 
eithar seem weairy of so fruitless a task, or carry it 
on witi^,. a feeblepe§s which gives little countenance 
to the hopes of their employers. 

tuliaTe made numerous conyerts : but these narratiyes were 
not believed, eyen by tl|e natiyes, and haye thrown discredit 
on tbe whole of their exertions. 
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SECTION xm. 






THE PROPRIETY OF ESTABLISHING SCHOOLS ff^k 
THE INSTRUCTION OF YOUTH IN INDIA. 

These various attempts of European missionarieSi 
and many more might have been enumerated, ough^ 
at least to have the effect *oif clearly demonstratmg 
the unfitness and impropriety of the means employ-' 
ed : they ought to convince the reflecting part of 
mankind, that, before the influence of true religion 
can be felt by the natives of India, we must reverse 
the order of proceeding, and begin the work hereafter,' 
not by haranguing the multitude, but by teaching the 
youth — by increasing their knowledge, and impro-^ ' 
ving their understanding. The zeal of the present age 
, seems to have revived ; its contributions are large ; 
and its effects will, perhaps, soon be renovated and 
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Strengthened in the Eait. May we not hope to find 
fewer missionaries, and a greater number of trades- 
men, mechanics, and schoolmasters, hereafter esta- 
blished ip India ? or are we for ever to pursue that 
j^bn of speculative doctrine, without discipline, which 
lajisr-for two hundred years proved wholly fruitless 
and ineffectual, and to aband(»i, or overlook, the 
humbler and more laborious efforts of teachers, which, 
hardly in one instance, have been dfsappointed ? 

, This proposition ought no longer to be deemed 
either visionary, or of doubtful advantage : the esta- 
bli^ment of district and parochial sdiools, has 
proved, in Europe, the most successfol method of 
C|{(^pnicating information, and, what is still more 
valuable, moral principles to the great body of the 
p6E>pIe. If this establishment has proved the most 
effi^ctual re^iedy against ig7wranc€f vice^ and mendicU 
^^ in every country whare it has been carefully sup- 
Jtorted; does it not follow, with the irresistible force 
of an experimental truth, that we must resort to the 
same measure in Jndia, before we can expect, I do 
not say their conversion, but any permanent amelio- 
ration of their condition, or valuable accession to 
their moral and reUgious knowledge ? 

In that country, the prejudices of the people are 
necessarily strong; supported as they are by univer- 
sal consent, and the example of the whole commu^^ 
i|ity, they must always continue too powerful to yield 

s 4 
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to the transimit impresaions made on their miDdb i^p 
the loose discoursea of igogrant Qusskmaries. 

Were aeminaries,. of the kind now recogamended, 
generally esteblished in the qoiintry, the ait of X^^^^r 
ing their Ian^Qge> of writing, and of Ise^ngt^fiP^- 
counts, might be c(M;nmuaicated to every class (^tbn 
people. The scriptures, and,.che£q[^ books on mora-, 
lity.and religion^ mi^t then be put into thdr hands 
with some prospect pf their profiting by the peru^p^. 
Then, and perhaps not till then, can we hope to 
avail ourselves fully of the generous efforts thafewe 
now making by that great and respectable society 
lately ixistkuted by a late Govempr-General of India* 

Pwsessing such impQrtant guides of conduct,. <]ff 
such means of perusing them, it may be hoped, that 
the natives of India would become at on^e more use- 
ful in prqmoting thei^r own best interests, and UK)|ft* 
of the community, as intelligent husbandmen, m^^ 
chants, an^ manufacturers. With better prinqplc;| 
of action laid before them, they would be more al?le 
to regulate their own conduct, and to appreciate the 
truth and value of the Brahminical doctrines, ^^t by 
the encomiums of their interested teachers, but by 
their influence on the moral character, and their m- 
sufficiency for the direction of human life. 

Happily for the execution of this measure, the na- 
tives have no aversion to commit their children to the 

* Lord Teignmouth, President of the Bible Society. 
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tfllMiailof Europeans ; tiiey aare rother^iDibitioiis that 
ti^r offspring ^liioiikl ac<iuire the laccomjdkhitient of 
reading imd writing the English, thou^ nt foreign 
lac^age, fB Ag meaits d enabling them tb prose- 
cote successfiiHy som^^lucmtive branch of trade, and 
on&troclpck^ than as clerks and agents into th6 em- 
pl^iyment of the British. An Hindoo of t&cik will nOt, 
it is eonfiMsed, allow tab ch^reti ei^ar to eat or 
steep in tte same apartment with Eurdpedns, but 
b^is known to p^mit them freely to remain at a 
da^-^sehool, which for the above named branches of 

edct€il(t(»i is *8t[fficient 

<;.:'. • ' • ' ■ 

It ii asseitcd by persons practically acquainted 
with this subject, that the desire of the people after 
ettecalionis so strong, that several have at present, 
witih'much expence, placed their children under the 
taition of Europeans : and that there are many more 
tjlBi^t by such of the natives themselves ^s under- 
s&iiid the English language; Where neither of these 
means of instruction can be aiffordted, there have been 
riaifay .instances of spelling books, and copies for 
learning to write, being purchased by such has have 
supposed that tifey might acquire these branches of 
kibwledge by their own private application * 



• * From the first Volume of this work, it appears that 
sehpols for the instnictioik of the natives, are already pretty 
general in many parts of India : it is probable too, that such 
institutions are of very old standing in that country. Their 
method of teaching to read, write, and spell, by a single pro« 
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Hiere ar^at praient residing in Calortkft.s 
g^idemei^ who have not only witnessed tin^e i 
ral facts, but who have themselves been engaged 
the tuition of some natives of c&tinctia|L and 
have been able to ccnnminiicate to li^m mnoii^ 
instruction. The parsimonious habits of an^ 
almost of every rank, rendering him averse tot 
with money on any occasion, unless to his 
the institution of schools here proposed, ought to 
attenckd with an established salaxy, as a 
for the teachers : this pro\^ion might be 
increased, by the contributiai of such 
tives as are able to afford a liberal amstaaee tM^ 
instruction of their children* In otl^r casta 
benefit of knowledge wouMi be more accepta^ 
the natives by being cimferred gmtuitouslyi ni 

TUs interesting experknent mi^ibbe triei^ 
much ease, and a very limited expenditure, at 
bai/y Madras^ and CakuM&j where the whole 
•du<^ of it would be under the immediate in 
of the different govtfiun^ts. lit the latlar ci 
particular, the children of half a nallk)nf of 
might soon be tau^t to read, wtlgi^, T«nd k 
counts; a circumstance which wouM. prepare 
for the perusal of such books on morality andjrdi*! 

cess, is at once expeditions and unexpensiTe. It is accpAti 
plished by forming the letters on sand, spread either .^^ 
the ground or on a table ; and one lesson is no sooner finnl- 
ed, than the characters are effaced to make room fdr atow 
ther. 
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tt» rei^pectal^ sodety akeady iiq^d, n»^ 
it expediefit to put into thar hancb. 
r ' • . ' ■ 

I --Tbere hit^||rto, it must be acknowlec^ed, bm been 
kHj^some aiffira% in procuring sober and diligent 
SM||peaii%Mwho, in India, were willing to ccmfine ' 
iM#|;,pco£^>ects of advancei&ent to the irksome, 
od^ IB diat country, laborious dnui^ea^ of teach- 
ig4 X The mriion of making a large fcxtune. by pur- 
asgig-the cott<m, silk, or indigo busmess, however 
EiMHlaaii 1ms had always si^cient attra/dtion to 
ntibidi^ mw of education from a stat&n of li^s 
l^kis too c^n been regarded as unimportant, and 
ivea d^rading. 

■>;V* ^ ' . ■ ' ■ 

In the {»res^t ckrcumstances. of Cdcutta, this 
obstade can be little felt ; or rather does not exist ; 
Eaklm.idlour other settlematits in India must be 
[^i ji nli Uy diminishk^. The number of children bom 
to^^£ilrq)eans> by native mmmtif ies every year en- 
CTMpng; cmd to provide employment for them, has * 
ahjlujiy become a noatter of si^ious consideration. 
By the present regulations of the East India Com* 
paa|f,' this clais . of young.m^:) is excluded, from the 
ser^ite of government, in every capacity, whether 
cWi or military. Their education, as well as their 
liasted ambition, seems to point them out as the most 
eB^Ie persons for the instruction of tlie native race 
of jfbuth. Then* number is alr^^ady so considerable 
as ifi produce, perhaps, a sufficient supply for every 
appomtment of this nature, which either the piety 
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or benevolence of the age is likely to guggest t lid 
continual increase, must soQn rttidar them ca|»d| 
of affording an adequate s^iply of teachers fw | 
most the whole of the British subjectfcin IndiB, | 
though established oa the^xtensite scale above |hI 
posed. That economy of labour whichjili^ n md 
seminaries of Europe been so property introdocei 
* by the employment of the more advance scholaii 
in teaching the younger, nectssity will pcHot out ^ 
an expedient still more indispensibk in Aski^. . 
means of it no less than thirteen hundred 
have been successlully taught by a aiof^u 
tending master*. • 

The contemplation of a measure of this IpQd 
the more pleasing, because the adoption of it. will 
immediately place^ in an useful profesaon, a nmd 
rous class of unfortunate yonthy who^ for no fault. 4 
their own, have been abandoned by their progewj^Qn 
on one side, and (m acommt <if their Christian cdue 
cation, have been excluded from the society o^tbe 
other. ^^ 

K ; 

Had a sum been devotad to this jQ||ea3ure..s||lpi^ 
equal to what has been expended for two hiqjfred 
years in haranguing the ignorant multitiydes J^y ibmut 
sionaries, hardly more intelligent than dK^nsdvcft^ H 
is not too rash to assert that the knowledge of Gbffc 
stianity would have, perhaps, been already connmeor 

* Bell's Tract on the School at Madras. 
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tete with the linaits of our Indian Empire : Or 
pM tills great work have as yet been only in a 
liin of accomplishmeuty . the contributors to the 
tasme must have long since had tlie satisfaction 
F feeKng, liiat the exercise of their benevolence 
1% in tiii3 important instance, folly approved by 
rilifeasqii. 

[theirs would have been the ^igular comfort of 

PJding tiie youth of the largest, and most popu- 
territory ever sulgected to European dominion, 
I OKe placed within the reach of a rational and 
befell ilducation : Th^ would have seen supersti- 
ion becoming gradually weaker and at last destroy- 
ed, by being seasonably attacked before its seeds 
M germinated in the minds of the rismg generation, 
rfcir understanding, b6ing strengthened by more ra- 
tional principles, would have at last revolted against 
fcatiyystem of "bodily exercise'' which infallible 
wi&ta has pronounced equally unprofitable either 
to ** life or go^iness." 
^'* ' , * 

Tte existence of knowledge and of superstition 
at one time in the same society is scarcely possible : 
rbqf-are incosnpatible, and must subsist and flourish 
ty ihch ethers mutual destruction : while the former 
•^'Hnces, the latter must recede, and whenever the 
8ght of the gospel is seen to arise, the darkness of 
P^anism must soon disappear. 
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Having now finished such observations a^*Srd 
deemed necessary on the first part of our stit 
the civilisation of British India ; and having 
our remarks chiefly to its i^erences to these 
nal points in the comfort of our subjttts ; ^nwoat 
their peace and security ; secondly, tiieir subsist 
and lastly, their religious and moral instrticfetiV^^ 
possible many useful hints and judicious regu! 
inay have been omitted. It was supposed the 
portance of the topics insisted on, and of the 
sures of reform proposed, might easily comj 
for the smallness of their number : It was be 
that plainness, and practicability in the meaill^M 
execution, ought to characterise every scheme fiir tbd 
instruction and improvemeirt of a populatiOTiw'in- 
mense as that of Hindostan, and so far remov^^ftoHl 
the controiil of its projectors: , If Htfle new^§**^ 
genious is to be discovered in the few measttti?si'^ 
reform here submitted to the learned body wfaidPil 
to decide on their merits ; it is because less d^ujS^ 
might be incurred by adopting plans that wefe ^J* 
ready known, than by hazarding new schemes 'ijA 
grounds merely theoretical. If experience has pitv- 
ed a good education bestowed on youth, to be mc 
cmly expedient that has hitherto gained a sin^ _ 
tional and sincere convert to our faith ; this kii^^of 
instruction h^ of necessity formed a principal pdW^ 
of discussion in the foregoing pages. ^' 

Were this object fully attained, many other stll# 
(fiary arrangements would readily suggest themselves^ 
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kfs^ier would be forced into practice by the very 
l^i;9li<m of this great preliminary measure. The 
Stance of the pres^ that powerful instrijment in 
e difiViskHi of knowltiSdge, is always resorted to in 
^ry part^jf the British Empire where the inhabi- 
Dte. have been taught to read and write. In Indili 
t,«tl(4q|t^f public business relating to the revenue 
;.|^ice are already printed in the appropriated 
|p.racters.of the Persian, Hindostanee> lmd.Beng*^ 
i|, -^iialects: An. effort which has not merely sur* 
lj0ff^ the natives by its ingenuity, but has at the 
incpl^tin^ put them in possession of printing, to them 
pie^^d most important £urt 

id^^^examples of CopstantiiK)ple and Marhannah 
^ "9^^ afford, hpweyer, sufficient proof that the 
otn^ce ofidthe press in disseminating knowledge, 
^d guiding opinion, is not very considerable, till the 
gf^.body of the people has received some elemen- 
ts education. It is for this reason, that the press 
as not been insisted pn as a primary measure of 
n^ruc^on for Hindostanw 

^ Jn Ibis short dissertation, little notice is taken of 
Wfi ftug^ty e^fiis that have long been. ascribed to jthe 
nfiilfWace of Europeans in the East : the reason is, 
iM^the auithor, after long ocular observation, denies 
h^ reality^ and firmly believes them to be the off- 
3{»ltig of vulgar prejudice and misconception. The 
SDj^ is, the rapacity and oppression of Europeans du- 
ring their residence in the country ; and the second 
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is, the supposed los^ occMoned by trai^ferri^f ; 
large property to . arope, oa tb^ir departui:e n 
the East. I 

Of the first «>f lese evib the nativea^th^nad^ 
have not the smuiost conception or belief: On I 
contrary, there are a thousand example& of^Hftir \ 
lying on the truth, justice, and generosity of-tite £ 
copeans, in preference to their own countrymen. Th 
have never compUuned of an evil qf which &ey ab 
are sufferers; this of itself is strcmg presu^pi 
against its reality. It ii^ besides, inconsisl«ii<)^Mi>i 
the upright administration of justice, \^^hicb, i*iMi% 
has been as unimpeachable as in£ngland. . '^- 

On the subject of the drain of weaMi, by ^A^re- 
mittance of fortunes firom India^ tiiere seems^fftbe 
a strange miscoiH^eption of facts, as well as absoAiity 
of reasoning. The man who purchases goqdl^by 
himself or bds agrat, to transfer in that shape^liis 
property to Europe, in fijct benmes a customer to 
the native manufacturer to a much greater extent 
than before His whole accumulated gains go at a 
period to the growers, manufacturers, and merchanta 
of the country : and it is not easy to conceive how 
an increase of business and full payment can injure 
the parties in this transaction, or how the payment 
pf manufticttired produce in India can ever drain 
that country. The fact certaitily is, that every indi- 
vidual, thus remitting his accumulated savings, be- 
comes more useful to to the manufactures of the 
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•<ttwititry, thati he was during the whole peritxJ of his 

rMSsKfence there. Iti this last case, he only supported 

a few idle servants and domestics ; and in the first, 

his whole gains are'Upplied at once tq the payment 

t»f indufllzious labourers and artisans. 

Ihrcffi^ a similar consideraJtidn, ^^ have omitted the 
jKitice of some very judicious arrangements of eccle^ 
-ftiastkal policy, which were, nearly a century ago, 
proposed to the Archbishop of Canterbury, by Doc- 
iMSi'Pndeajux and Marah&ll. Their measures for the 
irilllniption of fi^tish India do no small credit to the 
tliBMracy of their information, as well as to the 
aMRndness of their judgment. But the expedients 
iff^bb these gaitlemen have suggested, almc^t ne- 
(lliiHrity {present th^tnsdves, after the general edu- 
of the pe<^e iias paved the vmy for their 
tien. Let a sufficient store of elementary learn- 
_ iodustarioas habits, and moral principles be con- 
mcred on our subjects in the East, and an adequate 
number of ecelesitstkal guides will not long be want- 
ing. 
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seclusion of the female sex^ not only precludes iniiaB- 
mati(^ from infancy and youth, but at once bereaves 
society of its fiEtirest ornaments, :and poiscHis the sources 
of its sweetest comforts. No subsidiary arrangements 
are provided by Paganism for the numerous ^aiite 
and weaknesses of humanity : She affords no diftti- 
table asylum finr the poor, the destitute, the sick aikl 
infirm. 



Christianity, which has, in Europe, l^ maxin^iarf 
mercy, so much softened the horrors of war, is 'con- 
trasted in the East,' by a system which vkidB naaym- 
pathy nor even safety to the vanquished ; asnd wla$h 
holds out nothing to tl^ wretdied captive, bdiiin- 
stant vengeance, or perpetud slavery. The du^.0f 
** loving our enemies," under her auspices, so/.-fer 
from being supported by general o{«uon, is hmjly 
acknowledged in any part of the pagan world; andiby 
far the greatest portion of it denies this duty all ad- 
mission into the number of human Virtues. Inslances 
of th? stem and unrelenting character of Oriental 
Paganism, and exanq»les of its disregard of the best 
interests of humanity, might be produced sufficient 
to fill a volume, and distress the reader: Enough, 
perhaps, has already been stated in former patrts otl 
this Essay, to establish a desire to lessen its power, 
and narrow the sphere of its influence. There ure 
two leading circumstances, however, which merit par- 
ticular notice; namely, the maxims of public ^iaw 
which it has established for the intercourse of diflfe- 
rent nations ; and the rank and privile^s whkhTit has 
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J0 the different individuals living in the same 

community. 

• 

.^ iieitfa^ in the aiidaid; world, nor in moderp Pa^ 
^pmism^ was there ev.er entertained any idea of jus^ 
tifiTf «icept. aoioog the manb^rs of the g^une state. 
^33ie prosperity of a nation, instead pf the comfort 
and wealth of the surrounding states, was. supposed 
to imply, either the depression and weakness, or the 
- Tile* ruin of al} around it. Hence war was uniform- 
ly a system of absolute conquest or of utter exter- 
srawttoo : #nd the best patriot in a couptry, was he 
idbo naost cordially hated all. the neighbouring king^, 
nloiiis ; and he, wlio, when victorious, most cruelly 
t'teampted upon tl^eir rights. Thus the miseries of 
the vanqui^ed had no limits, either in extent or du- 
ffltUm. On ♦the contrary, among Christian states, 
/di0iigh war is not ab(^ished, the real sufferings of 
riAimanity are confined chiefly to the field of contest 
Thousands, (as at the present hour) are led thither, 
^but, at the same time, there' are many milliops who 
Rre living in qioeti^ess, and who only ".read of 
¥ battles." 

Farther, Paganism was defective in forming the 
internal structure of society itself: She divided it in* 
ito two classes, recognising only the bondman and the 
Aree : The former possessed every thing ; the latter,, 
nothing* By the unwilling labour of this last class, 
>^lhe whole society was supported; and although it 
cmUained periiaps nine-tenths of the whole society, 

T 3 
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as well a8 that very portkni by which all subsiMeaa^ 
was provided, its comforts were guarded by no la^t^i 
These, as well as its sufferings, were left to be do* 
tennined by the caprice of the ttia^er. Cteis^oityy 
which first announced the dignity of 41 rational £Gm1 
immortal bekig, gittdually paved the way for^ Ibo 
establishment of a system of more eqtfid rights.. Il» 
boldest enemies have confessed, timt its inftuence hew 
been tending gradually to abolish this ioiquitous stat^ 
of society, and over one half of the globe k has tfifc- 
iready literally brok^i thtf " c^ins of the captive, 
" and set the prisoner tree." This conleifsion k Mifci 
dered unavoidable, by comparing the actual sittleiaf 
thbse nations which proti^s Christianity, with tbe 
e(mdition of those where it is unknown* 

In those regions in which ^^ the gospel lias b^ffl 
" preached to the poor," men of the lowest fiaSs 
have been seen passing through all the gradations ^ 
society, to stations of comfort, respedmbtUty, rank, 
power, and distinctitm. By rewarding, insteitd^ of 
corapdlifig, the labours of the pobr, a tiew order of 
society has arisen ; an arrangement has been foiltne^ " 
which has abolished the monopoly o^ every cemibrt 
and distinction by a single class : and which holds 
out all the rational' comforts of man to every ftkli^ 
vidual of our race. This system hlas gradually al- 
tered the very forrh and structure of society it9^S\ 
it has operated through all its -gradations, from tfie 
captive in the dungeon, to tlie monarch on the tflretie; 
and must, therefore, unquestionably be regarded as 
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tJM^^qM; happy chaise ever wrought in favour of 
hidHXWuty* The proof of its existeace and realky, 
faeppily, does not rest up<m our knowledge of th^ 
stete of the ancic^ world ; but is undeniably evio* 
cod by the actual cQC^diticm of the heathen and Chri- 
stfaiea aatiom^ a»9 at the presentmpmenty exposed t^ 
^nrery impartial bdiolder- The very imperfections, 
however^ of heathmism, seem to set limits to its ex- 
t&BA and dufat^^ 
•*»■ 

« io^pwdent of the intimiiliQns of sciiptwe> whifih 
amK]^uH^ the decline and ultimate downfal of the 
Vf^Bm sjfkt&m, ik^[^ are qircu^istances in the \^y 
pn^ri^sii of human socipty^ whic^i seem to leii4 t^ 
the same condusion. Almost the whole continept 
of America has, within a few centuries, been added 
|%4he.Christian commonwealth : aiyd the bles^m^ of 
|i»Q0wledgp and civilisation are npt no^ a^ they >fer^ 
^ th^ days of antiquJAy^ cpnfiqe^ to a sir^le nati^jEi, 
to m^ community, or ip a sp^ll portion of that co^ 
muni^. If . we. ^;ce to trust to the l^sons either o^' 
histwy or of exp^wnpei tliejfcoincidie with the inr 
||mations of scripture and demonstrate that there 13 
PI .tendency in kjiowledgp to spread itself and in hu- 
man associations to improve. Notwithstanding atl 
that has been said, and so often r^eated, conceriv- 
IPg the high attainments of antiquity^ the world con- 
tlins at pre^nt, periiaps, a greater share of krM)w- 
Jj^ge.than it ever possessed at any former period. 
Qm thing seems certain, this koowicdge is, by the 
invention of tl)e press, niore widely ditFused, and far 

T 4 
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more generally useful than in any former aera 
authentic history has recorded. More than o!ie4ialf ^ 
of the globe, before the discoveries of modern iM#i^ • 
gators, was unknown ; and the infercourse esteblfefc^' 
ed between its different regions is probably mdre 
than ten times greater than the limited co qftilei ^tlg 
of antiquity could maintain. 

A more enlarged intertom^e bc**irecn the diflfereM * 
nations of the world, and a greater fttcUity of (tti%H 
sing knowledge by the invention of printing, are tii© 
two leading circumstances that dfetinguish modSM 
times, and that seem to confer upon them a A^g^et 
of splendor, at least equal to that of the bri^Hest 
aeras of antiquity. * ''^^' 

This increased international corresponda(iefr'%W 
a direct tendency, in various ways, to dissemimM^ 
knowledge, and to improve the arts of life ; a iistir 
dency which is strengthened by the prevailing maxims 
of modern policy. It is how universally allowed to 
be a duty on the part of evrery government to fevour 
tiie advancement of science, and to promote indtt^try' 
among its subjects ; and this duty is deemed hat^ 
less urgent, or indispensible, than that paramouift 
obligation of bestowing protection. ' ' 

In such circumstances, it is difficult to account for 
that air of ridicule and contempt which it has^^baen 
attempted lately to cast upon almost every recent 
effort rtiat has been made M communicate knowledge 
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lci#i(Me Asia^ nations wilh whom we are connected 
by alliance, w by trade ; and to treat with con 
hotoeLy the humane labours of tiiose who have endear 
vo^yred to amelioperfe the condition of the subjects 
of British India, whether by communicating to them, 
ci«i^ 4»orai, or religious instruction. 

• ■ ■ » 

Ignqr^qce an^ong the native inhabitants seems at 

present to be r^avded, by many Europeans, at least 

iaiJ^dia, as the grand pledge of our power, tmd the 

orty potent charm by whi<A we are to preserve, in 

lii^ naiads, that tame and unqualified submission, 

em» to^ illegitimate commands, in the private inler^ 

cfiinie of lifew Hence all attempts to dispel it are 

held up as either dangerous, absurd, or impracti^ 

etble ; however strongly such attempts may be re- 

cQgtp^iDi^ed by the presaiit a^f>ect of our affairs in 

tiie^£ast ; or however powerfully they may be urged 

b^, the dictates of humanity itself* 

> H^ vast acquisitions lately made in Asia, by our 
various successes ag^st the Mahratta confederacy, 
favour recent victories, and by the expulsion of the 
i^igench out of Syria and Egypt, have conferred upon 
CtreatfiritaHi an extent of territory and influence in 
the East, which hath never been posseaied by any 
nation, ancient or modem. 

^aithe number of additional subjects acquired in 
our.e^item emigre, has been estimated, by computar 
lions apparently moderate, to amount to no less thafn 
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fi% millions of spqls. The conditioii itf this 
popuUtion^ though unquestionably ii^ch ben^ttedf 
as we have seen, by European intercourse, in tbq 
essential points of subsistence, security, and gpod 
order, remains still so depressed by an accugnriation 
of ignorance, want, aad vice, as a4mits, not only ve^ 
ry great fanprovements, but which challenges sympa* 
thy and commiseration* • 



Even the other Asiatic nations daim our 
since among tbem our intercourse is frequent) 
though our pohtical connection be less iirtimate*' A- 
mong the whole race of Orientals, without qlm^t a 
single exc€|)tion, the great bulk of the inhabkaato 
are cloathed in a manner so partial, scanty, a^.^H^- 
dean, as oiust prove inadequate to tia^ calls oS !^ 
manity, even in the most favourable cUmatQ^^ Thsk 
food is sparing and insufficient, evm when.ostipMt^d 
by the rules of the most abstemious system of man- 
ners. They are, however, depressed by anodier 
species of suffering th^ more to be recited, be- 
cause mc»re capable of alieviatioi^ from qw bepefi- 
emce; their#minds> througbevery dass oi Ihe f^jUlh 
ar^ detained in darkness by the $ti^m rilual of a ^lpjn^ 
fitition, which seems to preclude almost every rati«|fcl 
ccHnfort, abd to debar all intellecliial improvement. 

In such circumstances, it might have been iq^lgp- 
ed, that aaiy attempt, whether of govempoent Q$upi 
individuals, to improve the condition of aur Indian 
igubjects, or of these Asiatic states, would have bj^^n 
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iBigarcied as rmtixr irrational, nor tmbecomii^^ 
Britisiai cfaaract^. But it seems, the mean educatMi 
lo^isessed by some of the missionaries ; the fsttwti* 
risna of a few individtityis among them ; and their too 
Srequent failure of suocess, have proved Bnfficknt, 
mtiX' many of their countrymen, to stamp the whole 
Sf^Vtlijeir proceedings with such an aspect of absurdi^ 
ty.. as has induced them to consider every attempt to 
convey instruction to these degraded races of men, 
M»«4|>e^offs{Hing either of a weak or of a disordered 
mksd. These sentiments ore most frequency enteiv 
tdaa^ by such Europeans as, from an early change 
of 'dituation, and from having presented to t^em c^ 
fer^it religimis systems, have been induced, not 
iMHreiy to disregard them, but to brand them as the 
fii^iNOsitions of craft, practised upon ignorance ; ^d 
fiilM^umber of this class in our foreign settlements, is 
Qiflmppily far from being in^jonsiderable. 

• Sneh conclusions, however, if not absolutely grotmd- 
less, are too general and sweeping to derive support 
even*' from the wrong principles from which they are 
iilfeitied. That (m missionaries in the East have 
Mtherto'been very unsuccessful, will not, perhaps, be 
cNittted ; but it is eijually certain, that they have re- 
ceived no" steady encouragement nor adequat?e sup- 
port. That they have frequently employed unsuitable 
sleeps for the attainment of the object they had in 
ticf*^, is but too certain ; but this fact is far from de- 
thonstratmg the impracticability of the object itself; 
mttch less cetn it disprove the importance of the causfe 
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which they were ©agaged to promote ; nor can 
idiew the unpossibility of its final establishmeat 
MiN advocates, and more judicious measures. 

Suddenly to change either the dvil instkutioos^ 
the religious system of a great conimunity, itaviy 
confesisedy is a scheme which ipay neither pfove \ 
ticable nor wise ; yet the most judicious part <rf 
ciety, both in India and Europe, have coMeived 
object in view to be widely different from thk, 
have been ever persuaded, that to promote the koonr*] 
ledge and virtue of our Asiatic subjects, by imtnatt-| 
mg their youth, is a task which by m> means impiie5'i| 
the same difficulty or danger. They are convinced, ^ 
by many examples, of European skill having alnniy^ 
much instructed the natives of the East in seveml^ 
arts ; of its hs^ving taught jthem many new torches 
of industry, and that the silent operation of li^e saaie 
intercourse will in time infaUibly improve tibe Asialic 
character, both in ener^ and knowledge, - The most 
distinguishing advantage enjoyed by the European 
subjects of Great Britain, seems to arisafroia that 
system of useful education which is there coofianfd 
upon all ranks, and from the liberal spirit of her go- 
.vemment, which extends its , care and proieotion 
equally to all the members of the community. As 
the influence of this government in Asia is at present 
manifestly more extensive than at any fonner p^^kl, 
it is conceived by many, that ,the present posture of 
its affairs is very favourable for making new efforts 
'to transfer some portion of these peculiar blessing 
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our Indian subjects, and to the Orienti^ king* 



Instead, therefore^ of ridiculing the labotfrs of such 
as have abre^Mly engaged in this laudable en- 
of instnicting i^orant nations^ if men of 
knomrlcd^e had contributed, by their advice and 
^sistance, a very different result might have, perhaps, 
rewarded their toils. Even the missionaries, 
lom it has become so fashionable to deride^ seem 
[have erred rather in the means they have adopted, 
than in estimating the value of the object of their pur- 
suit : Those individuals of their order who have pe-^ 
netmJted into the Eastern hemisphere, prompted 
-Mriy by a desire of removing ^norance, and of alle- 
matii^ the many evils occasioned by it, ^piong such 
'Tast numbers of their fellow-creature^, far from me- 
rging' the obloquy of their cotemporaries, seem to 
hBJffe been actuated by feelmgs that are honourable 
-to*it2iemselves, and to human nature. In this li^t, 
tbei^onduct of some of their number has been viewed 
i^ sevaral of ihe most enlightened travellers of the 
prcaei^t age,^ — men whose testimony is above the sy- 
■opidon of entbu^ia^m, or of any irrational bias to 
iMtrtkobir tbeolc^cal tenets. 

■ » Mr Barrow *, the intelligent author of Travels in 
itScmt^eni Africa, mentions, in terms of high approba- 

* It has been thought necessary to ofler a fe\f instances of 
^ucceis in the missionary labours, with detailed exactness, bc- 



Digitized 



by Google 



• fr 

908 IITDIAK IlK€E£ATKl^6. /^ 

tfon, the labours of Mr Kircherer, a regularly bre 
clergyman of the reformed church, who aione^ alf 
totally unprotected, proceeded from the Cape o 
Good Hope into the midst of the Bosjesman hcn-de^ 
as far as the banks of Orange River. ^ TWs gemie- 
man, he observes, of mild and persuasive riyifii 
conceived that a Solitary being, without inii(|jpif ii'iij 
visible means of injuring his fellow mortal^'mi^ 
enter into the most savage hordes without su^ridiorf 
of violence, and consequently without dai^^ I& 
himself* j' 

The event proved that his oorgectare was r^^ 
he lived for many years among a tribe, the miMl 
needy and wretched that he couW discover^'ft 
shared with them every inconvenience, and si^i^ 
a total privation of all the comforts, exyd very #ite 
many of the necessaries of life. With a wedc c^b- 
stitutton he braved the vicissitudes of an uBSteadjp 
climate ; and with scanty cloathing, and in faovete' so 
paltry, as not to defend him fimn either vind«r 
rain : he often lay in the open air, ia the midd of 
desarts as wide and wild as those of Arabia. 

It was in these circumstances dttEt he»learitedtt«i 
language, and instructed them in the benevolent doc^ 

cause there are mmaj wbo treat every attempt of thiv n\U K fl0^ 
wild, absurd, and impracticable; and there are maQj j|^ 
who contribute large sums for the iostruction of onr heatho| 
subjects^ by means that have uniformly proved unsuccessful. 

* Barrow> Travels in Southern Africa. 
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of Christianity} endeavooring, with humane 
Assiduity, to assaage . their miserable lot in this life^ 
by assuring them of *^ a fiiture and better world." 

This benevolent missionary became at last so much 
attadkfd to this indigent and deploraUe race of be* 
io^. ^vfio -possess nothing they. can call their own, 
tmt v^ live from day to day on the precarious spoils 
of the chace, and frequently on the spontaneous 
ropts of a barren soil, that it was not without difii* 
tdityy and great distress to his feelings, that he was 
able to tear himself from his little flock, when labour- 
ite under a disease that threatened to tenninate his 
life. " When one reflects for a moment,*' continues 
IJPl' -Barrow, ** on the dangers and difficulties which 
'dijaieYeli^oas enthusiasts voluntarily undergo, %vith- 
om^.-any prospect of reward, or even of reputation in 
U^ world, it is itnpossible to withhold admiration 
of 'a fconduct so seemingly disinterested, and whose 
mOtiViBs seem to be under an influence so difierent 
from that by which most human actions are go- 
vemed." 

Tlus 4isinter6iMed zeal of the missionaries is by no 
^wai» Mngulcr, or evmx rare among that class of 
xaen. TUl lately, when the French 4nvasi(Hv of Italy 
destroyed its funds, the college of PrcfpagandOy in 
iBbome^ bad numerous agents in almost every comer. 
of Asia, who willingly forsook all the comforts of ci- 
vilised life, and the intercourse of all their friends, 
to encounter the dangers of hostile climates^ and the 
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Still more perilous association of barbarous men : h/ 
all of tbein, these sacrifices were made, without mf 
prospect of temporal reward : in feict, a very scantyj 
subsistence was all that the most laborious of these 
men have ever reaped from their unremitting efforts, 
and for encountering situations of uncommon danger. 

It affords some consolation to reflect, tt^ these i 
meritorious labours have not been altogether without | 
success*. In China, Japan, Siam, and Ava, 4e 
discourses of the missionaries, and particularly their 
mathematical instructions, have made, at different 
periods, a considerable impression on many of the 
higher ranks, and even among the princes of these 
kingdoms. In Cochiii-China, a Roman misi^(Hwy, 
who had been appointed titular bishop of tiat 
country, so far ingratiated himself with the king, ihat 
after his death and interment, he was raised im 
the grave, that new funeral honours might be c<m- 
ferred upon him, expressive of the r^ard of that 
people f. 



* There can be no question, howerer, that orach p^tt^ 
' effects would haTe been produced, had these missioiiaries con- 
fined themselves more partienlarlj to the education dC dakiiff^i 
and to the communication of the more useful mechanic arts, 
when they addressed sudi as wer^ advanced in life* It is oi- 
nifest, from their own acconnts, that hunger and nakei|pi 
were the great wants which were first to be removed fMWp^ 
savages, before anj relish could be created for ml 
food* 

f Barrow's Travds in Southern Africa* 
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OF THE AFRICAN MISSIONARIES AKX) THEIH 
r CONVERTS. 



In general, H would seem that the mstructions of 
tbe missionaries hiave had the greatest induence, 
wherever the people were not already preoccupied 
with a maiared system of tiieir own. On the banks 
of Zondet'End river, near Bavian'3 Kloof, in Sou* 
^Jimn Africa, three Moravian missionaries ha^ve gra* 
dually attracted to their society a number of the 
wandering ai^d ^ destitute Hottentots of that district 
As their conduct has been successful, in a very diflii- 
.fl^t and almost hopeless case, it forms a rule for the 
^4)jllijfUlce of future missionaries, among the most 
svrage of the Oriental tribes : they began by sup- 
plying their corporeal, before their intellectual wants. 

VOL^ HI. V 
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By gradually accustoming them to deanluiess and 
industry, they have succeeded in changing the natu- 
ral habits of the Hottentots so completely, that they 
have now not only a relish for dress, but are enaUed 
to subsist and clothe themselves by the produce of 
their own labour. They are already acquainted with 
many of the duties, and aspire to^the comforts pf ra- 
tional beings : an rffect Ihait pih>Bably never coufd 
have been produced by holding to them vague and 
temporary harangues on speculative tenets, before 
their minds were rendered capable of comprehendicg 
tiiem, by a preyioiis education. 

The cpmforts enjoyed by this little society, have, 
on various occasions, (frawn to it such accesaons from 
the destitute savages of that Neighbourhood, as have 
greatly increased its original number. During the 
short p«iod of the British government in that part oT 
AfFica, it had amounted to g^ve six hundred soUls: 
new proselytes were, however, so frequently addecL 
that the missionaries had found it expe'dient to sena 
to Europe for a farther sirpply of instructors. ^ 

At tiie period when IVfr JSarrow passed ^rougS 
Ais district, his attention was drawn to this society 
while assembled in the open iield on Sunday, for t&e 
purpose of performing divine service. A scene sa^ 
novel in this part of Africa, and so different from . 
what he had been accustomed to observe among 1^ 
unhappy class of beings, at once Ratified his (eelings, 
and excited a lively curiosity regarding fiie natiire ^ 
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m wnbUdbment wiach could produce such beoefkial 
iTecta. 

Tlae three misskmaries fixxa whom he learnt th§ 
^irticuJars of this society, belonii to a sect of Mo- 
taviMi i;enBed Hemhuters, from the name of a viiji^ ' 
hg^W^ksony, whi&h bad afforded them an asylum 
vheri %meBk from Jkbravia. *' They were plain aad 
••decent in dieir dress," adds this traveller, " of mo» 
** dtest Hft8Buei?s, and intelli^reirt in conversation.'' Al- 
ihm^ aealous in the cau$^ of their rnkwHiy thejf 
we» free from bigotry and enlbusiawi^. 

Around the ^fTer^nt dwellkigs ^ these mfesiooa^ 
ric^ ^d those of their flock also, eiiery thing par^ 
cip^ied of that neatness and simplicity which forms 
tii^ atrmigsst feature in their character : the church 
imeh tbey had buiH was a plain and neat edi£k:e ; 
ikm null fi^r grmdit^ corn wa^ superiw to any in 
tbte wh^ odony : tiiek gardens were also kept in 
good oid^, and produced abundanoe of vegetahiea 
for tii0«tppply of the table : almost every thing that 
bad been done, was by the labour of their own hands ; 
for, agpeealHy t0 ^ rules of the society of which 
tbdy we#e members, each nussionary had learned 
some useM profesmon. Que Was skilled in every 
I'litot^ of mnti^ work, the J^ocpad was a w^mh 
! iHftfr, aad the third a tailor. 

# YideBssmr'^ ^nmis ia SMtbtra Jkf^m. 
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The six hundred proselytes who had joiiied the^ 
teachers were cantoned in a valley adjoining the ri* 
ver, and in huts, with a small portion of ground- am- 
Aaced t6 each, for the purpose of raising snstenance. 
The various stages of their improvement were still 
visible, and marked, with exactoess the lexigfk of 
time they bad joined this commimity : the ^u^st 
converts were best clothed, cleanest, kod most per- 
fectly accommodated' ; a circumstance wliich a^rded 
a pleasing demonstration that their improvement was 
gradual, and that ike anrelioratkm of their sta^was 
progressive, aristng from aehange boih in their man- 
ners and industry. The condition of the greater part 
had already become preferable to that of the poor in 
some parts of England. • 

Xhe ckcumstance which seems chiefly to have en- 
abled these missionaries to overcome tfee indoleooe 
ind filthy habits ttiat distinguish safvage life, is their 
first endeavouring to accustotn the Hottentots to !»• 
dily labour and cleanliness, before proposing^ their 
minds any abstract doctrines or theological: tenets. 

' A liiethod the vety reverse of this has ihistrated the 
labours of by far the greater part off' European ©is- 
- slonaJ'ies, in almost eVery part of Asia : in the case 
now under review, every, individual Hottentot who 
chose to learn a trade, was immediately paid &r his 
labour, as soon as he could earn wages. Some in 
consequence of tiris hired themsel^s for a limited 
time to the neigBbauring peasants ; some madenAts 
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brooms for sale; otliec$ reaicd j^ultry; and 
not a. few mippcHrted tteMfilveft aod thcjr femilies by 
tfaMBir imt^ iand ibc^. The greater part of tiie so* 
cKtjr ims by tb«9e wmm popMfisl to purcbasQ^i^ 
coat doatbing ; and to iq^^ear at chMch7dri^ed io 
priiijri cottcms, . instead of the £1% habiltoieids 
mhotiWimd hwuiably distisgim)^ tkat 6*6 in 
tiieir mtumf stie^ mid vbich badviConferred ;jiipoa 
ttbema scMt of pre-eaunenoe in wretcdbedneas^ and 
lotttteome barbarity. ' 

'^ifSbe^^Tarbosimproirtenents, thw effected among 
^Ous tribe * of Hottpitots, are ncA to be cooaidered as 
l^recarboa w transient in their nature; for since th^ 
are gradual, and have proceeded upon rational prin- 
cipli^, as ^eU as a thorough coftction among tl^ 
ntttinreathemsdves of their, utility, they have conti- 
vmed^.and must continue in a state of gradual ad- 
vMcemeat Every individual bemgat last fvi\y per^ 
mmded ttrnti^leaaliness is greatly conducive to his 
teahii and his coQofort^ he is wiUing to bestow suiy 
lktie;airaey he can>spfupe inpurcfaasii^idbalhs, in- 
stead of spirits {hmI tobaceo, 'which, in his unreclaim- 
^ 0t&te, constituted the supreme objects of his de- 
sire, altiiou^ they had occasioned the greater part 
^itbbse* evils add misehidGi^ which l^ad emUttered 
^Ili» condition. 

A\ Such have been the. effects, of the judicious ar- 
rfli^jementa andiinstructions of the missionaries at 
Bayians Kloof* That enthusiasmaaad fanatical spirit 

u 3 
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* #hii^ ktti w oftm charMlmsed tiie 1^^^ 
lies in Eufx)|ie^ having 4oiami no piipoe in Ifais ^texet^, 
tiieir discoimes are tfaere short, and replete mA 
goidserise and iisf^ ^iiMce; and so &r arelfaqr 
fi«mmidciQ|r aoyoetcMartsMe dnpky of «tei^'lirt 
of aear^coiiverts to tbeir petanaami, ^tutt^c^lnw 
eirerlMBD tatDiHsibfy ^ainioijs in €Miemng\iikim 
^mmm^t privitegesef ibeirtiaw prdtomm apm 
itty 0f the proie^ries at an inittsma^ 

Not iqpre limn sixty, of ten times that numblr of 
tOQverts^ bad, at tiie peikd aihidod to, .beeiii aliidt- 
ted oemiMrs.of the Chnatiaji Qom^ l^ the kiliBf 
tory dte of baptism. Their ccmduct iii^tl|Hi Mapa«^ 
has also been as diftrent £mn itait of otb&^isaissKNl^ 
atrjes in tke £as(f as 1^ (eonsefuenoffii vvihicli^aif 
•been tbeo^uli of it Id that coustiy, it to dms 
4oo comiHOB, to pnUisk at te di^rent alaMn% iAd 
^o Iramitiitto Eorape a pon^ieus catal^pie ref^tw- 
verts to the Christian C Uarth, aot mithmt 4ttQfig 
auspiciaa of its aawpotiide beiqg iiKveased is^lbe 
artifices of these converts themselves ; ^tiie 8aaQa#0^ 
fions presenting themselves 4|;^difiennt fdaces tmder 
^Sesgaed names. /. , 

This socoessfuL ea^^ 
ca, whkh has thi;^ b^ea ^ven in detaiU.^n ^# 
thorrty oi Mr J^row^ is, in everypartii^lar^ (^omt' 
-ont ^ith. the personal knowledge tof se«^ dBngli^ 
^ganti^PdW, wboweoe then upon ithe. i^Hit: iBuMo 
4uch asiQira in ai^ degree ;a€quaiat€Kl.'i!EiiJl;jy^ 
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Omys^Of^ not to rest on a ^9l^|nQr .VMlPi^; .^ 
\jMU3ae ilesaoo may be drawn from ft thmnand in- 

-igp^piM^M^fl^ ^^m^ Ifti^^OQpnefi, tfoat tjjcy Qwg^t 

5^ i»Eil|p«ytJ«!|||pn .vl«^ SfOTge ,9)an sq^his «fipMl^ 
if|f ^cemwi^ » to |il»qiHr wMJ^ his huxte; this n^;^ 
«ie«99^i^ t«fi^ ^r^Mpe^ w .<n(i early prevision agui^t 
o(^,t imnger, and otlMNr uirgeDt wants. £vea in the 
commttticating ci this instrucfioaf, the missionary 
jpi|ist'in^ with mfuvjr disaitpointmeuts, and ^l^ OMght 
■l^'jfnsipeps, #CHagwith^»echaiQical skill, great jM^loui^ 
foljl ;i»il<^ |ync^(c»l acqu«»iltai>ce wJ^ huna«a x^- 

.^. ^ $he ^io^liiYi^ilf^ (rf foreign airf ip^^pendent 
tribed are free; and cannot be compelled to attend 
£^ iil9CrattM>ns of thdr teachers^ they can only be 
^lH^l^d «a <b€p by inot^ef erf inter^st^ orery new 
J|)^^i ouglitt;to|l^ producti^ erf * some keoefitr it 
ifkigbt ei#Mr to ckin\^y a positive i^n^rt, or reipove 
Aoine yfW^ *l|ence the mi^ionaries of rude and 
i^WOieMined n^tAdpis mui^t be men of actvot and toi* 
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wearied benevolence ; they ought not, as heve MR j^' 
to be drawn ftom the haunts of the solitery and re- 
cluse; here the mind is too often soured by the 
acrimony of polemical doctrines, and where ^be stu- 
dents are 'generally unqualified by any acquwiCance 
"with those mechanical labours which must suppfytte 
primary wants of man. 

3. The missionaries must beware of magni^i^ 
the extent and importance ot their own labows, b^ 
giving premature admission to their new converts- iar 
CO the rank and privileges of Christianity. By »eoB- 
trary method, the natives will be too apt to disgrace 
its doctrines by the grossnees of tijeir conceptions, 
and will, perhaps, still oftener offend the purity of its 
precepts, by the immorality and extravagance of 
their conduct 

4. The missionaries ought assiduously to apply to 
the Instruction of the young ; riot merefy in the de- 

"taents of learning, as signifying the knowledgfc^ of 
letters, but in communicating habits of dcHoestic ^- 
dustry and useful labour. For these purposes a 
course of discipUne will be^fonrid more effectual than 
oral instruction. • ' 

Fifthly, -the missionary must " shew 4hs feith % 
^' his \v*ks." His conduct must*at'all times prole 
an 'Ornament, not a disgrace to his profession ; for of 
all the human causes of the speedy diffusion of Cbri- 
Mianit^ among the heathen nations/ this has jodtly been 
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regw^Aod^is the most 'powerful, hamefy/ tbe upi^it 
and j^iamdess li^ of'te early professors \ 

StuK^d these vtiAes of eva&ge^mg rude jaatkms be 
obe^rved^ ttnd tins tpode of^ mstmctkHi, it will be at^ 
t«0d^^^ilh eqiialij good: effect among every savage 
peop^ 

I ^ . • 

l4f(JSor tf the same happy fruits have not been reap* 
hik from missbnary labours in India and among the 
dtftHrOriental jiations, it must be attributed to the 
tng|f<t of the% necessary meaiis : it cannot, assured-* 
Ijr be leeribed to finy gneat^ indodlity in tbe natives, 
w to am supeiior difficulty of communicating in* 
sbruction to the petooeable Hindoos: notwithstacid* 
9ig the boasted permanency of their system, the 
great r^>rmer, Nanuk, has converted the whole na* 
lion ofthe Seeks to a different feitb. 

Our failum so often in these countries, mast have 
amen from the adeption of a less judicioos mode of 
installation, ^m the promulgation of mysterious doc- 
trineSf previous to the communication c^ kuQenrledge 
sufiident either to appreciate their value or to com*» 
piehend their meaning. 

*^ Tht saime cause, will, in' a great measurej account 
'fer the small bendit or advantage which hi^ hitherte 



«cVi4«GsklKxaV Dealing and Fall of^the Rpman Empire. 
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teaa setfiid Akwi thfiir m;v <ft^ hf^\ 
themaeWes, MvhcAber ia t^ kooMadgp of dulgr, 
tiie conduct of life. Ndtiier the remnant of 
peie Cbriatiaw imHifi ISmt, nw the mw fikosO^ 
ip our faith fiqon Mumg tfae huthwi jbd^ m\y ah- 

bUity of chaattcter; noir are \ 
trust-worlliy in the transact! 

fgduqitkw (smdttotcd, :0q 
•htnxih, cbuipii hU QAne on 
natiw i# mwjejiied to his 
)Mv molunes i^fooM hitt fa 

In ^oae circumalaiices, tfindins the HilealDf fi#4l^ 
ner sjntem, xvAiatever they iime, coaoipleiify^rQlIlK 
a kxity of prindple is 4o be apprehended, n4^ 
a more rigid adheoence to virtue. Froo) sd^ftii |i|»- 
duct, on the part of the missionaries, and from stMb 
§L plan of instruction, lilde beoefit cofuld be ^rpeet- 
«l: yet ^tMure.of it has OQcmcifii thia miciiit$ 
and unphiloaophical conclusion, that,na,efi^^f 9IP 
i^m improve jtbe.Qriental nations* . ^^ ' 

The contrary of this position s/eerxiSi hpv^ever, to 
be esl3ri>h'shed by the whole of our past experiences 
ibr in Sen^ where themissionariea hfive been most 
«msuccesafiil, many ^ti?Dng proofs are found <Qf ^ 
practicaMlity of not only improving the wdinaif 
classes of the natives, but also of instnictiiig savages. 
In the interior partsof that provkce, there aneas6fver«l 
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ts Af tiM filuD.^bllUt -that' 
MWi^y of #iiich ww^ 

liiyAr!^ Ibe i^v^^nnQs of ^vcjcnmeot In .sppie lai^ 

•d«^.MNQM»^1^9 ,^geat^^»fMii ^{ singMJiar b^a^ 
^Hi«MfeJ^#rQll<W ^^ ^ coireqt judgpneat, w^ ,&pl^ 

)wliimg^ 7tb^ri«n«i9t of ^irt; ion«0 tf^diTes^iit!^^ iihe ^gip^ 
ci«nws.Qf.tiQ|AJIs«bMi4m iB«4 ^C(^p^luBg U« 

kbqws* 

The imetlKi^.llie pin?9|i^efi ^ifiisi^ied frf^^ntle ftR^ 
iXHirteous treatment of the savages; the jMupi^tiif^ 
^yment of the baskets, noatts, and other trifling ar- 
m^m twbich ^y ofii^Qd for^^ie ; .^vfi^l jNr^3e#s of 
♦Jotb^ ^ wb^te\?er might prove n^t^ratifyiog to t|;^etr 
m^nts*. ftfihs ^^fiiKitj^roducefl by ti^s treatp^^iot \^i^ 
fQifcj^twi^d^iwei^^^tb^riflewjCi^ie^^^ jWVtl.fnocejfi^ 
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9l ieW yt&rSy' some oflhe' indiit timetable ^ere em- 
%odi^ mtb W^ldtid' 6f^bmsM6tii mi'were bo mhtk 
gratified- by a small pittance of pay, which was iregu- 
larly issued to them, that when they wfere afterwards 
entrngted wiA afiiis/^ir serrice was of material ad- 
tai^tage iri iMehding the peasants iroih the depreda- 
fions of the Wst of their t 
tection thus estaMiiihed, g 
the intfodtiction: of as miie 
destitute beings to procii 
Every change introduced 
contrived, as to produce i 

selves; hence tiieir attachment to Mr Clet^ffciid iWfe 
strengthened, and a desire was excited of'dOTviiig 
fresh Benefits from his liberality. A moniim^' 
erected to the memory of this valuable mra^, who 
8ied amidst these labours, attests the high estetemftr 
his character that was entertsdned by the Governor- 
General and Councir of Bengal. From it we learn, 
that this worthy person, " without hiktodshed, or Ac 
terrors of authority, employing only the means of 
conciliation, confidence, and benevolence, attempted 
and accomplished the entire subjection of the lawless 
and savage inhabitants of the jungleterry of Rajah 
Mahr- 

Much room is afforded in every part of India fof 
benevolent exertions of this kind. From Chunar t^ 
the Coromandel coast, hordes of savages range their 
native mountains, tlu'ough a tract of country extend- 

3 



Digitized 



by Google 



iBH many lUincbiid mUes-^^^Che; jMndodi.diuliAg whirii 
timy bwe eDQtiniidd in dut'Stete, fitupaasai idltndi^ 
tioo. From their slender ataquaintuice with the 
JBrahminical rites, they have been supposed more an- 
mmxH thin \hmAn^ establishment of that ^steiili. * I 

xl fit>m £un>petti testmo^ 

I not been eonfineti to the 

of liie EmI: in CaldiCta 

h Ipdia, we have alfeady 

of distinction have beeii 

anches of European leam- 

m; nor kas any dffiiculty 

; this kistructiois tethe» 

aasoidablj occasioned by 

uage between the teaqher^ 

bearcat proficienojf' latiely 

vmd/suifif imny of the English in the di&rent dialects 

oi the East, this difficulty is hegoming daily iess ; 

and in teaching the different trades and mechanical 

arts, it has ali|ieit entirely dis£4ppeared *. improved 

]NQ0€etees iQ^e manufacture of opium, indigo^ and 

saltpetre,- have been taught the natives witfa the safioe 

facility and expedition that the knowledge of thesis 

arts oould have been communicated to the inhabitants 

of any country in Europe. Ship'.biilkliug, practical 

Mathematics, and navigation, uhder European direc- 

1|ao, have, as we have alre^y seen, made no con<^ 

temptible progress among our Asiatic subjects, when 

* Becunse in these, abstract terms are iiot employed. 
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i>e lUiveit to IbA ihort period wixicb )nisdAp06^riii6C 
4imr allnition hm bem^ directed to ibmt haapOTtt^' 

It, Uieieforei in eteiy otfiet* deptrtttMt of iciebes * 
and learnii^ the skiH of Europeans has been of stidi 
wmgAm hm^ to kbe natives of ladSm, and itas pro^ 
Aieed iuGh sotolantM knpwyeiiiwli, can tfiere fl^ 
aaam any doabt, that it is eqaa% practkaiiAe J» 
insbnet tibifli in the prinoiplos ef feii|pon «*d?jii|fe 

If the Bussiosafies iwe beea unMbniily 
aaeoeasfid than any other class ef teacheigft it^ 
£ast^ does tiiere not thence ai^ a vei^ i 
aunapliim, either againrt theur own kaowhi^ 
subjetta wfaieb they have atteaipted to 
i^ittft die methods they have aidq[>ted tot 
eate thsir instnietians? 

But on the fimner part of this iillitofiiint it is ffaif 
kss neecUU to eniai^, as tiie preieift*%te of leadfr* 
wf^ among a constden^te port of l^e mtft^edtfing 
mnst have freqpieirtly evinced to every peraon cgv 
veiisaht trith thedi, not cmly a ivadt of Europecn 
icieaoe, bat» nvlM is more to be regfetted in Aeir 
s^tuation^ a rematltadble igpomnee of ioesi anSmf^' 
staKes^ And even of the eharacter and manners of 
the native ^ '' 
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^fi€i9t wimomry 48t«bli»fadicii49 in Hmdo- 
ond perhaps in the iSjBot^ yMve-MStimjifd uty(^> 
;taa(ices ap{taitti% the iikost aaofi^Ms. T\^ 
itere, hw^ver, sdcm vewitwd fruitiest and nv^iAaty, 
bj^tbe igiiaran<^ aod meptitade of t|ia tetkhers, mA 
1)^.)^ mdisoreet 2ea{y itlikhalaito^ ttie {Mjitdlei» 

, fc ■ ' 

^j^m^ of Ai^r, y/vbetb they first rnsid tH^ 

ti^uiBXixsej was distmguisfaed by a degree of fe€^ 

hhiftce 'altogether uncommon under Muhcftn^dan gcM* 

voMDeots. That monarch, who is still revered as 

tstus of Asia, nbt only afibrded ecfmi i^io- 

fo the ddhermtsdf every sifet, but dii«oyef«lii 

lof^^tion to betSDitie dcquamted ifkh the pi^ 

^mtB trhich 4^ftifigui^h«L^^ and at tlm 

shetved a pecuti^ prdcfileiJtiotir fdr l|ie^ 

Miia^^l^drifle^. 

Prompted by tMs curiosity, he wrWe Albitqueiiqffle, 
tti^ Portuguese v^oCToy, for certain Christian priests, 
toiteii^tt6hi|diMift«Agra. Thi^ mertiBfet* (rf 
ttte.Cri^tege 6i Jes^te irett diipMefaed to hilto dti dAi 
(tocaisioit : Jerdiliriio Xtwier, the teeter i«Go«t; ^fcm* 
itt^ Pigneiro, dnd l^enedkt de Gok Thdrrdiilep- 
tt^ ivtts krmvkWB, 2M well stiifed OitMe dignity <)f 
tfi BWttArth irho had ^efe ihe inviltelid*. A diarch 
waa built for these men, it was endowed for their 
$^dplj^6l%. Mid liberty wto granted to^e^tSi thefr doc- 
trine; a prii^ge which was continued durii^ seVerai 
^cc«wv« reigps. 
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Under the protection of 
desire, Jeronimo- wrote a d 
Christianity i^ainst the A 
translate into Persian, anc 
TrtUh. The worship of ii 
..|uperstitk>ns of the Church 
work, were held up as the 
only drew upon its author t 
vout Musselmans, but affbi 
gerous advantages over hii 
they made to it*". 

On this occasion Ahmed 
I lished a reply, entitled The 
\ which the Mahomedans not 
* over the Jesuit, but as the c 

cause: nor have the efforts 

Rome been able to alter the 

replies which it has since ord ^ 

this popular work. 

That the Christian religion, disfigured as it then 
was by the gross superstitions and Corruptionsi,af^e 
monks of the sixteenth century, did not spread in 
Asia^ is a circumstance that cannot justly be regret- 
ted : that the mysterious dogmas, and fanatical efiii- 
sions of som& of the still more ignorant declaimers 

* Vide the Lifii ^ Mahomed^ by Prideaux. Catalogue of 
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-viiO' bav6 succeeded them, have niad^ no getieral 
Nb^fwession, may be fegarded aa a fortunate circunn?- 
Mtence, since the mtxple doctrines of piety and mo- 
*mlity, as laid down in the scriptiiresj must have ea- 
1^ iW admission, as Well as happier effect, when they 
riiall hereafter be presented to the Oi^talsj uncon- 
fUmiinttted by such spuriotis admixture* 



S 
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SECTION XVI. 



THE SMALL SUCCESS OF VARIOtrS MISSI0]^|KBY iS" 
BOURS OWING TO THE IMMORAL LIVES O^^K 
CONVERTS AND TEACHERS. 

" .f * '■ • 

Perhaps the greatest difficulty in diffijsing the Cf<h 
spel in the East, will, in future, arise, not fro© 
the incapacity of the natives, nor even their unwill- 
ingness to receive instruction, but from tTfie proffigrte 
and unworthy conduct both of tSfe converts ^^m- 
sfelves, and of their European guides. Mr Terry, 
chaplain*t6 the English amb^^sador at the court of 
Shah Jehan, asserts, that he was prevented, fix)ni 
this circumstance, from ever attempting to conveirt 
any of the natives ; the lives of former proselytes 
having so frequently disgraced their profeallfta. His 
opinion has been thus strongly expressed fey M. 
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*thieveiiot : *^ II m' a'toujours pam qu'il -y-a fort peu 
de profit, par le maiivais example que les Chrestiens 
tear donneot— vivant dans un effroyable dissolution,, 
et s' abandonnans a toutes suites de debauches *." 

The coDfverts made by both the Dutch and English 
iri^ionaries, have been charged, for more than a 
century past, with much greater laxity of morals than 
fitfaer the MahoiBedans or Hindoos, according to 
Dr RfideMK t- Th^ influence of government being, 
in subsjequeat time% on the side of the teachers, has 
Ind'aufficieirt power to draw over to the profesak)n^ 
amny of the selfish and unprincipled, who are always 
n^j^ to jfip whatever party might best promote their 
Vvi«ws» «* 



IjOlfPllWtil or reli^ous instruction being in gene- 
id besto!^ upon the converts, previous to their as- 
sufiOB^ tine profession, they have too freqwntly ex- 
pmA their new faith to the scandal and reproach of 
tite' gentiles ; and have in some measure forced upon 
thcjp cK)nclu9ioflS unfavourite to its truth and use- 
\Mi^^; for it will^ perhaps, be always difficult to 
persuadfe Ae nations of the East of the superior ex- 
celleoce of our religion, so long as the lives of its 
parofeasors bold up to them an undeniable, objection 
to its influence in point of fact . The inference which, 
in such circumstances, they must unavoidably draw^ 



* Relation dc direrses Voyages. 
+ Life of Miihomed, p. 177* 

X 2 
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is of an opposite nature, namely, that th<t rel^^n 
which they ought to prefer, is that which produces 
the most virtuous, behaviour, and the most valuaMe 
men. 

From the over anxious zeal, however, of our Mis- 
sionaries, and their desire to swell the csitisSkupj^H 
believers, the number of such- nominal converts is fcr 
greater than is commonly supposed. After oojiftlttg 
every allowance for the exaggeration of the J^^rn^ 
their increase in China and Japan was rsLpM. I^'M- 
tenaive. In the latter country, iii particular, a few 
years after their establishment great appre^&m^ 
were entertained, lest the new converti^and !^||u 
teachers might overturn the estaWished gov5 
and this circumstance, some time after, gave' 
the most 6ruel persecution which is recordM^Mbe 
page of history*. The Emperor of ChSI'ifc'^ 
also greatly encouraged the settlement of-the^lfelj^ty 
of Jesus— a church was erected jvithin the pre^^ts 
of the palace, and the officers W'Ae govemn^ 
were encouraged to attend a rinlf&cftiEmtical schgbl, 
which these fathers were appoint^ to teach. *^Ifeir 
pretensioQ to the power of wxwrking miracfes, and 
their frequent interferences with political af&irs, pre- 
vented the diffusion of their doctrines, and subverted 
that influence which their knowledge must otherwise 
have secured. ■'* 

* Relation dc diverses Vayages, par M. ^wff cnot. 
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.. Tlip Dutch, nearly two centuries ago, nad no few- 
^ tiiiaa forty clergymen employed in their different 
^^^ttlemeuts ; and in the island of Ceylon, which did 
not then constitute above a tenth part of their Orien- 
tal possessions, they had eighty thousand professing 
Christians enrolled on the books of* their clergy *. 
ijOu the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, the number 
'^fi£ Portuguese converts must have been still greater ; 
.§>8«k is asserted of St. Francis Xavier, their first 
. jpi|||iiniTnrjr^ that he a}one baptised upwai*ds of a mil* 
l^a^^ihe infidels. 

*fii>i When it is considered, that in these early periods 

were no public schools, nor indeed any method 

iimmicating suitable instruction, for want of a 

ion language, it must necessarily follow, that 

Lter number of these professing Christians 

of that religion but the name. Tippoo 

IS^|ue|> expelled forty thousand of them from his do- 

/gpuons, under the aukward appellation of Kalli- 

\titaum; afaelfe, firom which it appears, that the name 

^j^lf was Ijgt imperfectly known in some parts where 

It Was professed f. 

# - " / 

The opinion of Sir Thomas Rhoe, concerning the 

converts of Agra, is recorded by ITjevenot, in terms 

xSufficiently expressive, although ^iii that city their 

number was far from being so great as in some others ; 

* Pride^tix's Tracts. 

f t^ide a Persian Tract on the Reyenuc of the Mysore. 

X 3 • 





Digitized 



by Google 



525 INDIAN RECBE4TT0NS. 

quelque diligence que j'aye pu fiure, je ti'aye po^ . 
vu dans ce pays un seul converty qu'on peut <fi#i 
etre veritablement Chrestien, et fort pen qui en tiatf 
profession, si ce n'est un petit nooatwe <pii a 0t^ bajp* 
tisc pour de Fargent, et entreteiRi par les Jesuks*. 

The number of proselytes, however, in the Y^ ] 
has varied at different times. In China, Japan, Mat- 
lacca, and the Phillippines, they were at one p^<|i 
in no inconsiderable multitude.. But the cloae $^^ | 
nity between the Roman Catholic ceremonies nm 
the rites of the Pagan worship, if they mskie ifie 
transition easy to the latter, offered at the same time 
many facilities and inducements to a relaps^. M^ 
cordingly Paganism has again resumed its seat % 
many parts where Catholicism had once been ei^ 
blished. There is in both systems the s 
plicity of rites and observances, and the ^ji^ w^ 
gleet of moral duties. Each pays an equal f es{^tt& 
days, meats, and external ablutions ; and cheristes 
the same reverence for the virtues of holy water, and 
a similar neglect or contempt of morality, , 

r 

A numl>er of converts of this description, ^ely 
dispersed among our heathen and Mafaomedan sub- 
jects in the East, are, perhaps, of all men the least 
qualified to adorn their profession by a suitable be- 
haviour, and to display the influence of true religiaa 
on the conduct of life. Hence flow the pMudices 

* Relation de diverses Voyages. ' 
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i^ainst'a system intrinsically excellent, which are 
known to exist among many even of the higher ranks 
of the natives. It is difficult to separate, in their 
minds, that ignorance and vice which is so irequent 
among the proselytes, from their profession itself. 
Their religion and its fruits are closely associated in 
iStie im^ination ; and this circumstance is perhaps 
alone sufficient to account for the small progress 
ii?|fch genuine Christianity has made in the East, 
^p^r the lahorious efforts of various classes of mis- 
iStixtaxms, for a. period of more than two hundred 

' ^T'he inferences which may be deduced from this 
jfecbunt of the different attempts that have hitherto 
Iwfen made to proselyte the Eastern nations, can 
COTV^^ittle fnore than negative instruction ; their la- 
boiprs ai^ to be regarded more useful as a wam- 
i^^an as a guide : from their example, however, we 
•jriay mfer, 

. I. That ho concessions can safely be made to the 
prejudices of the natives, by clothing our religion 
with' adventitious ceremonies, and new theological 
dogmata. The precepts of the Gospel are not only 
clear and simple, but perfectly consonant to the dic- 
^tes of reason. Its positiye ordinances are few ; to 
load it with a more complex ritual, would not only 
diminish its beauty, but would also obstruct its pro-' 
gresi^ and lesisen its usefulness. What would it avail 
the Hindoo, for example, were we to free him from 

' * * ' Digitized by CnOOQlC 
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the painful qj^servances of his own sysfbm, <3akf 
ipnipose a fresh yoke, perhaps equally galliag ; aodi-ii 
place up against him a new *^ writing of ordinances,'^- # 
hardly less difficult to bear. If he could not Uteralfy -^ 
look back to the " flesh-pots of Egypt," he wouU^ - 
like the Portuguese converts, relapse into his forxj&m. 
ritual, more congenial to his habits, and presentiagiil 
but little dilF^tjrence even to bis imagination * ? 

2. We may further infi^, from tl^e history igA^i 
Eastern missions, that the persons, selected ixj^tShA ^ 
instruction of the more cultivated nations of 0^1^.'' 
ought not to be men unacquainted with human ieani-w,; 
ing. Their skill in the European sciences .wa3 fktii 
great source of (hat respect and ^t^ntjoii wmqh ti^- 
paid to the Jesuit missionariea at the court offte-. 
Mogul, Bs well as at those of the Emperors o^gilpHpb 
and Japai^. They communicated in these pi^^j^l^ 
branches of knowledge highly useful j tli§y refotm^n. 

** Ample eonfirmation of the fact ijs afffH^ed lA several parts.- 
qf the Eastern world ; where, although the RoB^an ^tbolj^. 
ceremonies, and the profession of that faith was once &lv^ 
universal, yet scarcely a vestige of either is now to be t^rCed, 
In the Lettres edifiantes et curieuses, of the Jesuits, it was at 
one period boasted, that many thousand converts were made 
through almost all the {)rovinces of the Deccan, and particu- 
larly in Madura. It is certain, however, that the few tracei 
of Christianity t^ be discerned in these quarters are extre»ielj^- 
faint j or almost whofiy obliterated. If persecution cuad|€ated 
it from Japan and China ; in India, it seems to haf^^Qfn ^(f^ 
\)j a gradual assimilation to the superstitious sysl^0^ ^ 
country. 
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calendar,^aiid improved their skiU ii^stronom]^ 
|Bci>iiMi^)^aiatics : hence they were favourably recei-^ 
ved in the pakces of the great, and made several 
|pc«verts* among th0 officers of government^ whose 
protei^n they often found as serviceable as their 
^XJWAple vf^ powerful in influencing the opinions of 
itiie.»»iltitude. r 

^. In reviewing the various attempts that have 

itl^Siii-made to introduce the comforts of civilised life 

Vzioi^^vage tribes, it has almost invariably been 

fooMN^at the greater progress has been made, where 

fee r&fesionaries were either mechanics, or at least 

wlHi^ they began their efforts by teaching the more 

^dl|fl^: and useful trades. Men wholly illiterate, 

^1^1^ the rudest stages of social union, h£i.ve been 

iiltijtfiBuost entirely extirpated by the vices they had 

l&mfffi :&eta European intercoui-se, before they were 

al|fc>^ profit by their instructions. The few excep* 

tii^ from this melancholy fact, that have been yet 

r^orded, are to be discovered where trades-people 

add jpei^anics had beeti left among the natives, in- 

stelta of clerical or religious missionaries*. 



^ Tb^ idaqd of Otaheite ia the Soulli^Sea, has suffered a 
rapid diminution in the number of its inhabitants, since it was 
fillip visited by Europeans j to their intercourse may probably 
be ascribed the frequency of war, of intoxication^ and other 
sources of calamity. CapUin Cook estimated the inhabitants, 
inhk time, at 100,000 ; while at the period of the arriral o| 
the Duff they were reduced to 15^000, and by the last^cosnts 
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liastf y, iifB may infer from the conauct of :fon!MM 
missionaries, that the instructors to be sent amdnj 
the Oriental nations, ought to be men erf " quSet antf 
'^ peaceable lives," not disposed to intermeddle in tbA 
cabals of party, nor to interfere with the measure? 
of government. It was the neglect of this max^ 

from the missionaries, and Captain TurnbuH, they were rate^j 
ed to 500(X, The horrid practice of infanticide instead of ll^ 
ihg checked, had increased ; for it is a sserted, that the nropai^ ^ 
tion of males to females, is as ten to one. Vide T^moS's 
voyage round the world. The flute of the Sandwidi' lifliililli, 
^as becB almost, in every respect, the rererse of that of Hie^Ote* 
heitcan population. Among them the intercourse of Enropeips 
has brought about a gr^^ and rapid adyancemenl in ciVilisa* 
tion. Instead of fanatical missionaries, who could teadi thcin 
nothing within their comprehension, or conTiet;s and desert^s, 
who communicate every thing bad, they had Amerltftti^^tniBis 
who resided among them fourteen years. At Oviybee^ ^ 
principal island, the character of the prince, a man <^ ^tia- 
ordinary talents^ has happily coincided with every eflbrt&at 
was made for the improvement of the natiycs. This chief, 
named Tamahamad, is* paurtrayed like a second Peter flte 
Great, rising above his age, and the prejudices of savage Itfe; 
his genius seems formed to lead, rather than to urge fi#ward 
the progress of improvement among his people. Uifet|«re(l 
by the customs of his country, he has employed American and 
European artificers in constructing his palace after the stjlc 
and model of civilised life. By engaging his own subjects to 
assist in these labours, they have acquired considerable skill in 
the mechanical arts ; they have enabled him to increase his 
navy, a favourite object of this prince : and ^* I have no 
'' doubt," says Captain Tumbull, " that in very few years, 
*' he will erect these islands into a power very far fti>m des- 
•' picable.'^' 



Digitized 



by Google 



INDIAN RECREATIONS* SSI" 

that involved/ not only thp missionarie%themselve8 
in Japan, but their whole flocks, to the rigours of a 
persecution, the most cruel, which is to be met with 
in the whole records of history. In China and In- 
dia the new proselytes have sometimes beeni in dan- 
ger from a similar catastrophe, arising from the same 
eause. Cliristianity holds up no proscription against 
any particular forms of government ; but, supposing 
iii taay be useful, it powerfully recommends univer- 
iSal^^bmi^sion to the powers established, as " to the 
*' d^lMnce of God.** When taught in this manner, 
it.jlill^asses strong claims to the countenance and 
90ppi^rt of eyery government 



rwj- 




/*»s- 


">', 


'•:. • 




,* f 


V 


.♦ 





Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^ :; • 



f 

SECTION XVII. ••*'; 



1 



•F THE ADVANTAGES DEEIVED FROM THE INSTI- 
TUTION OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS-— CON CLUflOJ?, 

To conclude, since the grand object of ins|ruding 
and convertmg the Eastern world, Kaip^itherto nunsh 
festly baffled, all the efforts of the d^lferept^natii^ns 
who have acquired either terrkory, or influeS(i9^ in 
these regions, it must be inferred, that someUjjgqg. in- 
efficient or unsuitable has entered into all their foea- 
sures for effecting this great purpose : It must be 
evident that the true niethod of influencing the habits 
and opinions of that great mass of populatioo^irfias 
not yet been discovered, or at least has ntH^f^ been 
adopted. ^ii t; f 
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In a matter bearing so direct a reference to the 
comfort of millions of our race , it might be deem- 
ed presumptuous to dktate, and, in any private indi- 
viduals, perhaps bold, even to speculate . upon sp 
great and momentous a concern. To what we have 
silready advanced in a former part of this Essay, it 
may not, however, be improper to add, that this 
grand dbject can, perlmps, be only accomplished in a 
g^r«dual manner in Asia, a$ it has already been in the 
gl^test part of Europe ; and that it will be effected 
m!))el^ quarters of the world, by means altogether 
, i^lptti^ or exactly the same ; that is, by a general in- 
stitution of parochial or district seminaries of edu- 
cation. 

* In Europe, this measure has for a considerable 
wie^iji^n regarded as the only sure and effectual 
fO^thd^-of diffusing knowledge, and of influencing 
i^iinion among the great body of the people: In 
I- Afiia^ experience will probably soon demonstrate that 
"S^tb^e also it will be productive of the same happy ef- 
;. for, jn every counti-y, the great outline of hu- 
wants and advantages is so nearly the same, 
t^lPthe first are to be relieved, and the last promot- 
ed by means almost precisely similar. Ifowever 
strongly it may excite our regre^:^ is certainly cu- 
rious to contemplate the causes which may have with*- 
%awn the attention of our missionaries from this 
me&sime in the East, and which, have prevented them 
from adopting an expedient so obviously useful. 
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This accftaistaace of tloies 
learoing^ bov^^evefsxnaU, see 
them wfith a his^i idea of t)^ 
tiie ign^^P^ natives : Hence 
tertajoed the splendid hope 
tiie pagadi multitude by the ] 
qmncm alone; they blieved 
«t on£e supplaotng their crud 
by a rel^ious system, which 
&r superior, botia in truth aac 

In aotertaining these ma^ 
missionaries secau to have su 
supported by the example ai 
teachers of Christianity, who, 
eradicated superstition from 
after it had taken hold of the soil,^ by a thoua 
mifications, and who planted in its stead, sot i 
a new fekb,' but one which coutraverted the 
ceived notions of the ir 
that by pursuing similar 
plish the same important 
Apostles had ujniformly 1 
their own endeavours w 

the mighty consequence ^ ,. ' 

had on that accpunt termed them " the foolishness 
^^ of preaching ;" adding the express declaration 
that while they '* planted and watered," the increa«i 
was the gift of Heaven. 

3 
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The mftssioBaries for a wbile seemoot^veoi to liave 
ayychended^ much less to have foreseen and catcu- 
Iftted, the great difficulty in chas^mg the belief of a 
«iK)le people, whose minds were pc^x^upied hj a 
iiiffrareDt system, established by time and countenaced 
by authority: they were not aware, that the innuBieraiskle 
tdniies and rites c^ paganism are closely ii^iterwenren 
imk every circumstance of business aad of pleasure, 
HA that il is almost impossible* to lay aside the obser* 
ymxee of them, without, at the same time, renouncing 
tbereofltaneree of mankind, and the amusements of 
• These circumstances were overlooked , 
ijli^t have taught them that the mddcn con- 
'WsitHi (^ a multitude to a new system of ^suth and 
ppdice^ could only be effected by the aid of tha 
same power which had assisted the Apostles " in 
" t^^jSg ^^ hearts of the disobedient to the wis- 
•^'^dSWthejnst;' 

^The iaAoence and the resources of £uropear£S^ even 
Ml India, was at fir^ too slender ta countenance the 
idler of ereclang any general establishment for the 
int^^l^Biron of « youth. No adequate fund could tkeo 
be pjroyided for such j^urposcs,. and what w^y per- 
bapft^' still more essentially necessary to success, nq 
Mkldie class of inhabitants then existed in Asia,' like 
the native bom offepriBg. of Europeans, ixot aiiy in- 
teniiediate race, qualified like jt, to instruct the youth 
b me learning of both continents. 

* Gibbon's Decline and Fall, ^c. 
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In pursuiag tbat liae of conduct, which is still y0 
happily adopted^ .the first missionaries appear moffl 
excusable in these earlier periods than their success 
tors can be deemed at present In their time, the 
advantages of conferring elementary educaticHi oi 
tiie body of the people, were far from bemg general- 
ly understood. In tixe most civilised nations of .£$i- 
rope, parochial schools were then but partially esta- 
blished. In many countries, they were either un- 
known, or the introduction of them was dreaded, as 
a dangerous inlet to schism, heresy, and innq|irigiDiL 
It was not till after the decisive experiments o^M^ 
derick II. had demonstrated their beneficial eiBfects 
in the province of Silesia, that they were generally 
established throughout Germany and the ^jyistijao 
dominions. . 

From that period the establishment of achocds Im 
b^n to be considered as the grand remedy agauist 
vice and mendicity among the lower ordecft^ip every 
country of Europe. Their salutary influence in rc- 
moving.many of the most inveterate evils of soci^ 
lias been since felt and acknowledged, ahnqsteqigilly 
in every stage of its progress, from the utmost bar- 
barism to a state of the most perfect civilisatioji ; 
and, thcsfuture historian will find himself obliged to 
record its beneficial effects on the morals of Africa 
as well as of Europe. 

In the former country, according to th^ latest in- 
formation, it has become a pretty general wstosi 
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amofig the professors of tixe Mahommedan religfon, 
Co establish schools in the interior wilds of that eon- 
tmerit. By a report to a committee of the House 
of C^onimons, from the Directors of the Sierra 
Leone Company, we learn that about seventy years 
ago, a small number of Mahommedans estaWished 
themselves in a country about forty miles nortli of 
that settlement, called by them the Mandingo 
country. Agreeable to a general practice among 
the adherents of their faith, they formed seminaries, 
in*which the Arabic language and the doctrines of 
Maik>mmed were taught. 

" In these societies the customs of Islamism were 
iidbpfted, and in particular, that of not selling any of 
theu" children for slaves : laws founded on the Koran 
wCTe introduced ; those practices which chiefly mili- 
tated against population were abandoned; and in 
spite of many internal convulsions a great de^ee of 
comparative civilisation arid security were introduced. 
Thfe influx of inhabitants, as well as the inci^ase of 
populadon was rapid^ and the whole power over that 
pifirt of the country has fallen into the lumds of these 
Mahommedan teachers. Mway of those who have 
been tau^t in these schools are emigrating to the 
neighbouring. kingdoms, where they succeed to power, 
and introduce a considerable portion of their religion 
iasA laws, by eitehding the sa^oe system of scbQlastic 
Eist^tkm. 

v6l. in. Y 
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The ascendancy thus obtained by these Kfohom* 
medans, is so marked and powerful, that several oT 
the neighbouring chie& have adopted their luupes, 
with a view of drawing to themsel'c^s some share of 
that respea with which they are invested*. 

In Silesia, as we have already noticed, the eSstts 
of the trivial schooUy as they are there called^ have 
been still more salutary and cons{ncuous. Tb^ 
have there been established on better principdeSy mA 
have been conducted with greater energy and regular 
rity. The industry and virtue as well as elementary 
learning, which have been conferred on the inhabi- 
tants of that province, has tended rapidly to increase 
their number, and have uniformly kept pace with the 
extendon of these seminaries. So late as the ccm* 
quest 1752, there were but iew schools in Sile^<da; 
and these were in such a languid condition, that a 
few only of the peasants ntcre initiated in the com* 
mon branches of education. 

During the short space of forty years, that suc- 
ceeded this period, 3500 seminaries had been esta* 
blished, and almost the whole body of the pec^Ie 
had received some tincture of learning, as well a3 the 
ijdvaluable habits of industry and virtue. 

< Before the seven years war, the knowledge and 
curiosity of the people were so limited, as scarcely to 

* Winterbottom's TraTcls in Africa. 
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IMiig irtlb diitttod a sitlgle periodical publication; 
^ite ih lig9 seventeen literary productions, by the 
day; the week, or the month, had an extensive cir- 
culation^ and conveyed valuable infbrmatidh to the 
people oa many subjects immediately arid generally 
ifiefot. 

** Pnibably no country in Eufope," sccys an Ame- 
ticaik, firotn whom this statement is given, ^* could so 
tttfongly eonteist our superiority, in conferring learn- 
ing oti the pe6ple as Germany ; and she for this fa- 
Vdurtdble dfatinction is indebted principally to Frede- 
rick II By the zeal with which he pursued the pur- 
p6se of spreading useful knowledge among all classes 
of the people who were his subjects; by the influence 
of his example, and of his success, many thou3ands 
have been benefited far beyond the limits of hi^ do- 
liAiions •." 

tn Great Britain, where parochial schools have 
been so longhand so generally established, as in some 
measure to identify them with the constitution itself, 
we are, perhaps, uriable fiilly to appretiate their va- 
in^, or to ascertain exactly what portion of our ad- 
Vantages may be peculiarly derived from these insti- 
tutions. The general diffiision^of knowledge, of in- 
dustry, and of virtuous habks among the lower ranks 
of our citizens, has, however, been uniformly point- 

* Adam's Letters on Silesia. 
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ed out by foreigners, as the Bources npt mily of our 
unexampled wealth, but of that prepond»:'sAix^ in- 
fiuence which the Empire has obteined in the great 
community of nations. 

A race of intelligent individuals, they all^e, is 
continually emerging from the mass of the people ; 
ever ready to step forward and invigorate the raiib 
of our warriors and statesmen, as often as they hav& 
been thinned by accident, or enfeebled by 1uxuq|.^* 
Hence, they assert, has originated not only the igit 
exampled extension of our commerce, bat owr c«f 
brity in the different departments whether of *idftce 
or of war*. 



* UnliatppUy oar sthools though general, itaTO notbeea^mk 
TersaHy established eten in oar domestic empire^' -4oQiefiBr« 
sons have urged, and with much plausifoitity, timt thedisiiac^ 
ed and frequentlj: unsettled state of Ireland arises chiefly fron 
the want of a sober and rirtuous education rendered accessible 
to the children of the peasantry. To ascribe its dfeturbaDoes 
to any political cause, or peculiar grievance, and to hsM «p 
this to the multitude, may serre th^ purposes of the fwB&tm^ 
but such a position is tbtaHy unwarranted by c?ery fact Tke 
laws by which that part of the united kingdom is goTeroed, 
are, with a very few exceptions, precisely the same with those 
which regulate Middlesex: The government admkMering 
them consists of tlie same persons; there can,, thereiore^ eiiit 
no political grievances but such as are Mt in e^^ery other 
part of the empire. Tha grossest immori^ty, idleness, and 
intoxicatibn, they assert, prevail among the lower ranks; aad 
where there is a total want of education and food priaci]^. 
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In whatever degree we may ciredit these general 
observations, on the utility of public instruction, they 
are tinquestionably HKwre pccuiiariy applicable at pre- 
sent to the northern part of the island ; where, from 

y 3 

it is ^asy to pfiarsnade the multitiidey that government) and no^ 
tteir own Tices, is the cause of their misery. , From the want 
qf^ established parochial seminaries in several parts of England 
Hke poor of some districts have greatly encreased, and the 
fttixm for their support hare arisen to an enormous sum. Per. 
lips ihe multifarious, contradictory mass, called the poor 
Wt*9 wHI filially be superseded by one simple regulation, 
pr^iding a genenU education) and suitable employment fof 
the children of the lower classes. Nothing but the length of 
time since the first establishment of these laws, and the most 
inreterate prejudices which from this circumstance hare taken 
hold of the people, could compel them for a single year, to 
flibaHt to a system so incongruous, inefficient, and hostile to 
indsstry 4uid virtue. A sum of so many millions held up an^ 
onally as a bribe to idleness and vice, throws a deep stain up. 
on the kaowledge and political economy of the country. — 
The reputation of charity and humanity which this bounty 
has been supposed to confer upon the nation, has been great. 
fy mtannderfttood, or most injudiciously bestowed ; since the 
Biifliber of poor in Englaad has encreased to a tenfold pro. 
^rtion of what would have existed under a system less mise- 
rable and injurio)is in its effects upon society. Ii) India, as 
well as in Europe, there is a considerable portion of Enaum 
or Charity .lands set apart for the maintenance of the poor ; 
iBttid th^^ if they had not been misapplied by the corruption 
itf the officers appointed Ui manage them^ they would have 
produced the same baneful effects on the mor^s and industry 
of' the people, as those which have been invariably seen to 
result ttovx jthem in Europe. 
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the happy coustitutioii of its parodiid schoo)js^^ vf rj^ 
considerable portion of Uterature is placed wit^ tbji% 
reach of the poorest individual^ of the commuoity ^ 
and wherp .0iat shaf e pf kijowledge thus diflfusecj a^ 
mong the commonalty, f^n alone account for the 
uncommon proportion pf the inhabitants, which, in 
^hnost every quarter of the world, has arisen tp:isriealtji( 
and distinction. The Count Faujus de St. Fond faa^i 
jidmitted this fact, so honourable to this country, by 
asserting, that tp the migration pf our citizens intp 
foreign countries, these nations are frequeut^ly i^idebk 
ed &r th^ brightest ornaments which thfsy pQ$s^^^ 
fmd Dr. Curqe, in ^ late work, has perhaps assigQe4 
the true cause of this acknowledged fapt : he has a^ 
cribed it tp the liberal and virfuous education so ge? 
perally bestowed on the pommon pepplef- 

Since, then, the institutiop of public seminaries, 
for the instruction pf youth, has beep so eminently 
beneficial in every country where they have been iuir 
troduced a^d supported ; and §ince their effects hay? 
been found sp peculiarly §alutary aipontg the inhabir 
tants pf Great Britain, may we not hope that ^ time 
will soon arrive, when these establishments shall be 
no longer confined tp our domestic empire : that the 
period 30 earnestly desired by the pious and benevor 
lent, shall be no Ipnger de^rredi ^hs^n the native 
subjects of our foreign dpnnniona shall be perrpitte^ 



• * yide Ills Mineralegical Tour, 
f The Life of the Poet Burns. 



Digitized 



by Google 



I^DIA^ RECHEATIONS. 343 

to fhare in a public benefit, that has been so long 
enjoyed by the parent state, and proved so eminent- 
ly useful? 

If it be too sanguine to affirm, that the remote 
And independent nations of the Eastern world can be 
€dl instructed and improved by any effort of ours, 
still it ought to be remembered, that tb^e are many 
wide and populous tActs in that quarter of the globe 
(so close in our connection,) who have now a direct 
elaim upon our aid, and from whom, without inhu- 
manity, we ccuinot withhold our best endeavours tc 
communicate a share of whatever religious or moral 
knowledge we may possess. 

Were itpossibld to transfer, unimpaired, the whole 
i^irit of our scholastic institutions, and their disci- 
filine, to the regions of Hindostan, is it very ex- 
travagant to suppose, that they might there multiply 
and invigorate the languid seminaries of our native 
subjects ; or that they m^t operate powerfully, as 
they have done every where else, in disseminating 
knowledge, virtue, and true religion among the innu- 
merable multitudes of Asia? This measure might 
soon draw atler it, (if it does not actually imply) a 
daily, and weekly instruction from the school, the 
press, and the pulpit : and if it be possible to renew 
the energies of an indolent jand corrupted people, it 
ipight prove the means of finally rescuing them from 
th^t abyss pf {lyverty am mp&^^iiiiTnf ia which. ign#^ 
- ' y4 
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jfance and Vi(*e, more than any other cause, have eoftw 
tributed for many ages to detain them. 

These suppositions imply no impossibility : and as 
far as the instruction of the British subjects in Asia 
is concenied, the task may be difficult ; but by rtb 
means so desperate, or Utopian, as some have reprc*^' 
sented it. Of the propositions which ar« submitted 
in this Essay, it may be asdertAi, that none are isil^ 
practicable; since it is certain that every one of thett 
has already beep axbpted, and put in execution, oa 
a scale more qr less extensive. The plans above t^ 
commended, if th^y have not the ambiguous merit 
of novel^, may all claim the negeH^ii^ commendatfMi 
of being neither dangerous, nor altogether useless! 
for some benefit has already been derived from 
their partial adoption ; and, perhaps, in no one dbse 
have they eitbe^r wholly miscarried enr proved o^ 
riotts. 

From the foregoing aketcfa, imperfect as it may 
seem, it may be obvieusly mfen^, that ^ fy 
greater part of the British subjects in the East are 
greatly removed from a state of primitive i^arbansoii 
they are settled in fixed habitations, collected ifllo '- 
cities, accustomed to subordinatidri, and in a consi* 
derable degree acquainted with the arts of civili^ 
life. To improve farther those who have alread) 
,made so many advances to^vilisation, is certainly a 
much easier lisk Uian to ciiktvate auctt as remain io 
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,1 state uttMply faarbtroKS *. Hie instructkm already 
IMAmunicated to the HiinlooSy in 4nimy of the moM 
ftteful of our arts, aeems fully to warrant this obser*- 

ij It has been seen also, that the natives of Hindo- ^ 
JmOf though neither so mild not placid in their man* 
^pei^ as some have asserted, are a submissive and 
. parent people : this aspect of their character sug* 
I'gpta a hope, that judicious and moderate schemes 
^iaCjpiprovement, may either prove successful, or if 
fsxmd abortive, will not excite that turbulent resist* 
] iii€c;,,,nor those disastrous consequences, which are 
[ fso^^itftljF Apprehended in almost every other case. 

^aother. finvourable view of tliis sul^ect arises from 
diat, wonderful degree of uniformity of manners and 
msUtutionsi which j»revails throi:^ almost the whole 
of the British territories in the East One general 
schan^ of improvement mi^y be found applicable to 
tbe^ whole of her extended empire. That variety of 
pla|9», iuid complexity ci measures, which mi^t di* 

* Thii statement seems to recdTe confinnation from the 
ac^iM coodition of the iaksUtiiits ^ New Holland. The in^ 
iercovjie of Buropeuis lias made very little impression upon 
ibepj and from all that wd can learn, has afforded no improve^ 
ment. In North America, manj whole tribes of savages have 
been wholly extirpated bj the too close yicinity of their Eu^ 
vopean neighbonrs ; while it may be donbted^ whether such as 
hare surriTcd in othei tribes, have yet feK »f^%diMAt ame^ 
lioration of tiieir wietched condition. 
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sfimofc the Atteatkm of govemaent, or isltmfcm iritli 
etch other, will be found as unnecessary as it vrtmU 
be unsafe^. Hie umformity of language in Hinder 
Stan affords another great facihty in the meatisis 9i 
communication with that part of Asia. The spoken 
dfalscis are few, and apparendy irom o^ eoimiKm 
OTigin ; the written language throughout die whole df 
India is almost universally the same ; a matter of no 
small moment in the commvracation of Imowieic^. 

: Many oth^ apparently favourable eircumsliuict^ 
for the instruction and improvement of the EmtefA 
world, might easily be enumerated ; some of a p<^ 
maneut, oAiers of an incidental * nature : w|ii]^' tiid 
grand obstacle to all improvement, which teas. beea 
supposed to arise from H^ boasted perdamnboy of 
Oriental manners, must be gmatiy lessened by^^ 
contemplation of some late events in Indiai." 31k9 
reformer Nanuck ;lms proselyted to a nev^i^faitb 
almost the whole of the Panjab ; a terriftjry, ifOm il« 
sjluation, of greati importance, and of a pNqpDStiOll^ 
able extend to that which, in Eunope^ has miikife^ 
the doctrines of the reformation. This extraOrdisiiy 
task has been accomplished T^ith but very few wiWe 
means of success : may it not therefore be hoped, 
from the dignified position which the ^tish pow$r 
now holds in the East, and the commanding influence 
which it is known to possess, that its measures will 
be received with respect ; and that the splwdid vic^ 

* MitcheU's Essajr. 
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paries 80 reeently {^tctnaved, having greatly enooeasedv 
^ co»nQCtion with Upper India, may, at the same 
ime, have opened to us, in the Pai^ab, a wide field, 
vbicb in future may signalize the labours of £uro«> 
yemMi teadiers, by presentii^ to them a vast country 
wh&icei no Brahmbical prejitflices, nor hereditary 
priejaJsood can obstruct their progress. 

^kmicUt so many concurring circumstances, of a 

favourable kind, the zeal spread throughout Great 

Bntain, at present ardent, ou^t not to be sufiered 

ti> en^porat^ without attempting some new effmts in 

fa^your of her Eastern subjects. To neglect so happy 

an opportunity, as that which seems now^to be pre- 

arated to Ijer by the " Ruler of Naticms," would 

be an injustice to herself, as well as undutiful to the 

many millions ^' whom Providence has cast into her 

arms, for their protection and welfiure. *" Whatever 

may be attempted, whether particular efforts may 

hereafter succeed or prove abortive, the wise and 

cmsiderate have this consolation left^ that hummi 

intercourse 13 never left without resources; but is 

Qnibdoed, by its very author to become, by its own 

aoergiea, the source of mutual improvement among 

^ the different classes pf which piir race is com- 

ppsed. 

♦ Sir Waii^m JottCB's Work . 
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Of the truth of the greater part of the positfow «• 
tempted to be proved in the foregoing pages of ftis 
tract, the author from having been for several years 
an eye witness of Indian manners, had the foflest 
proof and conviction: For this reason, chiefly, the 
ostentatious display of documents and authori&s to 
confinn his reasonings or to authenticate the fects 
has been avoided. Abundance of these, might, no 
doubt, have been adduced ; but as they coultf ftrhiisb 
no additional evidence to his ovm mind; hii'\m not 
aware that they might have aiForded greater (kiofi- 
dence to the reader who had not the same previous 
impressions. 
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The ftioM iid^natft of the pitcfedldfitaij^ents 
aad facts df« du^icftd fnrhicipMIy . kf ^^HkbTidh thes6 
ctifferefitpcfinfe; nanMieiy, thttt fhefei^ a p0S^&i% 
of improvkig tte CfOTidftkm of &6 i^tives of Iildk, 
b^ ^mil^shbg tiMir aAnk», ^atfH iSm i^reventiDg 
yf9T ; decotidly, that such imp^dvemeBts it i^y be 
pra^ctUe ed^idCroduce kto their agric^ur^ sykenaf 
as might, (in thelaMite i^ions of It^Ui) atato^ en^ 
tirelj eradicate the calamity of femine ; and lastly, 
^t virteous Mbits^ as- well ^ useftil lisi&wtedge may 
be comnniufn^ted to tbtf people, by e^tal^ishlng in 
#adi district, proper ^mftaaries 6f education. SucB 
^ ha^e actualfy witnessed Ike effects <^ European 
government have certainly little need of accumulated 
^itodfs 16 establish any, or all of these feets. They 
halve ^e^ the kihabitants multiplyii^ rapidly around 
afl ^[^ European Settlements : war and insurrection 
becoQHi^ Jess frequent ; and in pK>portion as Euro- 
pean aJseendancy has been strengthened, greater in- 
do&try, as well as liranquUKty arer beginning to pre- 

These appearances of renovating progj)erity, after 
the dreadful devastation^, revolts, and massacres^ that 
ha^ so long beeifj perpetuated atnong the native 
prixices, are described with much energy and pre- 
cision in a letter from Lord William Bentiuck to the 
Marquis Welieslfey ; we sel^tit as a recent addi- 
tion to ti^ numerous documents of the same nature 
that are to be found in the accurate narratives of Mr 
Orme. 
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your Excellency the a4drefls <tf the wbabitants vi tim 
settleiiiMt» on ^^ sfd^iadid termination of the Mwk^ 
ratta war. I feel .|| almost, sopei^uous to exprew 
my entire C(HM:u|rrailce in the sentimei^ of thi^ nae^ 
ing. As an EkigUshoan, I ni09t admire and be gPitP* 
fid to the mcn^ wbo:have raised my coiinlry to 90 
high a pitch (tf i^rojperi^ and '^Qiy. 

'' Extendwg, however, the ^w beyond tito tamMh 
diate prospect of our national advantages, it is mont 
pleasing to reflect, that, the result of this war affi«ii 
a hope of equal benefit to the great mass of tbe 
people, whose rulers have been conqu^ed. If the 
annals of the Indian history are retraced, s^nd |iioi[e 
particuJjEyrly Ae events of the later yearsy itwili be 
found that this va^ peninsula has presented one €fMr 
tmued scene of anarchy and misery. Contfant revor 
lutions, without even a professed legitimate olgec^ 
have succeeded each other. Wars of great and pet^ 
chieftains, unwarranted in their origin, and unpria- 
cipled in their conduct, for the sole object cS robbery 
and plunder, have depopulated and laid waste Ibe 
general face of this unhappy country. Justice, order, 
consideration of public and private rights, no wJbeie 
appear in relief of this melancholy pklt^te. 

'^ Happily a pm-iod has arrived to these barbarom 
excesses. For the first tipae, the blessings of univer- 
sal tranquillity ^may be expected. Hiat system ci 
India, which wcmld compudioiKl in one bond of mo* 
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^'tmA^^efjsneef and reciprocal forbearance, the preda- 
^**iry- chiefe of this great empire, deserves the admira- 

tSdfi of all die civilized world. ITiat system, one of 
' ^bsc noblest efforts of the wisdoqn and patric^m of a 

•0ob|ect, which has founded British greatness iipon . 

Indian happiness, demands, in a particular manner^ 

the thsuiks and applause of the country.*' 

The TOggestions advanced concerning the improve- 

nueat of the Hindoo husbandry, and the means re- 

csbujliinended tor the prevention of famine, will, per- 

■Ittps, appear to some persons stilt more romantic an4 

impracticable than the scheme proposed for reducing 

Ae number*of the native armies, and promoting tran* 

quillity.' That such olgections should be urged, must 

liot be deemed surprismg ; they ought rather to be 

^pected : for only a few years have lapsed, since 

tfee period when, in Britain itself, it was deemed 

i^c^ent husbandry to lay down the lands to pasture^ 

9&eT being scourged to barrenness, without either a 

^neen crop, a fallow, or even a handful of hay-seeds. 

The present practice in Soodand is so different from 

timt in use forty years ago, that the recommendation 

of it at tliat period must have been regarded as still 

more romantic and absurd than any plan held up 

for the adoption of the Hindoos in the preceding re«^ 

marks. A^caltural practices differ so much in dif^ 

fin-ent districts, and at various periods, that there 

must alway# be some who object to every innovadon, 

as either impracticable or dangerous. These persons 

bold ttp with great triumph the prcyudices of the Asi-^ 

VOL. III. a 
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aticsy their superstition, and their veneration, for an- 
cient use, as insuperable obstacles to all improve- 
ment The state of China, where the people labour 
under the same obstjpate attachment to ancient; cus- 
tom, and are guided by prejudices equally stroi^ 
clearly demonstrates all such arguments, however 
specious, to be really destitute of all solidity. 

The sketch laid down in the Ayeen Acbery of the 
general management of rural affairs during the re%n 
of Acber, will shew in what state the Hindoo hus- 
bandry actually has been ; and a very brief accouat <rf 
the rural economy of China, will demonstrate ttf 
what perfection, in a similar climate^ and in circum- 
stances equally unpromising, it^^T^^^ be carried. 

The materials for this purpose are scanty ; fiurtu- 
nately, however, they are of good authority, and per- 
fectly decisive with regard to the agricultural state of 
the country. The testimony of the Chinese in Cal- 
cutta; of Dr. Dinwddie, of the Chinese embassy; 
and above all, the account of Sir George Stanton, 
clearly establish the v^st population of that emjAre. 
There caii be little reason altogether to discredittbe 
account of that Mandarin, who stated the population 
of the fifteen provinces at 333 millions : the number 
.of large towns and populous districts through which 
the embassy passed, with every particular of their 
rural economy mentioned, all tend to cprroborate 
this estimate, enormous as it may seem. « 
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The -surface of China seems not onlv cultivated to 
the utmost ; but, almost in every place, it is the cul-^ 
ture of the garden transferred to tlie field. The oc- 
cupancy of farmers, who are in many casessmall pro- 
prietors, generally consist only of a few acres, conti-^ 
nually in crop : there are no large capitalists farming 
extensive disti'icts. Throughout the whole country 
you observe few cattle, and almost no inclosures. 
The small supply of cattle and slieep brought from 
Tartary, are fed in the liouse on chopped straw : so 
little milk, butter, or cheese, is made, that there was 
some difficulty in procuring a small supply of these 
articles for the use of the embassy. 

From excessive papulation, and* the scarcity of ani^ 
mal food, the poverty of the great body of the peo- 
ple' is as conspicuous as the meanness of their fare. 
Great numbers are forced to live upon the water, on 
what they can there procure. This is more particu- 
larly the case on the numerous rivers and canals 
which intersect the country in all directions. On a 
single branch of the Pehio, (or white river), where 
the embassy passed, 10(),0(iO men were found in 
the junks and different craft that plied the stream ; 
yet these form but an inconsiderable portion of the 
people who live entirely upon the water in other 
parts *. Even the cmbai;ikments of rivers, where they 
are raised up to carry shipping over the hollows, 
are not lost to husbandry. Those of the Euho are 

* Vide Sir George Staunton's Chinese embassy. 
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laid out in gravel walks, and slopes, upon which are 
planted fruit-trees and all kinds of culinary vegetables. 

The canals, though they run in every direction, are 
crowded dther with towns or miUtary stations, on 
their banks, at very small distances. From this cir- 
cumstance, the police of the country is so perfect, that 
theft or robbery is seldom committed, thou^ the cot- 
tages are unguarded. Their dwellings are construct- 
ed, in the country, of mud for the walls, with krix 
and straw for the roof; in the towns, the walls are 
brick, and the roofe of tiles ; hardly in any case are . 
there windovrs of better materials than oiled paper. 
These dwellings, mean as they appear, are tolerably 
neat, and, in a temperate clii^ate like China, are 
found not uncomfortable. Each cottage has a gar- 
den attached to it, and conveniences for rearing ho^ 
and ducks, two great articles of Chinese live stock. 

ITie great aim of the Chinese fiirmer is the raising 
the largest possible quantity of food ; for this end, he 
conducts all operations with spirit and the strictest 
economy. The wh^tfis either sown in drills, or is 
dibbled ; the number of hands necessary for this 
purpose is of great advantage ; while the saving of 
seed by it has been computed to be no less in quan- 
tity than the whole annual subsistence of all the peo- 
ple in Great Britain. Wheat is made into vermicelli, 
or soft cakes, by steam ; but rice is the favourite food 
•-^this, with vegetables and garlic, is the gmnd sus- 
tenance of the common people. Their method of 
3 
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planting, watering, reaping, and threshing this^ crop, 
shews their husbandry to much advantage. By con- 
stant irrigation, they are enabled to raise two crops 
in the year, of all kinds except sugar. The land un- 
der this crop lies for a short time unoccupied in win- 
ter ; but they admit pf no fallow, for the same field 
is cropped from age to age. 

In order to sustain the fertility of the soil during 
constant cropping, means of procuring manure are 
practised, which have never been thought of by any 
other people — all animal excretions are carefully col- 
lected in vessel* sunk in the road sides. The dust 
from the roads is gathered up and sold — ^human ex- 
crement, urine, and the very^ soap-suds used in sha- 
ving, are collected with care. But the grand effort for 
preserving fertility is irrigation ; mills, chain-pumps, 
and embankments, are frequent in every province — 
and the husbandman, when he repairs to the field, is 
as regularly fiimished with a scoop for watering, or 
a band-pump, as the European laboiurer with a hoe 
or spade. The practice of watering is a complete 
and well arranged system. 

From lands thus diligently cultivated, and in con- 
tinual crop, a vast quantity of sustenance must be 
produced; yet all is insufficient for the population of 
China, where every animal, clean or unclean, is used 
for food. The grub which preys on the roots of the 
sugar-cane is an article of food ; and, after winding 
off the silk from the worm, that insect is devoured in 

% 3 
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its aurelia state. In the mountainous parts,- which 
only can be spared for raising timber, the cones of 
the larix, the most common tree, are used as a part 
of diet. Nor oxe all those means found adequate to 
the consumption ; mountains and rocks, are bared of 
their soil, which is carried to parts better litted for 
cultivation ; and the sidesof hills are terraced for 
the raising of grain, in a country the remotest parts 
of which are filled with people. 

>j 

The most approved practices, and the souiKlest 
priiiciples of good husbandry among European na* 
tions, ai'e found totally inapplicable to the circum- 
stances, of this singular people. It has been proved 
by irjTsistible arguments, as well as good practice, 
that horses, in most situations, are more advantageous 
for the teanri in England than oxen *: in China, this 
reasoning would be absurd, and the practice ruinous. 
There a pair of horses would eat up the whole suste- 
nance of the family ; even a single bullock cannot ri* 
ways be afforded for the plough : in some cases men, 
but oftener women, draw the plough, while the peiv 
son who holds it, must at the same time be employed 
in sowing the seed. All our rules for the construc- 
tion of the implements of husbandry are thus doac 
away, since the more slender, they may, in such cir* 
cymstances, prove more useful ; nor will the Chinese 
plough, contemptible as it appears, be deemed an 

♦ Vide Report for Northumberland, by Messrs, Butliean^ 
CuUey, . ' . 
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improj5er instrument, when the nature of the w6rk to 
be executed is kept in view. 

' A fanner's wife drawing a (Aough of three or four 
pounds weight, in a possession of as many, acres, are 
circumstances which, however absurd to us they may 
appear, are vouched by eye-witnesses of the first re** 
spectability, and constitute a part of that husbandry 
which supports, if not the most wealthy, certaihly the 
most populous empire ever recorded in the anndls of 
the human race. The taxes on land, paid by these 
farmers, amount from ten to twenty per cent. ; and 
the rent paid to the proprietor, is said to be about 
one half of the produce. 

After all these operations on land, it is doubtfbl 
whether, on the same space, it yields an equal pro- 
pOTtion of food to that which is drawn from the water. 
All stagnant waters, as well as the rivers, are stored 
with fish, some methods of catching which are pecu- 
liar to the Chinese. The Hew-tze, or fishing cormo^ 
rant, is employed for this purpose. The boats are 
innumerable, and ten of these animals are employed 
in each: Aft^r diving and catching their prey, their 
fidelity is secufed by a ring, which is placed around 
tlie neck, ill order to prevent them from swallowing 
what they have taken. Aquatic animals are also taken 
in great numbers, and particularly ducks. After tlie 
method of the Hindoos, the fowler conceals his whole 
body in the water except thtt head, which is inserted 
into a pumkin, with openings for the '«yes ; in this 
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maimer he is suffered to approach till be can puU 
down the animal under water by the feet Many in- . 
habitants of boats live with their &milies entirely 
upon water, and. supply themselves with vegietables, 
which are raised <m) a floating terrace, supported by 
a kind of basket-work underneath. Some of the 
lakes in China, wiiich are peopled in this manner, 
ar« of great extent ; and the canals are far superic»^ 
to every !3fibrt of a similar nature, that hath hithaix> 
been exeauted by human skill ; the imperial canal 
alone, extending the length of five hundred miles^ 
over valleys, and through mountains, that seemed to 
bid defiance to all navigation. 

Two very important branches of rural economy, 
which ate almost peculiar to the Chinese, and which 
afford employment to a vast number of hands, are tt^ 
productionift of tea and silk. The tea plant m raised 
generally on mounds, clefts, and hiils, that are in« 
capable of other cultivation ; when cultivated by tiia 
hand of the farmer, it is planted in rows four feet 
asunder, arid dressed with all the correctness ef 
Chinese hui^ndry. Vast tracts of land are employ* 
ed in raising this product, which affords the universal 
beven^e of all ranks, and which lessens the destruc- 
tive appetite for spirituoi;^ hquors. The chachaw, 
or ftower of tea, camellia sesanqua of Linnaeus, gix)ws 
on the mountain tops : it is mited with tea by way of 
impro^Qg it3 flavour, and affords a fine aromatic oil. 
The operose process of rdlmg and roasting the tea 
for pri^j^rvatiw, affords employment to many other 
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ImbAs besides those of the farmer, from the great 
number of iron and earthen plat^ made uie of for 
this purpose. 

One halC perhaps, of all the labour in China may 
be termed inrdoor work, and is performed by the 
women : they raise mulberries, feed worms, spin cot- 
ton, and are almost the only weavers: They are fre- 
quently not permitted to sit at table, btit are confined 
to drudge like menial servants. In many provinces 
their teet are crippled from their infancy, so that 
they are necessarily confined in whatever employ^ 
ment they may be placed. 

Thou^ the Chinese are chiefly employed in culti- 
vating rice, Indian corn^ and millet, yet in the variety 
ofch^ps they, are not inferior to the ryuts of Hin- 
dostan; and in almost every branch of husbandry 
they are greatly superior. This appears consj^uous 
in the neatness and regularity with which the former 
cultivate the sugar cane, a favourite crop of Jboth na-- 
tions. I have frequently compared the size of their 
cane with tli^at of Bengal, of which it is nearly four 
times the size. This is partly owing to the better heart 
in which they keep their fields, but probably still 

^ more to the planting it in rows, and careful hand- 
hoeing. The free admission of air to all their standi 

. Jng com, is an important consideration with the Chi- 
pese cultivator, and for this he probably is imtebted 
for the peodiar health and richntss of Ws crops. The 
medication of their seeds ia c^rpod wat^, they alsa 
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consider as necessary to good husbandry ; And tbeit 
turnip crops were Remarked by Sir George Staunton 
to be uncommonly vigorous, which he imputes to 
this cause ; in this, however, some of the best judges 
think he is mistaken : the fly cannot be prevented by 
it ; since that insect preys not on the seed, but the 
early leaves. 

The demand for wood, in architecture and in the 
ioonstruclion of shipping, as well as for agricultural 
purposes, must be vei^ great, in so vast a society ; 
but here the Chinese economise as in every thing 
else ; they, like the Hindoos, make use of the bam- 
boo for many different purposes, in which no Eu- 
ropean could suppose it fit to be employed. They 
possess about sixty varieties of this tree, which is ap-' 
plied to far niore than an equal number of purposes. 
Their machinery for irrigation are almost wholly of 
this timber, though many of those machines are large 
and powerful, raising upwards of three hundred tuns 
of water in twenty-four hours. Their household for- 
niture, roofs, and masts, are almost all of this wood, 
both in India and China; which, by its quick growth, 
speedily becomes of use, while the raising of an 
equal quantity of other timber would require more 
than twenty times the space of ground, as well as 
much longer time. Of the toughness ^d durability 
of this tree, we have evidence in the specimens that 
are brought to Europe ; but no man will obt&in be- 
lief in stating its quick growth, to such as have not 
cesided in a tropical climate. 
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The agriculture of China employs, ao doubt> a 
greater number of hands than any other profession^ 
yet we must allow, that the. elegant manufactures of 
that country, in silk, ivoiy, lacker, aod • China-ware, 
must furnish employment to a number, perhaps equal 
to all the operative classes in Europe. In some dis- 
trictsj.the workmg up of quartz, feldspath, and mica, 
bto that beautiful article which derires its name frcnn 
the country, is itsidf a stupendous operation ; for we 
are Md, that at Kin-te-Chin three thousand &maces 
are lighted up at one time, for the manufacture of 
pwcelain only* .^ : 

Jf any are disposed to qestion the efficacy of that 
scholastic discipline which in this Essay is recommend-^ 
ed for the youth of British India, the answer is obvious 
and irresistible ; the plan has already been tried; aiKl 
with happy success. Many of the natives have al- 
ready? been taught, oot only reading, vnritmg, and phi- 
Icdogy, but are considerably versant in mathmiatics 
and history. In the College of Fort-William, nearly 
eigirty Moonshees and Pundits made such progress, 
sd tQ^ he, very useful in teaching the junior servants of 
|he Cpmpany. Gofcun Hotsdein. Khan, who lately 
died in the t^hbourhood of.Gayah, was a* historian 
of sufficient nierit to have raised bim to eminence 
even in ^urqpe^ His Seer Mutakherreen, " or His- 
tcffy.of his ow|i Times,'* is equally clear and interest- 
ing as t}Mtt of Burnet : His characters are better de- 
lineated, while the language is more di^ified, and 
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more free from coloquiai quaintness and vulgarity. 
Wretchedly as this woilc has been translated into cmr 
language, it has yet afforded more information on 
the state of India than the writings of any author of 
the present age. 

Tufiussil Hos^in Khan, a late nobleman, who exer 
cuted many difficult and important difdomatic finK>* 
dons, under the government of Mr Hastings, affords 
another splendid proof of the attainments of which 
the Asiatics are capable in European learning. The 
Latin, French, and Italian, as well as En^sh Ian* 
guage, were familiar to this accomplished statesman. 
His translations of Addison and several of our clashes 
are executed with equal taste mid accuracy; the 
charge against the Orientals of tasteless floridity, of 
undiaste ornaments, and of inaccurate and superfi- 
cial knowledge of all scientific learning, by his i/viit* 
ings, has either been greatly weakened or completely 
overthrown; 

Several letters of this extraordinary person have 
been preserved by his friend and correspond^t in 
Britain, Mr David Anderson. One is inserted as a 
specimen of their merit; the more willingly, as it 
gives some account, towards the close, of his *)wn 
studies, after he had finally retired from the busy 
scenes which engaged him while he acted as a poli- 
tical agent of our government^ and Ae prktm Mini- 
ster in the government of Oude. Of this tetter, ori- 
ginally Persian, the following translaticm is nearly li- 
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teral* : After the usual compUinents he thus pro^ 
ceeds:— • 

« 
** Your communication arrived at a time when I 
was become impatient to hear of your health and 
wdhre ; it gave me great pleasure. May God long 
preserve you, who are thus so kindly mindful of your 
friends. The attachment which I feel toward you ; 
the impression which your friendship has le& on my 
mind, and the distress which our separation has oc* 
casioned to me, exceed the bounds of expression. 
But as ypur residence. in England seems agreeable to 
yourself, preferring your happiness to my own, I 
must submit Thank God, the tidings of your wel- 
£ure, and of the satisfaction which you enjoy in your 
own country are such as afford consolation to your. 
&r distant friends. 

*' The Nabob Aly Ibrahim Khan is in perfect 
health, and continues to devote his attenticm to the 
administration of justice in Benares : I have written 
a letter to him, communicating your message. Ma- 
hi^ee Scindiah now rules, with great power, over all 
the oountries dependent on Agra and Delhi. In 
consequence of the difficulties in which that chief 
was involved about two years ago, from the insur- 
rection of some of the Kajahs in the neighbourhood, 

* A judicious accoaut of Tuffussil Hossctn Khan has beeor 
Inserted ia the Asiatic Annual Register, by Mr I^yid Ander* 
son. 
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Ismadi B^g Khan acquired a considerable degree of 
power. He lately began to excite disturbances in 
different parts of the country ; and the Rajahs of 
Joudpore, and Jaypore gave him their assistance. 
On this Scindiah . determined to oppose them, and 
sent the army he had raised under General do Boigne, 
together with about 40 or 50,000 horse, partly com- 
posed of his own troops, and partly of those of Tuc- 
cojee Ifolkar and Aly Bahadur, both of whom hsA 
been with him during the last year and a half. This 
force fell in with the enemy at Palam, on the borders 
of the Rajaput country: a battle ensued, and the 
Rajahs of Joudpore and Jaypore and Ismael Beg 
Khan were defeated and put to flight; and their ar- 
tillery, elephants, and baggage fell into the hands (rf 
the Mahrattas. Ismael Beg Khan fled in dfe^wto 
to the vicinity of Jaypore; the Rajahs there supplied 
him with some additional stores and money, and en- 
jcouraged him : they are endeavouring to collect an 
an?iy, and are as well prepared as they can be for 
another action. Although Tuccojee Holkar, and Aly 
Bahadur, aie, in reality, not well disposed towards 
. Scindiah, yet according to the custom of the Mah- 
rattas, when a war arises they unite with him, and 
from their continuance with him, on the pi^esent oc- 
casion, Scindiah has derived the greatest support 

" Bow Buckshey is extremely well. For this last 
year he has held the office of Minister of Fipaqce to 
Mahajee Scindiah, and he has discharged the duties 
of it in his usual way, with which you are well ac- 
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giuunted. Ranee Beg who had been the person who 
negociated the treaty between Scindiah and Rajah 
Heemut Bahadur^ and Ismael Beg ; and tliat treaty 
being subsequently broken, he is at present much 
chagrined. 

" As to the treaties of alliance against Tippoo, 
which were lately concluded between the British go- 
vernment and the Peishwah, through Mr Mallet and 
the Nizam Aly Khan, through Mr Kennoway ; the 
march of General Meadows, with a great force 
against Xippoo, and the reduction of a portion of his 
territories, yielding, annually, a revenue of about 40 
lacs of rupees ; all these circumstances will have 
beea more folly communicated to you, by the cor- 
responidence of your English friends, than I am ca- 
pable of doing. 

^' My own situation at present, is this ; I attend 
in the presence of Lord Comwallis, who shews me 
great favour and kindness, and seems pleased with 
me. From the good opinion he entertains of me, 
he thought of sending me as resident on the part of 
his government, to the Nizam Aly Khan ; but as I 
had been long absent from home, and found it diffi- 
cult to remain even at Calcutta, I saw that it would 
be out of my power to under^ke so distant a jour- 
ney, and I therefore requested his Lordship that he 
would excuse me. I still ccMitinue to recommend 
myself to him, by my attention and services, in such 
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matters as are more immediately the objec^. (tf m; 
duty. 

<< You ask me, if I contine my studies as osusl; 
or if my employ meut in public business has divert 
my thou^ts from literary pursuits ? Spme^ time ago 
I employed myself for a few months, in reading the 
history of England ; and chiefly with a vieur of ac- 
quiring a competent knowledge of the language. I 
have since given it up, and have been engaged in 
translating the Principia of Sir Isaac Ne^wton ;^ Tho- 
mas Simsons book on Algebra; Emerscm on mecbar 
nics ; Appolonius de Sectume Ratimis ti^anslirtedia- 
to Latin by Dr Halley ; and a wofck cm Cdnic Se0ic»|is 
by De THopital, a Frenchman. All these bodai I 
am translating into Arabic, besides seveigii sbprt 
treatises on • logarithms, ciurve lines, &c. S^miA of 
them I have already finished, and some oiQire of diem 
will soon be brought to a conclusion — In short I con- 
tinue to devote my leisure hours to these pui^uits.**- 
May your prosperity and welfere be perpetuated" 

This respectable native was in the beginnu^ of 
1800 seized with an illness, which in a few weeks 
proved fatal. Lord Teignmouth, who was long ioti- 
mately acqijainted with his sin^lar merits, often em- 
ployed him during the period of his government, and 
he has since drawn a sketch of his character, which 
all who knew him must acknowledge to be Just— 
^* Tuffussil Hossein Khan,'' his Lordship rem^ksj 
^^ united in an eininent degree, an extensive ia^w- 
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ledgeN^ mankind with ihe deepest erudition. His 
ccmversation was polite and instructive ; his manners 
degant ami engaging { bi^ integrity firm ; his honour 
unimpeached. It was his great predilection for ma- 
^iienaatical knowledge, that induced him to cultivate 
an acquaintance witli the English and with European 
authors, and from this source he derived that superior 
•knowledge which so much distinguished hitn among 
his countrymen." 

To some readers there may appear an omission in 
the foi^going tract, which it may not be improper to 
iiolice in this place : it relatjBs to the plan of coloni- 
sation, wWch has so frequently been attempted in 
ancient as well as in modem times. < Tlus measure 
has ke^n wholly omitted, as incompatible with the 
prcwsfterity and safety of the parent state. Many 
speculative writers, however, have maintained that 
the.most speedy and effectual mode of improving 
•or dependenfcies in the East, would be that of colo- 
nizing ihem with a portion of European population. 
In thcf presient circumstances of our domestic empire, 
such a project is, we apprehend, neither safe nor use- 
ful ; and to effect the measure in India, to an extent 
at aH likely to produce any beneficial influence on 
that paft of Asia, seems altogether in^ practicable. 

In a cMmate so hostile ds that of India to Euro- 
pean constitutions, ^1 our colonists have been foynd 
soeii to languish in their bodily htelth and in their 
spirit of enterprise and activity : llieir numbers, in* 

VQL. III. A a 
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itaad of being mcreased^ have mpidly dins^iiihed, 
«(id to $iidia degceti that in aU the aettlementf^ whe- 
ther of the Portuguese, Dulcb^ Fr€»ch, or £o^ifih, 
the race of e^tlens mint have long since beeo anni- 
hilated, bat for the fresh supplies wUch anmiaUy ar- 
rive from Europe. Tbnr offiipring by oalive f^pide^ 
by fiur the most ccn^derable portion of &e society, 
in the counie of a few generations, assimilates so 
closely with the indigenous inhabitants in th^ cchh- 
plexicm, in their manners, and in the whole of their 
habits, that any remaining difference tiiat may sub* 
fiist is scarcdy discernible. The dimkiisbed leipea 
whidi they receive on accoant of their sfgiriousmv 
^ their low rank, as. weU as their coolemptiUe 
laumbert precludes almost all hope of aay b^ieicial m- 
fluence being ever derived by the Askties from.tb(^ 
'kitarcourse. For a period of two hundred yens, 
thdr condition has been uniformly regarded 1^ the 
natives as low, deigraded, and unc(Hi80%iiei4ieL 4^ 
experiment oi suc^ considerable extent and dtiratMMS 
haa already, it would seem, sufficiently jdemonst^ated 
tibe iasNiity oi every esq^ectaction tiiat may have bqen 
formed of ^benefiting the Asiatics by colonising their 
country from this qwrter^ 

In the mean tkne, the great emigrati(m that .has 
constantly been issuing firom Holland, Spain, and 
Portugal, in , order to people or improve th^ vast 
doiaaihions in Asia and An^rica, has prod«icedi ^eon- 
sequences of the most importaat and alansiiiag nm^ 
tore to the domestic prosperity of jhese states* D<t 
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ril^ti|io two precedkigy centwies, a period when tiiek 
mteicaeme with tbekr Ibrmgn setti^ments was most 
ef^eoBkfe, the parent slatce luKre beea very rapidly 
aieiniig kk their relative degree of power^ industry, 
9md tapk, among tiie graal eommunity of European 
slEteA. Th&if ham not onl^ lost that spirit of enter* 
pme whidi had long maJataincd tiiek consequence ; 
but their independence and their very existence as 
separate powers already appear either dubious or iii 
a v«?y quesiioBable shapes 

Th^ estp^ieeice it is diiff to cwv^ Into a lesson 
(#wildom* Great Briton ^ for a conai^rabte pe- 
aofl pi)4aei8«d loreiga doeiinton^ on a scal^ far m(»e 
«}ai^ than aD^ other modem natie^ j th^ extei^ 
^ aadia taeie past^ haa pert^ps exeeeded that of the 
ti^Wk R^Hoian empire^ Should she^ thei^fore, open 
tkie dew ta emotion, kA like these, nations 
ofejT ^teourageoieat fw the reJooval of her scaiity 
"fiopulatien to the widQ fe^nd of the eastern and 
w*»tem hewispherea^ the jame ii^etrievable cata- 
strophe which has already over^helined her colooi- 
4Mng neighiK)urs, must in all probability soon assail 
heiBelf. Her cir<:iinistanoes seem to to. i^ more 
marked and dangerous; with a very limited Euro- 
pean t^^dtory, and a populaticm comparatively small, 
she has for a considered)le time almost singly oppo- 
sed the approaching subjugation and despotism of 
Europe ; the continental powers themselves have 
been in the babit of looking up to her as the sole 
kdwark ^ vvhatever pc^rlkm of libcoly or indepen- 
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dence may yet reaudQ aiiK)Qg them. la whal ^lm^ 
Xioo nuMt they be led, or what must be her cum iiMBt 
* should she disperse her defenders, over tJbe^^kle re-r 
gions of Asia and America^ ^ in ord^ to pmf^ ^aad 
improve her foreign cokMuep? The advantage, hown 
over g^*eat, would be lost in tl^ haaard anHexpencei 
of the experiment; for it is confessed, that eveni 
gold itself may be bought at a price too dear. 

This reasoning seems the more ooncluaive, ^as^ifc 
is well known that die spirit of emigcation has aheie 
dy begun and made some i»rogress ki different pmts 
of the empire- Ever since the year 1750, the Hi^ 
land di^ricts of North Britain have annually sent a 
considerable portion of their inhabitants to tte wilds 
of America. The many thousands of our vltluab^ 
population whiohhave dius been lost to ti^'comsHi- 
nity is not the only consideration that presents iteelfiii' 
estimating this calamity. The most enterpri^g por- 
tion of the inhabitants is not only for ever lost, bub 
gone- perhaps to augment the resources and strei^* 
.en the power of a riVal state. The loss of capital 
must also enter into this account; fof in the year- 
18()2v no less than 4510 individuds migirated frosi 
the Highlands to America ; and although they mvt 
sisted of the poorer classes in that country,, the mo- 
ney carried along with them was not less than 
i;. 100,000 steifling. 

An intelligent writer, in answer to Lord SdtarkjS^ 
observa^ons upCNji tins subject, thus arguais:." Tl|^ 
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diVee^ loss sustelined by this country, in consequenc?e 
<rf these emigrations, is much greater than is^ pei-^ ^ 
faaps, At finrt parcetved. " History tenches' us that the 
m^ematiSfenength of a nation is in ne case^tb be esti-- 
nfiat^ by the extent of its territory, birt by th© num- 
1to[*'0f its citizens, and the utiKty of their labours : 
that the population, the wealth, and the power of a 
state, catoot be supported with permanence by any 
resources, exclusive of home productions, raised and 
augmented by mi increasit^ improvement of the soil. 
Other sources of wealth may be cut off by political 
coftvulmons : but nothing shwt of a convulsion of 
tidtnfe, annihilating the fund on which the national 
industry is to be exercised, can destroy the basis of 
natural weakh,' derived from thie population and ]^o- 
<lace of the country itself. While there exists an 
acre of uncultivated and waste land within tlie king- 
dom, or a market for the fish which swarnvupon the 
<2Qa»ts,* or sale for the manufactured produce of our 
industiry, every maa who teav^ the country must b^ 
ctMisidered as a national loss." 

The nature and extent of this loss may be esti- 
mate fey^ adverting to the foHowihg considerations : 
A very great number of inhabitants must embark in 
t\» measure, and leave their country ; otherwise no 
didcermble effect can be produced in the new settle^ 
ment into which they are introduced. In some of the 
districts already noticed, nearly one-third of. the ac- 
tive hands are supposed to have emigrated to thfese 
foreign settieoients. The iirfustry thus transferred to 
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another conntry, is veirj greift ; buJA the expe^tt^^ 
eduction and mamtenMioe must afeo he taikeB ^M 
account. The period of IHe for en^raikni may^ Ji 
general, be* reckoned from fifteen to twenty-ftwe ; ^ 
precise time in which individuals «re in a capacity to 
remunerate the state for thie itirequitcd consudiplrai 
and expenditm*e of inf&ficy and yoiib. Hie loss^ 
point of populatwn, by removing -H^olonists at 'tiw 
period of life, is much greater than their actual man- 
ber seems to imply : fw aUthou^ on lequal Bunrijer 
of (Mdren und^ -five yeaars af age were carried dfl^ 
the effective population would receive comjwu^a^vdy 
little injury; since trthfcr children would mip^'Ae 
place thus vacated for tb^m. The expence of Ibeir 
niaiittenance wbuld be trWing; while ^©n Afe olfcer 
hand, it would be long before a nation could teoortr 
the loss even of a smaller portion of young men kad 
females between fifteen andtwenty-five years j tho«^ 
in this case the ex pence incurred for their aaain- 
tenance would be mudi greater. 

In thisnnanner has the system of colonising their 
foreign settle^ients operated 'against the populiition, 
wealth, and industry of the parent states ; there seem, 
however, to exist in Britain soirie peduKar ctfcum- 
stances, which must render the operation of this sy- 
stem doubly destructive. There the navy, (Jie araiy, 
and an increased capital has created a great ^naand 
for labour. Many thousand hands aiie annuity em- 
ployed from Ireland as farm servants arid day la- 
bourers along the western districts of Britain. It is 
1 
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r, liowefer, that n decrease of the actrv^e popula- 
tioii mmt raise the prioe of labour ; and this dlicum- 
sianee throm a pow^[*fol bar in the way of manufac- 
taf68, aad d all Idais of improvemeRt - 

It m mom a noall known $m^ tbat even in the poor- 
eat distriels of tkeHi^laiids, the emi^^ants have car- 
ried aioBg with them very considerable sums of mo- 
ney; and this-cviiutal ought by no means to be esti- 
nnMed by its bare amouiM: ; for it is of tha^ kind 
wUoh was employed in agricidtwe, the mosfeuseilul 
to4fae state of lA medes m which capital cnan be em- 
fHoyed. The industry of every country is neariy pro 
po^^oaed to the eapitai whidi excites it ; and eapital 
lito^ IS i)eciproea% iiici«ased by. that veiy iackistry 
whMi it has eKCffked. If It be ked^ded «p in gold and 
silver, it «ierds no ^pofitt^ the slate; ifemployedin 
exciting agricultural industry, it is the most beneficial 
mode in which it can be engaged. It is precisely this 
denomination of capital which emigration has been 
annually draining from North Britain ever since 
1730. The description of emigi'ants, too, who have 
removed along with it, is not less valuable, since the 
Highlanders have been ]oijg j^own to form the 
bravest soldiers, and the most gallant defenders of 
their country. No accurate statement, perhaps, has 
been made of the total amount, either of the capital, 
or of the number of men who, during the Is^st seventy 
years, have thus removed to America, and who are 
thereby lost for ever to the nation. The value of 
both, if fairly estimated, would probably alarm us; 
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for it is well known, that die greater part of Hoi 
wealth and industry is not merely lost to BritaiQ, ^ 
is thrown into the opposite scale, and is aoaployed m 
strengthenipg the resource of a risipg, jealous, an4 
often hostile state. It is remarkable, in these cir- 
cumstances of th^ country, that a nobleman of re- 
puted talent^ should hold up emigration as a relief 
to North Britain, and should actually lead a colony 
to the wilds of America by his own personal inter- 
ferenc| ^d direction; and it is perhaps equally 
strange, that a speculative writer, of con§iderabfe 
ability, should, nearly at the sanoe time, have recomr 
mended the colonisation of British India, as one ci 
the best means of civilising that extensive country-rr 
when, in fact, the whole inhabitants of the Bri^ 
Isles would make a very motely and inconsiderable 
appearance aqoidst the countless multitudes of A^% 
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